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Our Pro-Life generation
RADICAL abortion laws proposed for New
South Wales have caused uproar in the Parliament
and brought thousands of Catholics to the streets in
protest.
Fuelled by faith and a passion for life, Catholics
have united with members of other denominations
to condemn the laws and demand better treatment
and support for mothers, children and families.
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian was forced
to delay the Upper House vote on the rushed Bill
following a revolt in her own Liberal Party room.

Federal politicians including Barnaby Joyce and Matt
Canavan have joined the chorus of voices against
the changes, which passed the Lower House with
the support of Labor and Nationals MPs.
A group of young adults from the Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn recently travelled to
Sydney to join the pro-life rally. Turn to the middle
pages to read about one young man’s motivation
to speak up for unborn children, as well as an
interview with prominent Women’s advocate and
academic Rachael Wong.
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phase 2 – listen and discern
4
2. Making the Church the home and
the school of Communion
I continue the pastoral reflections on the upcoming AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL (2020/2021) that I began in
the March edition of CATHOLIC VOICE.
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The Cardinal Pell Judgement:
How the Catholic Church has responded
THE trial of Cardinal George
Pell has attracted national and
international attention and
rocked the Australian Catholic
Church.
The focus now shifts to the
High Court, with reports that
Cardinal Pell’s legal team will seek
leave to appeal his conviction
in the High Court of Australia.
The Victorian Court of Appeal,
in a dramatic 2:1 verdict, recently
upheld Cardinal Pell’s conviction
on child sex offences.
The High Court action would
be the one final chance for
Australia’s most senior Catholic
cleric to clear his name.
It is expected Cardinal Pell’s
legal team will make a formal
application for special leave to
appeal to the High Court. That
special leave must be granted
before the High Court can hear
any appeal.
It is likely that a hearing to
determine whether the High
Court will accept the case will
occur by the end of the year, in

Cardinal Pell:
Court proceedings
timeline
June 2017 – Victoria Police
charged Cardinal Pell with several
counts of sexual offences against
several victims.
March 5, 2018 – Committal hearing. Approximately 50 witnesses
gave testimony.
May 1, 2018 – Cardinal Pell
was committed to stand trial on
several charges of historical sexual
offences. Magistrate Belinda
Walmington concluded there was
enough evidence for the case to
proceed on some but not all of
the charges.
May 2, 2018 – Cardinal Pell
appeared in Court for a directions
hearing in the County Court of
Victoria. It was decided he would
undergo two separate trials;
one relating to allegations of
offences at St Patrick’s Cathedral
in Melbourne in 1990, and the
other relating to alleged offences
at a Ballarat swimming pool in
1970. A suppression order was
subsequently issued by Judge
Peter Kidd.

Melbourne.
For now, the 78-year-old Cardinal will continue to serve his
sentence of six years’ imprisonment and be eligible to apply for

parole after he has served three
years and eight months.
While the Cardinal Pell conviction has shocked the Catholic
Church, our church leaders have

Statement from Archbishop Mark Coleridge,
President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
The Victorian Court of Appeal has today announced that, in a 2-1 decision, Cardinal
George Pell’s appeal against his convictions for child sexual abuse offences has been
dismissed.
The Catholic Bishops of Australia believe all Australians must be equal under the
law and accept today’s judgement accordingly.
Cardinal Pell’s legal team has said it will examine the judgement in order to determine a special leave
application to the High Court.
The Bishops realise that this has been and remains a most difficult time for survivors of child sexual
abuse and those who support them. We acknowledge the pain that those abused by clergy have experienced
through the long process of the trials and appeal of Cardinal Pell. We also acknowledge that this judgement
will be distressing to many people.
We remain committed to doing everything we can to bring healing to those who have suffered greatly
and to ensuring that Catholic settings are the safest possible places for all people, but especially for children
and vulnerable adults.

Statement exerpt from
Anthony Fisher Op
Archbishop of Sydney

“ “
From the outset the Cardinal has strenuously
maintained his innocence. He continues to do so
notwithstanding today’s decision.
Today’s split decision amongst the judges is consistent with the differing views of the juries in the
first and second trials, as well as the divided opinion
amongst legal commentators and the general public.
Reasonable people have taken different views
when presented with the same evidence and I urge
everyone to maintain calm and civility.
As the Cardinal may yet decide to appeal the
judgment to the High Court of Australia, I am limited in my ability to comment on today’s outcome.
Matters of the Cardinal’s status within the
Church can only be determined by the Vatican, not
the Church in Australia. I anticipate that the Holy
See may well wait until the appeal process has been
exhausted.

Statement exerpt from
Peter A Comensoli
Archbishop of Melbourne

My thoughts and prayers are with the man who
brought this matter before the courts. I humbly
acknowledge it has been a challenging time for him,
and I stand ready to offer pastoral and spiritual help,
should he seek it.
In Christian charity, I will ensure that Cardinal Pell
is provided pastoral and spiritual support while he
serves the remainder of his sentence, according to the
teaching and example of Jesus to visit those in prison.
I also want to acknowledge with gratitude the
people who have been involved in this case. For many,
this has been a demanding and distressing experience.
The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne continues
to work with survivors to offer support for their
healing, recovery and well-being. This is based upon
an Archdiocesan-wide commitment to build a culture
of respect and safety for all, and to reach out to those
who courageously bring forward their stories.

spoken strongly about the need
to support and pray for victims
of sexual abuse, and to ensure
that all children are protected
from any harm or distress.

Appealing to the
High Court – the
process
The High Court of Australia is
the highest court in our judicial
system but is not an appeal
court in the ordinary sense.
While the High Court comprises seven Justices, only
two judges hear special leave
applications.
“Special leave” must be sought,
and granted, before an appeal
can be heard.
In granting special leave to
hear a case, Section 35A of
the Judiciary Act 1903 (Cth)
states that the High Court may
have regard to any matters it
considers relevant.
However, the High Court must
have regard to whether the
proceedings involve a question
of law;
(i) that is of public importance,
or
(ii) is required to resolve
differences of opinion between
courts, and
(iii) whether the interests of the
administration of justice, either
generally or in the particular
case, require consideration by
the High Court.

August 15, 2018 – The first trial
begins.
September 20, 2018 - A mistrial
is declared after jurors were unable to reach a majority verdict.
December 11, 2018 – Cardinal
Pell was convicted on five counts
of child sexual abuse of two boys
in the 1990s, after a jury returned
a unanimous guilty verdict.
February 13-14, 2019 – Pre-trial
hearings take place relating to
alleged offences at Ballarat.
February 26, 2019 – Prosecutors
announce they have dropped
the second case due to lack of
evidence. As a result, the suppression order was lifted although
international news agencies,
including those with websites
accessible in Australia, had been
reporting the event since the
conviction.
March 13, 2019 – The sentencing
hearing for Cardinal Pell was
broadcast live. Chief Judge Peter
Kidd sentenced Pell to serve six
years in jail with a non-parole
period of three years and eight
months.
June 5-6, 2019 – Cardinal Pell’s
legal team appealed the conviction. Three grounds of appeal
were lodged: that the verdict was
unreasonable, that permission
to use a visual aid prepared by
the defence that illustrated the
locations of people within the
cathedral around the time of
the first assault in their closing
address had been refused, and
that Cardinal Pell had not been
arraigned in the presence of the
jury as is required under standard
criminal procedures in Victoria.
Judgment was reserved.
August 21, 2019 – The Court of
Appeal issues its ruling – that the
hearing had been upheld by a 2-1
majority of the three person panel.
Cardinal Pell’s legal team are in
the process of determining if they
will appeal to the High Court.
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Cooma prays for farmers

“

By Chris Gordon

THE current drought, which
is devastating farms and farmers
across the country, has been
dubbed by the Bureau of Meteorology the worst on record.
Images of brown, scorched
land across parts of Australia
that have normally been lush and
green have become common.
In fact, the reach of this
drought has expanded into areas
not traditionally associate with
droughts, including the Snowy
Mountain Region.
“This drought has spread
everywhere in NSW, and in parts
of Victoria and Queensland as
well,” Cooma Parish Priest Fr
Mick MacAndrew said.
“I’ve had farmers come to me
in tears… men I haven’t seen
cry before… and they’re at their
wits end. They don’t know when
conditions will improve, they
don’t know where they’ll get the
money to purchase more feed for
their stock.
“Some have already sold half
of their stock to pay for the feed
for the other half, and are now in
a position where they need to sell

Students from St Patrick’s in Cooma joined farmers, parishioners and other
students in the recent day of Prayer for Farmers. Photo supplied.

half of the remaining stock.
“It really is the worst drought
in living memory.”
To assist and support the
farmers, the Cooma parish held
a day of prayer for farmers on
Friday August 9 involving all

parishioners and school children
in the area.
“The idea for the day came
about because so many parishioners were saying prayers for rain
and for the drought to break,” Fr
Mick explained.

“And from my conversations
and from my own experience it
was clear the situation was quite
dire. So we thought we’d try to
help by applying our faith and
having a day of prayer.”
The day of prayer began
with a special Masses at 10am
celebrated by Fr Mick and ended
with another special Mass at 5pm
celebrated by Fr James Onoja.
Throughout the day, parishioners
came and shared their prayers
for those suffering through the
drought.
Children from St Patrick’s
School in Cooma, many of them
from farming families, visited
the Church to offer their prayers
throughout the day and provided
prayers they had written for
farmers and the farming families.
Adults were encouraged to do
the same.
“We also had our children
in the government schools to
contribute their prayers as well,
“he said.
“We had a great big bale of
lucerne hay at the front of the
church and the prayers were
placed inside and around it. Lots
of parishioners, and most of the

I’ve had farmers
come to me in tears…
men I haven’t seen
cry before… and
they’re at their wits
end. They don’t know
when conditions will
improve, they don’t
know where they’ll
get the money to
purchase more feed
for their stock.
Fr Mick MacAndrew

farmers who come to Mass on a
Sunday came and supported the
prayer day.”
Fr Mick encouraged other
parishes to support their farmers
in this and other ways. While the
focus of the day was on prayer,
Fr Mick said that the local St
Vincent de Paul conference was
open to receiving donations for
the drought appeal as well.
“We’re a community and at
times like these we help each
other out,” Fr Mick said.
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Helping kids at risk

The new laws coming
into effect in the ACT
on 1 September 2019
will make a number of
changes to laws about
reporting child abuse. The
laws have been introduced in response to the
Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse. Of
important is that -

By Catherine Sheehan

WHEN Sarah began caring
for five year-old Jack he was
exhibiting a range of behaviours
that she simply did not know
how to deal with.
At only 20 months old, little
Jack had been removed from
his parents due to their violent
behaviour and drug addiction.
He had witnessed extreme
violence and had been neglected
in a variety of ways, from lack of
proper food and routine to being
left restrained for hours on end.
Jack would respond to people
around him with what he had
predominantly experienced in his
short life – fear and aggression.
He was also self-harming.
“It was heart-breaking,” Sarah
said.
Sarah knew she would need
help in raising Jack and sought
help from Marymead, a not-forprofit organization supporting
children and families. Through
Marymead, she was able to
contact a clinician at any time
for advice on coping with Jack’s
aggression.
Sarah also completed
Marymead’s ‘Circle of Security’
program which helps parents and
carers to identify their children’s
needs and respond.
Sarah and Jack then moved on
to the ‘New Horizons’ program,
where she received one-on-one
support from a clinician over 12
months.
“It’s amazing how far Jack has
come,” Sarah said. “Our clinician, Leannah, calmly explained
everything, where those reactions
and emotions were coming from
in him.”
“I have been taught so much
in my emotional training and I
believe it has made me a better
mum for my other children. It
has made us closer and more
understanding of each other as a
family.”
The message of this year’s
National Child Protection Week
(from September 1 to 7) is
“kids do well when parents are
supported” and “to raise thriving
kids, parents need support to
navigate life’s choppy waters”.
CEO of Marymead, Camilla
Rowland, said more parents were
seeking support because of

New ACT
Safeguarding
Laws

• Adults who reasonably
believe that a sexual
offence has been
committed against a child
must make a report to the
police. Failure to make a
report is an offence.

increased family separation.
Other factors were mental health
issues, disability and financial
pressures.
“Family functioning improves
when parents are supported
with education and when they
are supported with therapeutic
interventions, particularly those
families who are vulnerable,” Ms
Rowland said.

“

Demand from
parents for support services was
increasing due to
increased levels of
family separation.
Other factors were
mental health issues, disability and
financial pressure
on families.

Professor Daryl Higgins, Director of the Australian Catholic
University’s Institute of Child
Protection, said that in seeking
to improve child protection,
broader support for families and
parents was needed, with education around positive parenting
provided through GPs, medical
staff, teachers and professionals
engaged in caring for children.

“What is often missing in our
suite of services is broad support
for all families,” Prof Higgins
said. Rather than waiting until
a crisis occurs and child protection services need to step in, all
service providers should support
families to prevent a crisis in the
first place, he said.
Ross Fox, Director of Catholic Education at the Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn, said
that across Catholic schools in
the Archdiocese, the approach
to child protection is very much
to ‘get out in front of issues
and address them’ before they
become a crisis.
“One initiative is the Child
Safe Advocate role in all 56
schools in our Archdiocese,”
Mr Fox said. “These positions
are focused on developing and
embedding an effective child
protection culture in schools.”
“We operate from a firm
belief that families are the
first educators of children, so
when we are coming together
with families and children in
our schools, we are working in
partnership from the beginning.”
CatholicCare counsellors
operate in all schools, Mr Fox
said, and, in conjunction with the
Archdiocese, provide a range of
professional learning programs
for parents, to help them increase
their awareness of issues such

as Cyber safety and healthy
relationships.
“We work closely with parents
because we understand that
having parents and families part
of the conversation is highly
valuable,” he said.
Mr Fox said effective child
protection was about “a culture
of openness and ongoing
communication”.
“Our approach is that child
protection issues are intricately
linked to teaching and learning,”
he explained. “It is about a student’s capacity to come to school
and get what they need from a
wellbeing perspective to be in a
position to effectively learn.
“Child protection is everybody’s business all of the time.”

The Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn proudly supports

NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 2019
1st - 7th September

PROTECTING CHILDREN IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS

• Ministers of religion,
religious leaders and
members of the clergy
of a church or religious
denomination will be
mandated reporters.
This means that along
with other professionals
working with children,
these groups are
mandated under law to
report their concerns
regarding physical or
sexual abuse of a child
to Child and Youth
Protection Services. (The
same mandatory reporting
obligations apply
irrespective of whether
the information was
disclosed in a religious
confession).
• Information disclosed
in a religious confession
will need to be reported
to the ACT Ombudsman
under this Scheme if it
relates to a sexual abuse
against a child, or nonaccidental physical injury
to a child.
The fact sheets regarding the changes are
available from the
Archdiocesan Professional Standards page:
http://cgcatholic.org.au/
professional-standards/
new-act-child-sexualabuse-laws-2/
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St Mary MacKillop Protecting our children
pilgrimage to Eden into the future

THE spirit of St Mary of the
Cross MacKillop was evident at
the third pilgrimage held in Eden
on Saturday 10 August, in honour
of Australia’s first saint.
Archbishop Christopher
Prowse led the prayer walk and
concelebrated mass with priests
from Canberra, Bega, Bateman’s
Bay and Pambula/Merimbula.
Over 200 pilgrims travelled
from throughout the diocese to
attend the celebrations. Despite
the blustery winds, the sun shone
and the hospitality of the locals
warmed the hearts of all in
attendance.
During the prayer walk from
Aslings Beach to Star of the Sea
church, pilgrims walked, prayed
and listened to reflections on the
life and work of St Mary. She
was the founder of the Sisters of
St Joseph. Following the death
of her mother, Flora MacKillop,
when the Lyee-Moon was
wrecked off Green Cape on 29
May 1886, Mary promised that
whilst there were sisters available,
she would ensure they were

resident in Eden. This promise
has been honoured and the
sisters are still present, with Sr
Benedetta and Sister Marie living
in Eden.
Following mass, pilgrims
enjoyed a delicious lunch and
shared many stories of their
faith journey and experiences.
Archbishop Christopher called
on all those present to continue
their devotion to St Mary and her
mother Flora, and to ensure this
pilgrimage becomes an annual
event, honouring Australia’s first
saint.
Pilgrims were also invited to
contribute their own Pilgrimage
Prayer to be combined together
to be made into a Pilgrims Prayer
Book. Contributions are
welcome and can be emailed to
Anne Maddock at alawah01@
bigpond.com
Next year our Pilgrimage
will be on the Feast Day of St
Mary MacKillop, 8th August.
It will also be the 10th Anniversary of St Mary MacKillop’s
canonization.

IPSS trainers, Brenda Foley and Maria Hicks

AS part of the Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn’s
response to the 2017 Royal
Commission report on Childhood Sexual Abuse, the Church,
staff from the Institute for
Professional Standards and
Safeguarding (IPSS) have hit the
road, engaging with clergy, parish
pastoral Councils and volunteers
working with children.
IPSS trainers, Maria Hicks,
and Brenda Foley are presenting
programs specifically aimed at
parishes, groups, and movements,
focusing on civil and moral
responsibilities in safeguarding

and protecting children.
The training is interactive and
draws on the Archdiocese’s policies, identifying Safe Practices,
Safe People and Safe Places using
practical, real-life (de-identified)
examples.
The aim of Child Protection
Week 2019 is to engage members
of the community in supporting
and protecting children. Our
parishes, groups, and movements
need to be vigilant in preventing inappropriate behaviour
and identifying and decisively
responding where it may have
occurred.

Delivery of this training
highlights the Archdiocese’s
commitment to safeguarding
our children and to the implementation of Principle 7 of the
National Principles for Child
Safe Organisations (based on the
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse Child safe standards):
Staff and volunteers are
equipped with the knowledge,
skills, and awareness to keep
children and young people safe
through ongoing education and
training.

Professional Standards and Safeguarding Q & A
How do we organise training?
A key feature of the training
program is that the training
comes to you. Brenda and Maria
are willing to negotiate a time
and location suitable to the
parish clergy, the Parish Pastoral
Council and volunteers. To
arrange training for your parish,
groups, and movements,
please contact Maria at ipss@
cg.org.au or on 6239 9806.
What have we learned from
our training to date?
What has become apparent
through our training to date
is that there is a real willingness by our leaders to ensure
our children are welcomed
and appropriately cared for
in our community. Keeping
updated however on the harm
our children may be exposed to,
particularly through their use of

technology is a concern.
Parents, carers and our
community leaders may find
the following resource on
online safety developed by the
e-safety commissioner useful.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
parents/online-safety-guide
Do all adults have to report
to the Police if they believe
a child has been sexually
assaulted?
Yes – In NSW and the ACT
anyone over 18 years old who
reasonably believes a sexual
offence has been committed
against a child that is a person
under the age of 18 at the
time the offence was committed, must report information
about the sexual offences
committed to the Police. There
are exemptions. Find out

more at http://cgcatholic.org.
au/professional-standards/
new-laws/
Do clergy need a WWVP
registration or a NSW WWC
check to Minister?
Yes. Given the Archdiocese is
spread across both the ACT and
NSW, all active Archdiocesan
clergy as well as employees
working in the Archbishop’s
Office for Evangelisation require
both an ACT Working with
Vulnerable People registration
as well as a NSW Working with
Children Check.
We do I go for more
information?
All of the Archdiocese’s Child
Protection polices can be found
at the following link:
http://cgcatholic.org.au/
professional-standards/
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St Joseph’s Bombala booms
By Chris Gordon

IN 2009 St Joseph’s Primary
School was doing it tough for
numbers. With an an enrolment
of just 17 students the school’s
future was looking grim.
Now, ten years later, the school
boasts 68 students… an increase
of over 250 per cent. That growth
has given rise to the need for
improved facilities. On Friday,
August 9 the school welcomed
the opening of its new Mackillop
administration block.
Acting principal Susan Tighe
said there were probably a number
of factors behind the school’s
growth.
“My predecessors did a
fantastic job in building up the
school,” she said.
“Phil Stubbs was the school’s
part time principal, travelling from
Cooma on a weekly basis. During
this time enrolments climbed to
about 40 students. Noeline O’Neill
took on the role of principal from
2016 and enrolment numbers
continued to steadily improve.

“Following the closure of
small public schools in the district,
some parents chose to send their
children to St Joseph’s, which has
added to the increase in student
numbers.
“I’ve come into the school at a
time when the school is in a really
good space.”
The MacKillop Building
replaces a smaller, less flexible
structure. The new building is
modern, comfortable, and spacious and provides meeting rooms,
staff areas, canteen facilities and a
cooking space for the students.
The MacKillop building was
officially opened and blessed
by Archbishop Christopher
Prowse, following a special mass
for St Mary MacKillop’s Feast
day, concelebrated at St Mary’s
church with Parish Priest Fr Mick
MacAndrew.
Other special guests included
Deputy Director of Catholic
Education Angus Tulley, former
principal Noeleen O’Neill, and
Pastoral Associate Sr Teresa
Keane who has continued the

From back left, Acting Principal Susan Tighe, Fr Mick MacAndrew, Archbishop Christopher Prowse, Ezra Perkins, Tanner
Hurley, Lachlan Reed and Alex Peisley.

Josephite Order’s 130 year legacy
in the town.
Angus Tulley, in his comments
after the mass, said it was great
to see the parish and school
community coming together for

such an important occasion. He
was impressed with the positive
relationship between the school
and parish.
“We’re focusing on the history of Mary MacKillop and the

important work of the Josephite
Sisters, which is why we’ve called
it the MacKillop building, to keep
the memory and the stories alive,”
Mrs Tighe said.

Crookwell’s Bryan Kennedy: 40 years as an acolyte
By Vivienne Flanagan

SUNDAY July 28 marked
another birthday and the end
of Bryan Kennedy’s forty active
years of service to the Catholic
Church as an active acolyte.
He remains an acolyte but has
removed himself from the active
commitment of the roster.
Forty years ago, each Parish
Priest in the Canberra Goulburn
Diocese was asked to supply the
name of a man to take on the
role of acolyte. Crookwell was
to supply two: Father Fitzgerald
nominated Jack Nagle and Bryan
Kennedy.
Each Friday evening, during
winter, they travelled to Canberra to complete their course of
study. This was no mean feat as it
meant traversing the old highway
along Lake George with the ski
traffic.
Bryan had the additional
difficulty of having a business to
run. He credited his sister in law
Jennifer Cummins who stepped
forward and assisted Dorothy in
the shop.
Bryan will always tell you that
he cannot do any of these things
without the support of his wife
Dorothy and I have watched her
reschedule plans many times over
the past 40 years to allow him to
take up this role. This year also
marks their 60 years of marriage.
Perhaps Father Fitzgerald’s

Bryan Kennedy at a Mass in Crookwell

Bryan Kennedy with his brother, Fr Bill Kennedy

choice of Jack and Bryan was
more canny or even more frugal
than most realised. They were
the same size which became
apparent when they went for
a fitting for robes. It turned
out Father Fitzgerald was not
impressed with the robes when
they arrived. He had tried them
on and thought they were far too
small! Jack and Bryan managed
to remove them from his head
without causing any damage.

Those robes continue to be
used today. Bryan was fortunate
in having his cousin Philo Laws
quickly realise another set was
needed and she made him his
own. I have no idea how she
came up with a pattern.
There was no announcement
made in the church that acolytes
would be commencing duties.
Bryan was first to commence.
He went out on to the altar on
Saturday night and assisted in the

Mass. The comment after Mass
was “I had no idea how alike
Father Bill Kennedy and Bryan
(they are brothers) were until Bill
came on to the altar tonight”. It
wasn’t the last time the comment
was made.
There have been many
memorable moments over the
years. Bryan has assisted during
many important moments and
ceremonies from an enormous
Papal Mass in Canberra, to
stepping in to capably assist
with Communion Services in his
brother Bill’s parish in O’Connor
when Bill was brutally bashed
(this had the bonus of migrant
parishioners bearing great food),
to honouring and farewelling
those he was so fond of, and to

quietly providing communion in
the homes of members of his
community.
Bryan was assisting his
friend Fr Peter Murphy when
he collapsed and was unable to
continue as usual one Saturday
night. He stepped in combining his acolyte duties with his
considerable first aid training and
experience and assisted to finish
the Mass before getting his good
mate into an ambulance and off
to hospital.
With other parish stalwarts
he reorganised all the weekend’s
parish activities and stood in for
Rev Murphy on Sunday at Tuena.
Again, a voice from the pews was
heard to comment on how much
Father Bill looked like Bryan.
It soon became apparent
how serious Fr Murphy’s illness
was and Crookwell lost a good
mate. Bryan turned down the
acolyte role for the funeral and,
along with his fellow acolyte Bill
Rogerson, acted as usher for the
funeral and then tolled the bell as
the body was removed.
Bryan feels privileged and
honoured to have been allowed
the opportunity to serve his
community as acolyte. He has
continued working as acolyte
with Communion Services and
assisting with funerals and visiting people in their homes.
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF
Church needs ‘a culture of
Vocations’

ACBC Communications
Diocesan vocations directors from
across Australia met in Adelaide in
August to discuss opportunities for
creating a “culture of vocations” in the
Church in Australia.
Fr David Cartwright, executive
officer of the Australian Catholic
Diocesan Vocations Directors Conference (ACDVDC), said one of the clear
messages from the gathering was the
need to refocus efforts to promote
vocations and have that reinforced at
the parish level.
Fr Cartwright said: “All people
have a role to play in promoting a
‘culture of vocations’ where we can
help young people listen to the voice
of the Lord and help them to at least
ask the question, ‘What is God’s plan
for my life?’”
He said “the primacy of prayer for
vocations” needs to be reinforced in
parishes if that is to come about.

Global interest in leadership course for Catholic
women
ACBC Communications
A specialised leadership program
for Catholic women in Australia
has been selected for inclusion on
a Vatican website promoting best
practices in lay formation.
The Dicastery for Laity, Family
and Life recently chose Leadership
for Mission, a course specifically
developed by women and for women
who are inspired by the Gospel vision
of justice, freedom and the dignity of
the human person, to be featured at
the Dicastery’s first Plenary Assembly
in November.
The Australian program will feature
on a website dedicated to promoting
formation and highlighting some
model programs from episcopal
conferences, dioceses and private
institutions worldwide.
Leadership for Mission is a joint
initiative of the Council for Australian Catholic Women, the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference, Catholic
Mission and Australian Catholic
University (ACU).
Andrea Dean, Director of the
Office for the Participation of Women,
said: “During a time of renewed calls
within the Catholic Church for the
participation and diversity of women’s
voices in decision-making, leadership
and ministry,.”

Bishops pay tribute to Tim Fischer

Improving education
standards of Indigenous
students

Australian Catholic University
Improving the education
standards of Indigenous school
children in remote parts of Australia
is “not a mystery” and can “start now”,
according to an Australian Catholic
University researcher.
Across Australia, school attendance rates are 82.3% for Indigenous
students and 92.5% for nonIndigenous students, representing
a gap of 10.2 percentage points
(source: ACARA).
The education gap is most
prominent in very remote
areas where the attendance rate for
Indigenous students drops to about
65% (source: closingthegap.pmc.
gov.au/education).
Australian Catholic University
(ACU) Institute for Positive Psychology and Education researcher Dr
Anthony Dillon said it was time for
the “top-down” “city-led” approaches
to end.
Dr Dillon visited remote communities last year and said, “Everyone
agrees that education is the key
to progress. We don’t need more
reports telling us this – we need
action.”

Adelaide visit part
of Plenary Council
preparations
ACBC Communications
The Bishops Commission for the
Plenary Council and its Executive
Committee have met in Adelaide
for the first time, 14 months before
the Council’s opening session in the
South Australian capital.
Plenary Council president
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB
said the gathering of the two groups
this week came at a liminal moment
in the Plenary Council journey.
“Now, with the six National Themes
for Discernment having emerged
from that phase, we move into a
period of Listening and Discernment,
when Discernment and Writing
groups will steer a national process
that helps us move towards a deeper
understanding of how we can become
an even more Christ-centred Church
in diverse ways.
“Importantly, everyone who participated in the first phase – as well as
those who didn’t – will get the chance
to participate in an Australia-wide
process of prayerfully discerning how
the Holy Spirit is calling the Church
to renew.”

Tim Fischer

ARCHBISHOP Mark
Coleridge has paid tribute to
former Ambassador to the Holy
See Tim Fischer, who died today,
saying he lived as a proud Catholic
and a proud Australian.
Mr Fischer, who was educated
by the Jesuits at Xavier College
in Melbourne, had a long and
distinguished career in the New
South Wales and Australian
Parliaments.
At the federal level, he served
as leader of the National Party
of Australia during the 1990s and
Deputy Prime Minister and Trade
Minister under John Howard
between 1996 and 1999.
He had earlier served in the
Australian Army during the
Vietnam War.
Archbishop Coleridge,

president of the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference, said
Mr Fischer was a larger-than-life
personality who throughout his
career was genuinely dedicated to
service.
“Tim was a man of many
interests and with many talents,
but those of us who have known
him will remember most his
warmth, his humanity and his
strong conviction to pursue what
is right,” he said.
In 2008, the Labor Government appointed Mr Fischer
Australia’s Ambassador to the
Holy See. During his tenure from
2009-12, Australia’s first saint,
Mary of the Cross MacKillop, was
canonised.
In 2012, he was made a Knight
Grand Cross in the Order of Pius

IX, one of the Church’s highest
honours.
“Tim was very proud to be
our man at the Vatican at the
time and was a remarkable host
and ‘ambassador’ for Church and
country,” Archbishop Coleridge
said.
He noted that “Tim was renowned for his love of trains and,
even during his time representing
Australia in Rome, he managed to
reactivate the Vatican railway”.
“He was loved by all who met
him”, the Archbishop said, “and
we mourn his passing. But we also
celebrate all that Tim gave to his
family, his community, his Church
and his country.
“May he rest in the peace of
Christ.”
Source: ACBC Communications

Newstart should be increased for
ALL recipients: Vinnies
St Vincent de Paul Society National Council of Australia CEO
Toby O’Connor reiterated this
week the Society’s support for an
across the board increase of $75
for all recipients of Newstart.
Emphasising the Society’s
position following comments
published in The Australian today,
Mr O’Connor said while people
aged over 55 face particular challenges to finding work in a tight
job market, no particular group
of unemployed people was more
or less vulnerable than another.
“Anybody living on Newstart
faces overwhelming challenges
including to secure housing, affordable energy and basic weekly
grocery bills.
“And the longer people are on
Newstart, the more entrenched
their poverty becomes.
“Our commitment to human
dignity means we are concerned

for the wellbeing of all people
who rely on Newstart to live.
“A growing number of the
Coalition are voicing concerns
about the inadequacy of Newstart. Perhaps this is a signal that
there is a willingness to empathise
not only with older unemployed
people, as we have seen in recent
weeks, but with all recipients of
Newstart.
“There are around 180,000
available jobs and 750,000 unemployed people in Australia. Many
people with jobs are just one pay
packet away from financial crisis.
If they are made redundant or
they are unable to work, they have
nothing to tide them over.
“The inadequate level of
Newstart is a significant barrier to
employment as people are unable
to afford the cost of finding and
keeping stable employment once
they have attempted to meet basic

living costs.
“We know from feedback
from St Vincent de Paul Conferences in local communities across
Australia that people on Newstart
are increasingly likely to seek help
with the payment of energy bills
and food.
“While the government refuses
to move on this crucial issue
despite calls for an increase from
within its own ranks, organisations such as the St Vincent de
Paul Society are using resources
to help give a hand up to an
increasing number of Newstart
recipients in order to survive,” Mr
O’Connor said.
The Society of St Vincent de
Paul consists of 60,000 members
and volunteers who operate on
the ground through over 1,000
Conferences located in individual
parishes across Australia.
Source: Vinnies Media
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‘Unplanned’ actress establishes
scholarship for pregnant women
COLUMBUS, Ohio, Aug 18,
2019 / 04:55 pm (CNA) – Ashley
Bratcher, lead actress in the
pro-life movie “Unplanned,” has
helped establish a scholarship for
women pursuing an education
during an unexpected pregnancy.
“Women can pursue their
careers, live out their dreams, and
have richer, more fulfilling lives
while balancing motherhood.
Sometimes, it just takes a little
help,” Bratcher said in a recent
press release from Heartbeat
International.
“I wanted to be a part of
empowering mothers to chase
their dreams and to provide a
means for those who choose life
to continue their educations.”
The scholarship, called the Unplanned Movie Scholarship, will
give $5,000 annually for a woman
facing an unplanned pregnancy.
It can go toward educational
opportunities including college or
trade school.
The project is backed by
Heartbeat International, a pro-life
agency providing pregnancy
resources to expecting mothers in
over 2,000 locations worldwide.
“Not only will the scholarship
financially support the decision
of mothers to continue their
education, but it will also connect
them to an organization that will
support them throughout their
pregnancy and beyond,” Bratcher
added.
Jor-El Godsey, president of

WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF
‘God is a tourist attraction’
Anglican bishop says on
cathedral carnival ride

Heartbeat International, said the
scholarship will help expecting
mothers embrace education and
life.
“Tucked into Unplanned is a
vivid reminder that education can
present an obstacle to accepting
the new life within,” said Godsey.
“The Unplanned Movie
Scholarship will be a lifeline to a
young mom’s future as she makes
the brave choice to embrace
motherhood.”
Bratcher played Abby Johnson
in the movie, “Unplanned.” The
story follows the life of Johnson,
a former clinic director for
Planned Parenthood, who had
a conversion experience after
witnessing the horrors of abortion. Today, Johnson is a pro-life
advocate and the director of
And Then There Were None, a
ministry that helps other abortion
workers leave the industry.
Following the movie’s release,

numerous women reached out
to Bratcher to share their stories
of difficult pregnancy situations.
Andrea Trudden, director of
communications for Heartbeat
International, told CNA that
many women shared a common
conflict – they needed financial
support to finish their education.
“After the release of ‘Unplanned,’ Ashley had a lot of different questions from moms who
were reaching out sharing their
stories about their unplanned
pregnancies,” she said.
“The education aspect tended
to be one of the hurdles.”
Trudden said the opportunity
will provide women the support
they need to pursue their education, but it also presents a bigger
message.
“Women can have careers,
they can have fulfilling lives and
be mothers. It’s not an either-or
situation,” she said.

Pope Francis gives thousands of rosaries to
Christians in Syria
VATICAN CITY: Pope
Francis announced Thursday that
he is giving 6,000 blessed rosaries
to Catholic communities in Syria
as a sign of his closeness on the
Marian Feast of the Assumption.
“Prayer made with faith is
powerful! We continue to pray
the rosary for peace in the
Middle East and in the whole
world,” Pope Francis said on August. 15 in his Angelus message
for the Assumption of Mary.
The Pope blessed the rosaries
made by the Catholic charity Aid
to the Church in Need, and said
that the Syrian families that lost
someone because of the war are
close to his heart.
“The Feast of the Assumption
of Mary is a call for everyone,
especially for those who are
afflicted by doubts and sadness,”
Pope Francis said. “Today we
look at Mary and we see the
goal. We see that a creature was
assumed to the glory of Jesus,
the Risen Christ.”
“Every time we take the

CATHOLIC VOICE

Christine Rousselle (CNA)
NORWICH, ENGLAND: A controversial amusement park ride erected
in Norwich Cathedral has come down
after an 11-day installation.
Rt. Revd. Johnathan Meyrick, the
bishop of the Church of England’s
Diocese of Lynn, delivered a sermon
midway down the helter-skelter slide
during the final liturgy held in the
cathedral with the ride present.
“God is a tourist attraction,” Meyrick
said, claiming that God would be “revelling” in the joy it brought to visitors.
During the time the helter-skelter was
installed, over 20,000 people came
to visit the nearly thousand-year-old
cathedral.
While an estimated 10,000 people
rode down the 50-foot-high slide, the
move drew criticism from Anglicans
and Catholic alike.
The Right Reverend Dr Gavin
Ashenden, former chaplain to the
Queen – who is head of the Church of
England – called the event a “mistake,”
and misjudged “what a cathedral is
good for.”

Iraqi archbishop reflects on
Christian community five
years after ISIS takeover

ISIS captured the Christian
communities of the Nineveh plains
Aug. 6, 2014. Christians were not
able to return to the area until the
fall of 2016, when Iraqi forces and
their allies recaptured the area. To
date, about 40,000 Christians have
returned; many have emigrated.

The Miraculous
Medal - St Maximilian
Kolbe’s weapon for
evangelisation

By Courtney Grogan
ROME, ITALY: As World War II
raged around him in Poland, St.
Maximilian Kolbe fought for souls
using a printing press and another
“weapon” – the Miraculous Medal.
“Even though a person be the
worst sort, if only he agrees to wear
the medal, give it to him…and
then pray for him, and at the proper
moment strive to bring him closer to
his Immaculate Mother, so that he
have recourse to her in all difficulties
and temptations,” Kolbe said of the
Miraculous Medal.
“This is truly our heavenly
weapon,” the saint said, describing
the medal as “a bullet with which a
faithful soldier hits the enemy, i.e.
evil, and thus rescues souls.”
The Miraculous Medal is a
sacramental inspired by the Marian
apparition to St. Catherine La-boure
in Paris in 1830. The Virgin Mary appeared to Laboure as the Immaculate
Conception standing on a globe with
light streaming from her hands and
crushing a serpent under her foot.

UN initiates new annual
commemoration for religious victims of violence

Rosary into our hands and pray
with it, we take a step towards
the great goal of life,” he said.
Pope Francis said that Mary
exalts in the greatness in the
Lord and invites everyone to
raise their eyes to the great things
that the Lord accomplished in
her.
“Mary shows us that if we
want our life to be happy, God
must be placed first, because he
alone is great,” he said.

Mary, as every mother, wants
the best for her children, the
pope explained. He said that
Mary tells each person: “You
are precious in the eyes of God;
you are not made for the small
fulfillment of the world, but for
the great joys of heaven.”
“Let us be attracted by true
beauty, let us not be sucked into
the smallness of life, but choose
the greatness of heaven,” Pope
Francis said.

Catholic News Agency
ERBIL, IRAQ: Five years on from the
conquering of Christian communities
in Iraq by the so-called Islamic State,
Christians in the country remain at
the “point of extinction,” Chaldean
Archbishop Bashar Warda of Erbil said
this week.
“The ISIS attack led to the
displacement of more than 125,000
Christians from historical home-lands
and rendered us, in a single night,
without shelter and refuge, without
work or proper-ties, without churches
and monasteries, without the ability to
participate in any of the normal things
of life that give dignity; family visits,
celebration of weddings and births,
the sharing of sorrows,” Warda told
papal charity Aid to the Church in Need
this week.

CNA
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y: The
United Nations General Assembly has
designated August 22 as the first-ever
International Day Commemorating the
Victims of Acts of Violence Based on
Religion or Belief.
“On this Day, we reaffirm our
unwavering support for the victims of
violence based on religion and belief.
And we demonstrate that support by
doing all in our power to prevent such
attacks and demanding that those
responsible are held accountable,” said
UN Secretary-General António Guterres
in a statement. The General Assembly
condemned acts of violence against
religious minorities and reiterated its
support for the right to freedom of
religion, as outlined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Rallying for Life
“We are the pro-life generation!”
By Joseph Doyle

Just past midday on Thursday
the 8th of August in the lower
house of the Parliament of New
South Wales, I was sitting in the
gallery listening to the politicians
debating the current Abortion
Bill. It had been a week since the
introduction of the Greenwich
Bill to Parliament. Among other
extreme proposals, this Bill would
allow for sex-selective abortions,
late-term abortions on demand
and the complete erosion of
conscience rights for doctors in
New South Wales.
Throughout the day, no matter
the politicians said inside the walls
of Parliament, I could faintly hear
the sound of chanting coming
From left: Anna Harrison, Annie Van Rensburg, Sarah Ryan, Andrew Placko and
from outside.
Felicity Yeo. At Rally for Life outside the Parliament of NSW, April 2019.
“We are the pro-life
generation!”
Everyone in the room could
hear it. And they haven’t stopped
hearing it.
From the moment that this Bill
was tabled there has been a vigorous response. Large numbers of
pro-lifers, especially young people,
have turned out in droves to be a
witness for the sanctity of human
life at all stages. From protesting
outside Parliament, to organising
a petition with the signatures of
over 80,000 people, the young and
dedicated pro-life movement was
making its voice heard.
Not with hatred. Not with
bigotry. Just hundreds of young
people trying to take a stand for
the vulnerable and the voiceless.
It’s been amazing to be a part of it. Elizabeth and Joseph Doyle add their voices to the Rally for Life in Sydney
I first got involved with the
pro-life movement when I was just
Nothing can shake this conviction that
out of high school. I had always
we should do all that we can to defend
been very passionately pro-life as a
the wondrous and sacred life present
result of my Catholic upbringing.
from the moment of conception.
However after being invited to a
pro-life training camp, I began to
see how I might be able to play a
time and efforts in whatever small
the moment of conception. In the
small part in standing for life.
way I can. Whether that involves
same breath, we also recognise the
Since then, I’ve had the opengaging in street activism, attendneed for authentic and life-giving
portunity to meet with politicians
ing protests or even just volunteer- care for women in crisis pregnancy
and engaging with people on street ing to help in a crisis pregnancy
situations. To be pro-life today is
corners across Australia to change
centre, all of these things go some
to proclaim that we can do better
hearts and minds on abortion
ways towards standing for life.
to support and love them both
and the sanctity of life. I was one
Being openly pro-life means
than abortion.
of the many young people who
being willing to endure the vitriol
At the time of writing, it
volunteered to keep vigil outside
that comes from standing against
seems unlikely that this Bill will
New South Wales Parliament
abortion. Everyone, myself
be defeated. It seems likely that
overnight until sunrise the folincluded, who takes a stand for
New South Wales will join the
lowing day. And in the late hours
life in this country has to regularly
A.C.T. and several other states
of the night, three days later, we
face verbal abuse every time we
in effectively legalising abortion
were still there outside Parliament,
say anything about the horrors of
on demand. And yet, despite
singing Amazing Grace as the Bill
abortion.
everything that is stacked against
passed in the Lower House.
But nothing can shake this
us, despite all of the vitriol that we
But the most significant role
conviction that we should do all
receive on our university campusthat I play is to be a part of this
that we can to defend the wones, in the streets and the media, I
pro-life generation. I volunteer my
drous and sacred life present from
join with hundreds of other young

A Choice No Mother Should Have to Make
By Felicity de Fombelle

Joseph Doyle during street engagements with with Youth for Life’ Ride for Human
Rights in Canberra, December 2017.

“

Elizabeth Phillips at the Rally for Life outside the Parliament of NSW, April 2019.

people to continue to stand for life
in whatever way we can.
Because we are the pro-life
generation.

Joseph Doyle is from Canberra and
is currently studying a Masters of
Theology at Catholic Institute of
Sydney.

A WOMEN’S advocate who is
leading the fight against the NSW
abortion laws says there are two
victims of every abortion – the
unborn children and their mothers.
Barrister Rachael Wong has
written newspaper articles, made
submissions to the inquiry into the
controversial Bill, lobbied MPs and
recently addressed a 10,000 strong
rally outside the NSW Parliament, which she described as “a
phenomenal moment in our state’s
history.”
An Adjunct Lecturer in the
School of Law at Notre Dame
University, Rachael is also the
Managing Director of independent think tank Women’s Forum
Australia.
“I am appalled, angry and heartbroken at what has taken place in
our Parliament over the past few
weeks,” Rachael told the pro-life
crowd.
She went on: “I am appalled at
the utter abuse of process surrounding this bill. The manner in
which it has been rammed through
Parliament has clearly been aimed
at supressing, rather than promoting, democratic debate and discussion on a fundamentally important
issue. Conflicting views aside, this
is something that should deeply
disturb everyone in this state.
“I am angry that the devastating
impact of abortion on women and
the real needs of women facing
an unplanned pregnancy continue
to be ignored. That our politicians
disgracefully voted down crucial
protections for women and girls
vulnerable to coercion, sex-selective abortions and sexual abuse.
And that the so-called “right to
abortion” is being aggressively
pursued at all costs – even at the
cost of women’s and girls’ health
and lives.
“And I am heartbroken at the
callousness of a law that would
effectively allow abortion on
demand until birth. That would
leave those babies who by some
miracle survive an abortion to die
without medical treatment. That
further disregards the humanity
and dignity of the most vulnerable
members of our human family.
And that tragically continues to pit
women against their children.”
The bill mimics abortion law
changes which have already passed
in Victoria and Queensland by
effectively allowing abortion at
any stage of pregnancy, and for

“Instead of making abortions
more available, our government
should address the real issues
women are facing, and provide
them with genuine support,
especially in situations of domestic
violence. We need to ensure that
women feel empowered to have
and raise their children, and don’t
feel that abortion is their only
choice.”
While supporters describe
current abortion laws as archaic,
Rachael said it was archaic to tell
women that the solution to their
problems is to get rid of their
child.
“For all their talk of ‘progress’,
this is an incredibly regressive,
anti-woman, inhuman law, and a
grave step backwards for women
and our society,” she added.
“In 2019, we must do better for
women, and their children, than
abortion.”
With the bill set to be debated
in the NSW Upper House in
September, Rachael is urging
people to join her in speaking up
for women and unborn children.
“Abortion is a human issue,”
she said. “Anyone who genuinely cares about women and their
unborn children should be deeply
concerned by what is happening
in NSW.
“Anyone with a commitment
to truth, justice, and love for
neighbour, as well as a belief in the
inherent dignity of every human
being, has a responsibility to speak
out against this horrific bill.”

“

Rachael Wong addresses a 10,000 strong crowd at the Rally for Life in Sydney

I am angry that
the devastating
impact of abortion
on women and
the real needs of
women facing an
unplanned pregnancy continue to
be ignored. That
our politicians
disgracefully voted
down crucial protections for women
and girls vulnerable
to coercion, sexselective abortions
and sexual abuse.
any reason, including the child’s
gender.
The NSW proposal:
•
Makes abortion legal
up to five months on request (at
which point a baby can survive
outside the womb);
•
Allows abortion beyond
five months with no upper
gestational limit and very minimal
restrictions. Two doctors must
agree that the abortion should
occur, having broad reference to
the woman’s circumstances.
Rachael said the bill was a radical departure from the current law

Rachael Wong is a Barrister and
Adjunct Lecturer in the School of Law
at Notre Dame University. She is the
Managing Director of independent
think tank Women’s Forum Australia
http://www.womensforumaustralia.
org/

Crowds gather outside the NSW Parliament at the Rally for Life in Sydney

dand condemned it for removing
protections “for women, unborn
children and health practitioners.”

“Most women seek abortions
because they believe they have no
other choice,” she said.
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A Spirituality of Social Justice
By Shane Dwyer

HAS anyone ever been able to answer
the age-old question about the chicken
and the egg? I am sure there are profound
arguments for the existential precedence
of one over the other, but there is equally
persuasive argumentation for the opposite.
As Social Justice Sunday draws closer
(September 29), I was thinking of this as
I began to ponder the interconnection
between the faith we hold and the call we
experience to live that faith in the world.
Which comes first? Perhaps, as with the
chicken and the egg, it does not matter.
What matters is the awareness that they
are deeply connected.
The Catholic faith, when well-rounded
and healthy, is not solely concerned
with the spiritual. This can seem
counterintuitive, as you might think
that ‘faith’ is only to do with spiritual
things. However, central to the Catholic
understanding is the conviction that
the spiritual and the physical are deeply
connected. This is because of who
we believe Jesus Christ to be and is a
consequence of taking his teaching
seriously.
Jesus Christ is God expressed in human
form. We experience God in Jesus, for
he is God. This, then, tells us that now
and for all time, the spiritual (God) finds
its home in the physical (the world). We
cannot live an authentic Catholic life
while somehow artificially separating
our faith from our real day-to-day lives.
This is central to the Catholic conviction
that, while belief in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the source
of salvation, if that faith is not expressed
in what we do (i.e., our ‘works’), then that
faith is not real. A purely spiritual faith,

“

not ‘incarnated’ in our lives, is not faith at
all and is not capable of saving anyone.
You cannot disconnect the spiritual and
the physical.
The connection with Social Justice

dignity of all human beings. While we
might at times question how those we
encounter may choose to live their lives,
that does not undermine our awareness
that they have an innate dignity that

A Christian faith that does not engage with the
world, fails to concern itself with the struggles
and needs of others,

should be obvious, but deserves to be
unpacked. The first principle that governs
our relationship with the society in
which we live is that of the fundamental

deserves our respect and, as required, our
compassionate care.
There are many examples of where
Jesus called those who believe in him
to care for others. It can be distilled
down to his teaching “love God and
love neighbour” (Mark 12:30 – 31). You
cannot have one without the other. But
there is more to love than emotion and
feelings. When Jesus speaks of loving our
neighbour he tells the story of the Good
Samaritan – a man who did not share the
faith of the people Jesus was talking to,
but who revealed in his actions a degree
of love that showed the kind of person

with which God is pleased (see Luke
10:25 – 37). God is to be found in those
in need (Matthew 25:31 – 46), and serving
them serves God.
We are so used to this idea that we can
fail to recognise how unusual this was.
The predominant belief had been that,
if an individual or group experienced
suffering or need, it was an indication
that God had abandoned them. God was
said to be with those who prospered,
lived long lives, had many children, and
made something of themselves in the
world. It finds its modern equivalent in
the so-called “prosperity gospel” of some
more recently established Christian faith
communities.
That this was not Jesus’ perspective
must be taken on board. He turns the
idea that health, success, etc. are a sign
of God’s blessing on its head. He teaches
instead that God is to be found in those
who suffer. What is more, those who
serve them are the sign of God’s presence
and are his hands as he reaches out to
care for them. How real our faith actually
is, is defined not by the strength of our
conviction, but by the service we show to
others. All you need is faith the size of a
mustard seed (Luke 17:6).
A Christian faith that does not engage
with the world, fails to concern itself
with the struggles and needs of others,
and does not challenge the neglect of
the economically disadvantaged, the
suffering, the immigrant, the refugee, the
mentally ill and so on is not the Christian
faith. Furthermore, a way of being that
presumes the superiority of one gender
over the other, one race over another, one
social and economic class over another, is
inherently neglectful of the gospel and the
teachings of the Apostles. There are those
laying claim to the Christian faith who, by
their actions and attitudes, may have little
right to do so. Social Justice Sunday is a
challenge to us all.
Shane Dwyer is the Director of the
National Centre for Evangelisation and the
Catholic Enquiry Centre.

Free Workshop

on this year’s Social Justice Statement,

Making It Real: genuine human encounter in our
digital world,
Date: Saturday, 14 September
Time: 10am-12noon
Place: Haydon Hall, St Christopher’s Pastoral Centre,
Franklin St, Manuka.
Commission Chairman, Mike Cassidy will facilitate
discussion of the Statement.
RSVP: Tuesday, 10 September
tel: 0412 145 088 or e-mail: Social.Justice@cg.org.au
If rural participants would like billeting on Friday and/or Saturday evening, please
RSVP by Monday, 9 September.
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Sunday, Game Day
By Penny Lucas

MASS is ritual. It’s tradition,
it’s repetitive and it’s steeped in
history. My own mass rituals
though, are just as repetitive and
routine-like and, without them,
my family just couldn’t be part of
this Sunday ceremony.
As my husband, Charlie is not
Catholic, most of my Sunday
mass visits involve me as the
sole adult with my four charges
ranging from ten to three. We
stop at the font on the way in
and everyone blesses themselves
with robotic movements and
lyrics, all eyes on the three year
old who mumbles, mumbles,
mumbles until … a very loud,
very confident clap of the hands
and … AMEN! As proud as
punch, he enters the church first
and heads straight for the small
toy box at the back.
Let me introduce you to
Game Plan strategy #1. The toy
box which is made up of our
own basket, own toys and own
books - never played with or read
at home but, placed at the back
of the church, they are seen as
the shiniest, most exciting and
tantalising mismatch of wonder
in all of the land!
Monty chooses as many of
the carefully ‘donated’ non-noise
making toys as he can fit in
his chubby little hands and we
proceed to ‘our’ pew.
Game Plan strategy #2. The
pew chosen for its lack of any
pews in front (also known as
toddler forts - ripe for climbing),
chosen for Dave and Trev who
sit closest to us and don’t mind

the odd soft ball landing on their
shoulders, chosen for the side
doors nearby which allow for
discreet exiting, chosen for the
easy access to powerpoints when
I need to neutralise my pretzel/
Jatz/rice cracker bribery evidence
with the church Dyson and
chosen for the bonus that is the
industrial fan, needed badly during very busy Christmas Masses!
Game Plan Strategy #3 is
perhaps the greatest blessing of
all blessings bestowed during
Sunday Eucharist at our church
… Children’s Liturgy. As soon
as we have made the sign of
the cross, the children are called
forth and, snack bag of pretzels
in hand, Monty and his three
sisters present for breaking open
of the word - child friendly style.
Once every eight weeks, I am
the one they present to but, for
the other weeks, I take a deep
breath out, relax into my pew and
enjoy the Liturgy of the Word.
I could be wrong but Dave and
Trev’s shoulders seem to drop a
couple of centimetres too! So,
until the offertory procession, I
pretend I’m 84. Enjoying silence,
peace and quiet and food for the
soul.
If we’re not straight to the
back to hectically divide the
two offertory items into five to
appease every family member
for the trip down the aisle when
rostered on, the children join me
and Monty knows it’s ‘kneeling time’. Which he does with
impressive conscientiousness.
Game Plan strategy #4. I

The Lucas clan from left,; Ruby 7, Monty 3, Beatrice 9 and Poppy 10

watch with guilt as many of our
senior members smile at my
blond little three yr old, kneeling
and gazing into my eyes smiling.
I know how misguided their
thoughts of what an incredible
parenting job we have done are,
I know that, not in their wildest
dreams are they thinking that

the smile and eager eyes from
Monty have nothing to do with
how well-trained a mass goer he
is or how much he is enjoying the
Eucharistic Prayer. They don’t
see the sneaky snap lock bag of
two Allen’s snakes that I spend
the breaking of the bread bribing
Monty with.

When we stand, he is momentarily distracted by the Sign
of Peace where he shakes hands
with Dave and Trev, the family
and Jean, dear Jean, who takes
his hand no matter how sticky or
grubby it is! When we kneel back
down, two snakes become one
and it’s ‘blessing’ time.
Now, one may think that surely
after communion, we could last
the dismissal without the need
for another treat but not where
Monty is concerned because that
small wafer, transformed into
the Body of Christ is, like eating
a giant Freddo frog in front of
a small child so I need snake #2
as much as Jean needs to sanitise
her hands after the sign of peace!
Snake two is demolished, I get to
offer up some prayers and voila!
Final hymn is played and I
can either a) chat to the other
parishioners or b) employ the
Dyson to erase all evidence of
my detailed and comprehensive
Game Plan, especially the pretzel
part!! My ritual is well-oiled,
well-rehearsed and blessedly
supported by a wonderful bunch
of fellow Eucharistic brothers
and sisters so that we can feel like
the winners on Game Day!
Penny Lucas is married to Charlie
and mother of four children.
Penny describes herself as the
“very lucky” teacher of Years
One and Two at Trinity Primary
School in Murrumburrah

Holy Spirit parish promotes faith through sport
HOLY Spirit Parish, Amaroo, has gone
the extra mile in thinking outside the box
and promoting spirituality in their parish,
by bringing people together through social
events like sports.
Their volleyball team, right from its
inception, promoted a sense of wellbeing
in the hearts and minds of all those who
joined them on Sundays, to share a laugh,
learn the game and most importantly have
a good time.
Their volleyball family, which consists
of 20-25 members, recently celebrated the
1-year anniversary and wishes to welcome
one and all to their social volleyball gathering on Sunday’s at 6:30pm at the indoor
volleyball court at church premises.
At the photoshoot, with matching
volleyball jerseys and beautiful smiles,
the team members had only one thing to
share about their journey so far and it was
how liberated they felt, physically, mentally, emotionally and most importantly
The Holy Spirit parish netball team, bringing people together through sport. Photo supplied by Holy Spirit parish.
spiritually.
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Students shine in record numbers
A RECORD number of
students from the Archdiocese
gathered at Marist College for the
third annual Shine Gathering.
This year 520 students
from 12 schools across the
Archdiocese participated in the
Gathering, up from 450 students
last year.
Project Officer for Catholic
Schools and the New Evangelisation, Nathan Galea, said he was
excited by the continued growth
of Shine which he described as
a chance for young people who
have chosen the Youth Ministry
course to come together from all
over the Archdiocese.
“We’ve got people from Pambula and the South Coast, people
from around Canberra, out in the
country, places like Temora and
Cootamundra,” Mr Galea said.
“We are excited about the
things that are taking place in
our Archdiocese as we begin to
seek new ways for our schools
to become centres of the New
Evangelisation. Places that enable
our students to take up their
baptismal call to go out and be a
light to the nations.”
“There’s something special
about when we come together
and, at a time in the Church
when there’s not necessarily a
lot of engagement, we know, as
Pope Francis has called us, to go
to where our young people are
and then to call them on and to
show them the gift of our Faith
and what it is that our Catholic
faith has to offer.”
Archbishop Christopher
Prowse, who was one of the
opening speakers at the Gathering, was also pleased with
the continued growth of the
event and said he was proud to
welcome the present and future
leaders of the Church.
“I’m really happy it has
been organised by youth, for
youth and for the evangelisation particularly of youth in

Youth Ministers from across the Archdiocese for 2019

“

Youth Minister Jarryd Atkinson blessing a student during the Prayer Response

the Archdiocese,” Archbishop
Christopher said.
“We’re well placed to be what
Christ wants us to be, to be his
presence in the world today as
Missionary Disciples.”
The event was a gathering of
year 9 and 10 students who had
chosen an elective within the
Religious Education curriculum
focused on the CSYMA youth

ministry program. The popularity of the elective is an indicator
of the success of the CSYMA
model now being implemented
across the Archdiocese.
Throughout the day, students
participated in ice-breakers,
workshops, singing, testimonies
and a range of other activities.

I loved this conference so much;
I wish there were
one every week.
I don't think I
can even wait
for next year. It
is so, so lovely to
know that there
are loads more
people across the
archdiocese that
are just like me
and are on their
faith journey just
like me. I am so
glad that I signed
up for the Youth
Ministry class
this year, I am
learning so much
about my faith,
and it is helping
me discover the
person I want to
be. THANK YOU!
The Archbishop
was pretty cool
and the drama
activity was fun
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at
SHINE, thank you
for opening my
eyes to God.

“

It made me
realize God has a
plan for my life.
Youth Minister Chiara Catanzariti with students from her school St. Clare’s College, Canberra

The amazing
Catechist
ministry
“So, as I look out at you, I
think: who are catechists? They
are people who keep the memory
of God alive; they keep it alive in
themselves and they are able to revive it in others. This is something
beautiful,” (Pope Francis).
Evangelisation, the spreading of the Good News of
Jesus is a constant theme that
comes forth from the preaching and writings of Pope
Francis. One large group,
possibly the largest group of
volunteers in our Church,
are our catechists who carry
out this evangelising mission
weekly in our State schools.
Within our own Archdiocese, we have 200 catechists
teaching and ministering to
about 2,200 Catholic children
who attend government
schools. These hard-working,
prayerful and often unrecognised ‘evangelists’ seek to
bring the love of Jesus, and
Catholic teaching to these
children. They are truly amazing catechists.
The above quote came
from Pope Francis’ message
at the International Day of
Catechists in Rome. This was
attended by more than 2,000
catechists from all over the
globe and was held in the Paul
VI Hall in the Vatican. There
were many excellent messages,
with an emphasis on encountering Jesus and catechesis.
Regarding the importance
of catechesis, evangelisation and the Church, our
previous Apostolic Nuncio,
Archbishop Paul Gallagher,
was addressing a meeting
of catechist directors and
coordinators a few years back.
I had asked Archbishop Paul
to speak about the mission of
catechists in countries where
he had previously worked.
In Guatemala, where there
had been a civil war, the
Archbishop mentioned that
the catechists were on the
forefront of the evangelising
mission of the Church. As
a consequence of this most
important work, the catechists
were sometimes attacked and
even killed by the rebels.
What about you? Do
you sense the call to be an
Amazing Catechist? If not,
perhaps to support them in
some ways. Perhaps you could
be a prayer partner? Or just
simply encourage the wonderful volunteers that we already
have.
Interested? Go to www.
amazingcatechists.org.au for
more information
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Supporting Parents’ vital role
By Lara Kirk

THE aim of Child Protection
week is to engage the community
in protecting children through
supporting their families. The
Catholic Church is one community which is uniquely placed
to be highly effective in that task
- if only we would take seriously
what we teach about the role of
parents.
The Church teaches that
parents are the primary educators
of their children - a fact which is
supported by the social sciences.
The church also teaches that
parents are uniquely ‘ordained’
to be effective in this role, just as
priest is ordained to be effective
in his.
Sometimes, in our desire to
help, those of us working within
Church agencies can unwittingly
make parents feel unqualified or
inadequate. There is always a danger of ‘professionlising’ parenting
within our institutions to the
point that parents feel tempted to
relinquish responsibility for their
God given role.
A vital task then, is to witness to parents the great dignity

Some of the members of the Archdiocesan Marriage Family and Relationships team who work to support teachers
and parents in trying to instill respect for self and others through respectful relationships programs.

of their vocation and to give
them confidence that family
life, despite its messiness, is the
optimal environment in which
to grow well rounded and happy
human beings. Parents need to be
encouraged they do ‘have what it
takes”. We need to communicate
to parents that ‘God believes in
you and so do we’.

Apart from our extensive
education system we are really
only making baby steps as an
Archdiocese in pastorally supporting parents in their vital
role as first educators. One
initiative of the Marriage, Family
& Relationships team has been
providing assistance to parents in
guiding their children through the

sometimes uncertain transition
years of puberty.
Schools can invite us to run
an evening in which parents and
children together receive helpful
information about the changes
about to take place. We try to
create plenty of opportunities
for parents to share with their
children their own knowledge and

experience of growing up and for
the children to share how they
feel about what they are learning.
Some parents want to know
what the exact content of the
evening will be and we happily
share all the materials we will be
using with the parents ahead of
time. We encourage parents to ask
as many questions as they need to.
We also supply parents with a take
home pack of recommended resources so that they can continue
the conversations at home.
Helping parents negotiate
the uncertain and sometimes
dangerous waters of social media
and unsavoury online content is
another area we making some
inroads into.
There is no doubt that the
role of parenting in the current
environment is becoming a more
demanding and complex task. But
parents are usually still best placed
to assist their own children. Our
task as a Church community is
to provide as many supports and
resources as we can to parents
and to communicate in word and
action that “we believe in you and
are here to support you”

16 TRAVEL

2019 FATHER’S DAY APPEAL WWW.CGCATHOLIC.ORG.AU/DONATE

SEPTEMBER 2019

Pintxos in Parte Vieja
The following Travel story was written for the Catholic Voice by the
Chancery’s Senior Portfolio Manager Dennis Godfrey.

HAVING just returned from a
three week trip to Europe during
a northern hemisphere summer,
I have been reacquainting myself
with the early morning frosts
of Canberra and contemplating
which of the two temperatures I
prefer!
In long walks with my dog in
the early hours, wearing gloves,
beanie and jacket, I have had an
opportunity to reflect on my trip
which included in part, five of
my siblings and our six spouses
enjoying a week together in
France celebrating 60th and 70th
birthdays.
The last five days of my
holiday were spent with my wife
Fiona in north western Spain in
San Sebastian, or Donastia, as it
is known in the Basque language.
The Basque form Donostia and
the Spanish form San Sebastián
have the same meaning of Saint
Sebastian.
The Parte Vieja (Spanish - Old
Town) is the traditional core area

of the city and this is where we
stayed in an Air B&B apartment
situated immediately above a
Pintxo Bar – Bar Nestor. (Pintxo
is the Basque word equivalent to
Tapas)
San Sebastián and its surrounding area is home to a high
concentration of restaurants
boasting Michelin stars and
second only per capita in the
world, behind Kyoto, Japan.
On our first night in San
Sebastián, we had hired the
services of a ‘Chef led tour’ of
the Old Town.
Gregory of ‘Basque Bites’
proved to be a wise choice
although his website does say:
“One should expect a slight
hangover the next morning!”
We met Gregory at our
prearranged spot only to discover
that Gregory was an American –
whose mother was born in Perth,
and who held Australian citizenship. He had been a resident of
San Sebastián for eight years and

Corkhill Bros
Landscaping Supplies
Canberra

SAND, SOIL, MULCH AND MORE
See Corkhill Bros for all your residential and
commercial landscaping needs.
Pickup and delivery available.
A more comprehensive list of our products
and services is available on our website
www.corkhillbros.com.au

Our supply outlets

SYMONSTON Mugga Lane | Ph: 6239 7200
MITCHELL 33 Darling Street | Ph: 6280 4011

Fiona outside a typical Pintxo Bar in
San Sebastian

was married to a local girl.
Gregory gave us a fascinating
insight into the history and the
food and bar culture of San
Sebastián.
The Pintxo Bars of the Old
Town are literally everywhere. In
fact, there is an average of one
bar per 12 residents in the Old
Town and finding out which ones
to visit, how you do it, and what
you do when in one was made
simple by our guide.
At first, Gregory asked us if
there was anything we didn’t eat.
Being adventurous, I suggested
that he just order us the dishes
that he would normally order.
So off we went to try out five
different bars and ‘more’ than
five different drinks!
The ethos of the Pintxo Bars
is that you order a pintxo and
a drink, on receiving them, you
then find somewhere to eat.
This is where you need a bit of
confidence.
The idea is that you basically
push your way into either a table,
shelf or stand up bar, say to the
others already there, “Do you
mind if I join you?” and before
long, you are talking to your
new best friends – generally,
either locals or from some other
European country!
Over the course of the night, I
tried about eight different pintxos
all of which were absolutely
divine.
I can’t believe I would be using
words such as divine when talking
about foods such as pork cheek,
veal cheek, green peppers with
anchovies, not to mention Foie
Gras (goose liver) and Pigs Ear!
Drinks were many! and varied
including vermouth, a local cider
and of course wines. On a
return visit to one of the bars a
few days later, we had a family
of Dutch people move in on
us saying, “Do you mind if we
join you?” We didn’t mind. We

Dennis and Fiona outside Bar Nestor which is situated just below their
accommodation

Fiona enjoying the San Sebastian beach vista

shared drinks and found out
about each other. Since returning
home, we have continued to
correspond with this family and
arrangements have been made for
the eldest daughter to spend part
of her gap year with us in 2021.

All in all, San Sebastián – a
great and friendly place to visit.
Great food, beautiful old buildings and an incredibly interesting
history as well as three very good
beaches.

History of San Sebastian
San Sebastian has a very interesting history and up to very recent times.
In 1813, British and Portuguese forces surrounded the town to oust the
French, The Basque people arranged for all their men, women and children to
come down from the hills and use wooden spoons on their pots and pans as
marching drums.
They played these for 24 continuous hours prior to the Portuguese moving
into fight. The British would not enter the fray until after the French had been
routed and then set fire to the town.
Every year on 20 January “the feast of Saint Sebastian” the people of San
Sebastián celebrate a festival known as the “Tamborrada”.
At midnight, in Constitution Plaza in the Parte Vieja”, the mayor, dressed as a
chef, raises the flag of San Sebastián. For 24 hours, the entire city is awash with
the sound of drums. The adults dress as cooks and soldiers and march all night
with their cook hats and white aprons.
Similar to “The Troubles” in Northern Ireland, there has been a long history
of internal fighting involving Franco’s Nationalist, Basque Nationalists, ETA and
unionists.
A ceasefire has been in place since 2010. San Sebastián resides in the
Basque Autonomous Community with an average wealth 30% higher than
Spain’s average.
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Fr Martins Aloga and Bernie Basevi enjoying the Feast of St Bernard at Batemans Bay Parish. Photo supplied by Anne Jackson.

Archbishop Christopher Prowse talking with Youth Minister Angela Read at
“Shine 2019”. Photo Chris Gordon.

Students involved in the Confirmation program at St Anne’s, Temora. Photo Chris Gordon.

Henry Barrington, Jan Schor, Elizabeth
CE Deputy Director Angus Tulley and Marist Principal Matthew Hutchison at
Barrington at the Batemans Bay
parish feast day. Photo Anne Jackson. the Shine gathering at Marist College. Photo Chris Gordon.

A St Mary’s, Moruya. student dresses u[p for Book weekPhoto St Mary’s Facebook page.

Everything old is new again for these three friends at Lumen Christi’s Book
Week parade at Pambula. Photo Danielle Lynn.

And of course Book Week isn’t just for the kids, as the grown-ups at St Gregory’s Queanbeyan displayed.
Photo St Gregory’s Facebook page.
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Classifieds
ACCOMODATION

FOR SALE OR REPAIR

KAMBAH ACT - Ground
floor
2 bedrooms in fully selfGARDEN:
contained
unit, suitsheep
1 or 2manure
female
Bags of garden
students/professionals. Parking
and bagsclose
of cow
manure,
$7
available,
to bus
stop. Owner
per above,
bag. Minimum
is
lives
referencesorder
required.
Contact
Mary
five bags.
Free0422054818.
delivery around

Canberra area. Phone Mark

McKELLAR, ACT: In a caring
on 0427home.
053 988.
Catholic
Handy to Unis,
bus and shops. Suit young male.
Three
meals, snacks, laundry.
KENWOOD:
$280 pw plus share utilities cost.
Chef food
mixerPhone:
$100, 0430
microReferees
required.
waves
from
$40.
Six
month
667 447.

warranty. Free quote for
repairs. Will trade-in or purchaseFOR
old items.
Microwave
SALE
or
glass traysREPAIR
from $10. Phone
John on (02) 6166 5512 or
0403 050 960.
GARDEN:
Bags of garden

sheep manure and bags of cow
manure, $7 per bag. Minimum
order is five bags. Free delivery
around Canberra area. Phone
BROULEE:
Mark
on 0427 053 988.

HOLIDAYS

Spectacular views near beach.

KENWOOD: Chef food
Six-bedroom, three-bathroom
mixer $100, microwaves from
house.
living
areas,
$40.
SixTwo
month
warranty.
Free
quote
for repairs.
includes
balcony
withWill
wontrade-in
or
purchase
old
items.
derful views, fully equipped.
Microwave glass trays from $10.
Great John
for family
–
Phone
on (02)groups
6166 5512
sleeps
or
040314.
050Phone:
960. (02) 6257

1222. Visit www.brouleebeachhouse.com.
HOLIDAYS

BROULEE: Spectacular views
near beach. Six-bedroom, threebathroom house. Two living areas,
includes balcony with wonderful
views, fully equipped. Great for
family groups – sleeps 14. Phone:
(02) 6257 1222.Visit www.
brouleebeachhouse.com.

EUROBODALLA: Bodalla
Rockhouse. Best of the bush and
the beach. Passive solar Stone
farmhouse set on 100acres.
Spectacular elevated
over
GARDEN
ANDviews
HOME
the lagoon and Tuross River
CLEANING
Valley. Relax ,prayTOOLS:
,eat to the
slow rhythms
of life
2WP,
the home
ofamongst
innovative
the
dairy
farms.
8km
from the
garden and home cleaning
historic village of Bodalla. Minutes
tools
are excited
to announce
to beaches
lakes. Sleeps
8, four
bedrooms,
bathrooms.
we
will betwo
at Tulip
Top Great
for familiesfrom
or couples.
Pets
Gardens
14th September
welcome
by
arrangement.
Ph
th
October.
you
to
130400
Jenny
735454.See
www.stayz.
com.au/bodallarockhouse
there.
www.2wp.com.au. . Ph:

SERVICES

1300 297 000.

TUROSS HEADS: Ella May
Holiday Flats. Renovated two
bedrooms, walkPLUMBING:
to the beach.
GETIN2IT
Fully equipped,
available
all year
New
homes, fix
taps, toilet
including weekends. Off-season
repairs,
blocked
Min
rates ranging
fromdrains.
$150 p/n
to
$350out
p/n.fee
Contact
Deidre
on
call
$80.00
– discount
0414pensioners.
597 619.Visit
www.ellamay.
for
Please
call us
com.au.

for your free quote as well as
some water saving tips. Call
Matt – 0422 050 553.

SERVICES

BM SCRAP METAL: Scrap
metal wanted - unwanted cars,
trucks, vans, bikes, bus etc. We
pay cash $$$. Every sale, we
donate a percentage to our
parish. So clean up and support
our local parish. Call Matt Martin
0422 050 553 or Bill Martin
0412 210 245.

Deadline: 15th of the month.
Email: catholic.voice@cg.org.au
www.catholicvoice.org.au/
advertising/

GETIN2IT PLUMBING:
New homes, fix taps, toilet
PAINTING
repairs, blocked drains. Min call
CONTRACTOR:
out fee $80.00 – discount for
Small
jobs specialist.
pensioners.
Please call Services
us for your
free quote
well ascarpentry,
some water
range
fromasminor
saving tips. Call
– 0422 050
fence
plastering,
tiling,Matt
553.

repairs, painting, roofing,
HANDYMAN
and PAINTplumbing
and much
more.
ING
CONTRACTOR:
Small
All in Canberra area. Free
jobs specialist. Services range
quotes.
10%
discount
for
from minor
carpentry,
plastering,
tiling, fence repairs,
painting,
pensioners.
No job
too big
roofing,
and much
or
too plumbing
small. Phone
Luismore.
All in Canberra area. Free quotes.
Flores
on 0404
605 687 or
10% discount
for pensioners.
No
job too
big or
too small. Phone
(02)
6140
1317.
Luis Flores on 0404 605 687 or
(02) 6140 1317.

SINGING: If you can talk
PHYSIOTHERAPY:
Experithen
you can sing. Lessons
enced singing
Physio specialising
make
easier. in the
treatment of necks, backs, knees,
Experienced
Varied
ankles, pre and teacher.
post-op rehab.
Professional
and friendly.
Located
styles
including
classical,
in
Weston.
Phone
Thérèse
Keilysacred, musicals and popuWynter Physio on 0428 840 555
lar.
Phone
Rosemary
on
or book
online
at tkwphysio.com.
au. 6297 2974 or 0414
(02)
228 618.

SINGING: If you can talk then
you can sing. Lessons make singing
easier. Experienced teacher.Varied
styles including classical, sacred,
musicals and popular. Phone
Rosemary on (02) 6297 2974 or
0414 228 618.

ELECTRICIAN/SOLAR
INSTALLER: John Thomsen
Electrical - All Electrical work
from new houses to renovations,
switchboard upgrades, LED lighting, Fire alarms, Phone and data,
Grid connected Solar systems
both domestic and commercial,
Grid connected Solar systems
with batteries, Evo Inverter
testing, Solar gates, Solar street
lighting. Call 0428 584 086 or
email jtomo71@hotmail.com.

Double Profession for Secular
Franciscan Order
at Farrer
Archbishop
emphasises

“As Franciscansin
living in the
need for discernment
secular world we ‘put on’ Christ
live the gospel message
second Plenaryand
phase
within our everyday lives, in our

THE Holy Spirit Secular
Franciscan Order of Canberra
was delighted to receive two new
members into their fraternity this
month.
Genevieve Colbert and Michelle
McGaurr were professed into the
lay Order on May 17 at St Augustine’s Church, Farrer.
As professed members they
have promised to live their lives by
following Jesus in the spirit of St
Francis of Assisi, who himself is
said to have been the most Christlike person to have ever lived, after
Christ himself.
After having journeyed with
the members of the Order for the
past three years Ms McGaurr said,
“what drew me to St Francis and
the Franciscan way was St Francis’
deep connection to the natural
world
him, hisphase
universal
ASaround
THE second
of
love
for
all
of
creation,
the waygets
he
the Plenary Council process
embraced
simplicity
and
the
spirit
under way, Archbishop Christoin
which
he lived
gospel life.”the
pher
Prowse
hasheemphasised
Ms
Colbert
also
spoke
key role of discernment.about
her“The
love and
affection
foristhe
second
phase
about
Franciscan
spirituality
as
wellheas
listening and discerning,”
her
said.close family connection to the
order,
amfirst
a ‘third
generation
“So“Ithe
phase
was about
Franciscan’,
my
grandfather
listening and asking the bigwas
aquestion,
Secular Franciscan,
andthink
my
what do you
aunty
was
a
Franciscan
nun.
God’s doing in the ChurchThe
Franciscan
spirit
is in my
blood.”
of Australia
today…
and
we
St
Francis
himself
saw
thenow
continue to ask that… but
gospel
as to
notdiscern.
just a book
to is
beof
we start
What
read,
but
a
life
to
be
lived.
God, and what is not of God.”

family homes, workplace and all
of secular society,” said the newly
professed members.
Often referred to as the ‘Third
Order’ or ‘Tertiaries’, the Secular
Franciscan Order allows everyday
Catholics to join a canonically established lay Order of the Church
and become full members of the
Franciscan family while remaining
lay.
It is an order for married
people, single, those with careers,
the retired, the young and old –
from 18 years and onwards.
St Francis established the third
order himself almost 800 years
ago for the laity to follow in his
footsteps
words or of
so peace,
of thehumility,
outcome of
simplicity,
charity,
and
a love
their discernmentjoy,
and
then
send
for
all
of
God’s
creation.
Today
it in to the Plenary office in
there
are almost
millionwill
Brisbane
wherehalf
the areports
members
world-wide
and
it is
be collected and reviewed.
actually
the
largest
order
(lay
or
The second phase Plenary
religious)
in
the
Catholic
Church.
sessions will deal with the six
The
fraternity
in Canberra
meet
themes
or topics
that emerged
on
the
third
Friday
of
each
month
from the first phase. The topics
at
St
Augustine’s
Church,
Farrer
discuss the Church as being: at
7:45pm.
• Missionary and evangelising
New comers
are most welcome.
• Inclusive,
participatory
and
Please
contact
Tony
on 0428
synodal
631
916, email:
sfo@fastmail.fm
• Humble,
healing
and merciful
Website:
www.ofsaustralia.org.au
• Prayerful and Eucharistic

World and Me’ by Ta Nehisi Coates.
There are always ‘amazing moments’
with children. One of my favourites was
talking about Prayer to my Year 4 students. One child asked, “why do we join

D
A
i
h
a

D
R
f
a
T

D
C
C
i
C
r
F
• Joyful, hope-filled and servant C
of the community
t
• Open to conversion, renewal c
and reform
M

Archbishop Christopher
invited Catholics across the
Archdiocese of Canberra and
Goulburn to regroup in their
Archbishop Christopher
D
Deaneries and parishes under
pointed out that each session
M
the direction of Deans and
would not discuss all of the
L
facilitators.
topics.
“It might be in Parishes,
“When a group meets they i
it might be in a big Deanery
choose one of these six, not the i
group, it might be in a school
whole six, and the document
group it might even be in a
provided goes on to discuss the
family group. It can be done at
way of prayerful discernment
all sorts of levels,” Archbishop
on that particular focus point,”
Christopher explained.
he said.
“And we’ve been given a
“So as your Archbishop I enstructure for the way these
courage you to regroup over the
groups are to function. It’s a
next few months and enter as
very simple way of praying
many submissions as you would
together the scriptures at the
like to see where God is moving
start, we reflect together, we
in the great country of Australia
listen and we share, and then we
… particularly in the Catholic
start making some distinctions
Church in these troubled but
that are important in discerning,
very hopeful times.”
our hands when weabout
pray”.what we could respond
a positive view
of the
world
and their
Links
to the
Listening
and
Silence for a bit then
another
child
place
in
it.
It
is
usual
to
find
some
or
to and what perhaps we may
Discernment website andgift
downanswered, “Becausenot
we respond
want ourto…
prayers
talent
to
build
them
up
when
they
need
to begin to
loadable guide can be found on
to go up to God.” Idiscern.”
still remember this
extra confidence.
ThereVoice
also seems
to be
the Catholic
website.
when I join my hands After
to pray.
a
willingness
and
an
understanding
that
these sessions, each
All catechists aregroup
amazing.
cometo write
to acare for their families and friends is
willThey
be asked
every week rain, hailsmall
or shine
to
tell
chilThere is a real interest and cusummary of around important.
150
dren of the love of God and the stories
riosity about learning about Jesus. I realise
of Jesus which inspire. Their rewards are
I am fortunate to have a class group such
never tangible. They can go for years and
as these Year 3 and Year 4 students. I am
years and not ever know if any of what
truly blessed. They give me far more than
they have taught has been remembered.
I can ever give them, as I am constantly
They believe that some day, some where,
learning from them.
some child, now grown to adulthood will
Jesus and I are friends but at times I
remember some word or prayer that may
feel distanced from Him.
help them in a difficult time. And also,
I see Jesus in the good people around
that there is a loving God who will always
me.
love them no matter what.
I feel close to God when I experience
The children themselves keep me
the beauty of nature.
going. They are our future. They have

Serving God &
our community

Amazing Pat delivers catechesis rain hail or shine
MY NAME is Pat Spannagle. I am a
retired Catholic Principal and REC.
I had been teaching in Catholic schools
for 39 years. When I retired I thought that
was the
end of my teaching. However, in my
parish there was a need for catechists.
I became a catechist because the need
was great. There are still only 2 Catholic
catechists in Tumut. And I felt guilty (after
the Sunday gospel of the talents), because
I was not using my talents. I also believe
that it is vitally important for children to
receive a spiritual and religious dimension as part of their education for their
optimum development.
I am currently reading as much as I
can, the policies of the major parties, as
we head into the next 3 years of government. I am also reading ‘Between the
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Coming Events

SEPTEMBER 7: Merici College
60th Anniversary Celebration
Mass (9.30am 5
to(6.30pm
11.30am –to
ColDECEMBER
MARCH 20, 2018
to April
lege Auditorium)
and Canberra
Anniversary
8pm):
Marist
College
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage
Dinner
(6pm
tofurther
late – Canberra
Community
Christmas
Carols
in Europe.
For
details are
Rex).
Phone
or the
email
being
held
on 62434100
theSrlawns
of
please
contact
Margaret
Walsh
information@merici.act.edu.au.
junior
school
Marr171
St Pearce.
by mobile
onat0429
400 or
The
Carolsatwill
feature
students
by email
pbvm
_mmwalsh@
from
Marist
College
and
Merici
SEPTEMBER
& God:
wagga.net.au 11: Guiness
College
along
with
Sing
Australia.
Beyond (6.30pm to 9pm). Join us
Santa
is speakers
expected
to2018:
make
anown
JULY
12 to 14,
as
key
share
their
appearance
for
photos
and
PROCLAIM
2018
Conference
understanding of faith andfun.
ethics,
Everyone
is welcome. People and
held in Brisbane
discuss
what lies isatorganised
the heart of
are
encouraged
to of
bring
hosted
on behalf
the along
National
Christian
faith,
and
explore
a the
picnic
dinner,
and to
consider
Centre
for Evangelisation,
the
Christianity
infor
contemporary
donating
a gift
St Vincent
Australian
Catholic
Bishopsde
Conculture.
Kingby
O’Malley’s
Irish Pub,
Paul
to support
local
families
ference
and
the Archdiocese
131
City
Walk.
doing
it tough
this Christmas.
of Brisbane.
Early
bird registration
will soon be available. For more
DECEMBER
7to
toWomen
9:
SEPTEMBER
for the
information go12:
http://promo.
Australian
Catholic
Youth
Festival
World
2019 Luncheon (12
noon
proclaimconference.com.au/
intoSydney.
learnAustralia,
more go to
2pm).To
Caritas
the
http://youthfestival.catholic.org.
aid and development agency of
au/
the Catholic Church in Australia,
Regular Groups
invites you to stand in solidarity
DECEMBER 9: Canberra
with theAMICUS
world’s most
marginRegional
(meaning
CANBERRA
GROUP:the
alised
women,TAIZE
bymeet
attending
friend)
Group
will
for
their
Meets for
prayer
every
second
annual
Women
for
the Contact
World
annual
Christmas
Party.
Sunday of the
month at
Weston
fundraising
Royal
Tricia
on (02)luncheon.
6288 4070.
Creek
Uniting
church
at
5.30pm.
Canberra Golf Club, Yarralumla.
DECEMBER
Cost $130 pp.14 (7.30pm):
CATENIANS
in CANBERRA:
Carols
at St Christopher’s
Held
at
the
Southern
Cathedral
in Manuka.
AllCross
are Club
SEPTEMBER
15: Goulburn
Canberra,
the
Catenians
meet
invited
join Anniversary
with Archbishop
Parishto
180th
&
on
the
third
Thursday
of
the
Christopher
in
a
service
of
Farewell to Fr Dermid McDerreadings,
prayers
and
month
at
6.45pm
forcarols.
thePeter
7.15pm
mott
(10am
Mass at
Ste
Featuring
musicians
from theby
meeting
which
is
followed
& Paul’s Old
Cathedral, and
Cathedral
Choir,
dinnerat
atGoulburn
8pm. trumpeters,
Lunch
Worker’s
trombones,
and organ
and the
Club from
12 noon).
Cost
of
children’s
choir
from
St
Thomas
COMMUNITY
OF THE
RISEN
lunch
$50.
Bookings:
More’s
Primary
School.www.
LORD CANBERRA: Meets
at
trybooking.com/511492.
Email
7.30pm
each
Friday
evening
DECEMBER
16 (11am in
goulburnparishevents@gmail.
St
Brigid’s
Church
parish
hall
(2
Mass):
Missionaries
of God’s
com, phone
0474 474960.
RSVP
Bancroft
St
Dickson)
for
charLove
priests and10.
brothers
by September
ismatic
worshipof
with
invite
youpraise
to theand
profession
an
anointed
sharing
of
the
word.
initial
vows
and
promises
at
St
SEPTEMBER 15: Amicus Lunch.
Meet at noon for lunch at the
Bushranger Hotel, Collector.
Table booked in the name of
AMICUS. Contact Paul on 0419
411 691.

SEPTEMBER 28: Amicus Dinner.
Meet at 6.30pm for Dinner at the
Mawson Club, Mawson. Table
booked in the name of AMICUS.
Contact Rosemary, 0428 599 342.
OCTOBER 11 to 17, 2020: Australian Catholic Plenary Council
Session One in Adelaide.

MAY 2021: Australian Catholic
Plenary Council Session Two in
Sydney.
Benedict’s
Church
Contact Shan
on Narrabundah.
0412 310 364
Lunch
to follow
at the
school hall.
or Sean
0448 510
237.
Please bring a plate to share.
COUPLES
CHRISTLIFE
(CFC)
CANBERRAFOR
CHRISTIAN
DECEMBER
16 and 17
(2pm
CANBERRA
CHAPTER:
For
COMMUNITY
(CLC): meets
forteach
day): Kaleidoscope
presents
more
Chris
nightly.information
It’s part of ancontact
international
‘AlayConcerted
Effort’
a
concert
organisation
Carlile
0414with
938originating
831. by from
within
a play
music

Regular Groups

HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRANCISCAN FRATERNITY: Meet on
the third Friday of the month at
7:45pm,
St20,
Augustine
Church,
MARCH
2018 to
April
MAN
OVERBOARD:
Man
2622018:
BeasleyMystics
StaFarrer.
Secular
10,
pilgrimage
Overboard
is
monthly
gatherFranciscans
tryfurther
to follow
Christ
ining
Europe.
For
details
of
young
men
discerning
in the contact
footsteps
ofMargaret
St Francis
of
please
Walsh
priesthood.
It Sr
is on
a time
gather,
Assisi. Call Tony
0407to
072
139
byreflect,
mobileand
on
0429
171 400
or
order
to
or Hélène
oncommune
0420 533 in
264.
Email:
bysfo@fastmail.fm
email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
feel supported during a time of

wagga.net.au
such importance. Each gathering
LEGION OF MARY: Join for rosary,
St. Ignatius of Loyola who formed
will
be12
held
on
third
Friday
JULY
toapostolic
14,the
2018:
individuals
the Choir.
Adults
prayers
and
works
for the
the Jesuits.and
Groups
are based
on
GOOD
SHEPHERD
PRAYER
of
every
month
(public
holidays
glory of God under
banner of
PROCLAIM
2018the
Conference
$15,
concessions
$10. ordinary
ordinary
people leading
Meets
eachinWednesday
OurinLady.
Weekly
excepted).
Please
RSVP to held
Fr
Brisbane
is meetings
organised
and at:
InGROUP:
support
of HOME
lives
practising
Ignatian
spirituality, held
* St Joseph's,
O'Connor
(Sat after
from
7pm toof
9pm
par- God hosted
the essence
whichin
finding
on behalf
of the National
Queanbeyan
where
allisthe
proceeds
Paul
(paul.nulley@cg.org.au)
for
8am Mass)
in to
the
everyday.
Contact
Steve on
Centre
forpurposes
Evangelisation,
the the
goish
providing
supportive,
room
at St aPeter
Chanel’s
catering
or
follow
* Mary Queen
of Apostles,
0407 home
147Yarralumla.
540.
Australian
Catholic
Bishops Conloving
for 19 women
Church
Rosary,and
prompts
http://www.manoverGoulburnat
(Wed
2pm)
ference
and
by
the
Archdiocese
men
with
mental
illness
who
charismatic
praise
and
worship,
* St Matthew's, Page (Sat 10.30am)
board.org.au/
CATENIANS
IN CANBERRA:
of* Brisbane.
Early
bird
registration
cannot
live independently.
It isA
teachings,
testimonies,
prayer
St Monica's,
Evatt
(Tues
6.30pm)
Catholic men’s
group sharing
faith
will
soon
be
available.
For
more
a ministry,
community
project
initiated
* Holy Spirit, Amaroo (Thurs
10am
intercession
and fellowand friendship
and supporting
each MARIAN
MOVEMENT
OF
information
go
to
http://promo.
byother
Father
Peter
Day.
For
&
7.30pm)
and their families.
Meet
on
ship. Contacts
Susanna on
0419
PRIESTS:
Meets
to prayChapel,
a
proclaimconference.com.au/
more
information contact
Reg
* St John the
Evangelist
the third
each266
month,
902
293,Thursday
Neda
onof0415
019
ANU
(Tues
6pm).
Halliburton
on
(02)
6297
1859
or
Cenacle
at
St
Joseph’s
Church
6.45pm Southern Cross Club
and
Gabriel
0432
082
642.
Contact LegionOfMaryCanberra@
Viv
Arnold
onon
(02)
0187.
Woden
followed
by6166
dinner,
often
O’Connor
following the 9.15am
gmail.com.
with guest speaker. Contact: Phil
Mass. Contact Maria on (02)
HOLY
SECULAR
FRAN- Regular Groups
Murray SPIRIT
0419 695
927.
DECEMBER
31:
Canberra
6247
MAN 4026.
OVERBOARD: A monthly
CISCAN
FRATERNITY:
Regiona
AMICUS
(meaningMeet
friend)
gathering of young men discerning
COMMUNITY
OF
THE
RISEN
Group
meet
for dinner
and
on thewill
third
Friday
of the month
CANBERRA
GROUP:
priesthood. Encouraging
ItTAIZE
is a time
to authentic
gather,
LORD CANBERRA:
Meet
at
menALIVE:
dancing
toStDJ
Joe Pelle
at The
at
7:45,
Augustine
Church,
Meets
for
prayer
every
reflect; and commune insecond
order to
7.30pm each Friday evening in
Christian
manhood,
Canberra
Austrian
Club.
Patricia
on Sunday
262
Beasley
StContact
Farrer.
feel supported
duringthe
time
of
of the
month
ata Weston
St Brigid’s
Church
parishSecular
hall (2
0412
351
548.
chapter
of
‘Men
Alive’
meet
on
such importance.
Eachatgathering
Franciscans
try to follow
Christ
Bancroft St Dickson)
for charisCreek
Uniting church
5.30pm.
will
be
held
on
the
first
Friday
the
first
Monday
of
each
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VOCATIONS

VOCATIONS
Gil-Jones Barker
General law practice
– Canberra &Are
NSW

Are you
considering a
vocation as a
priest for the
Archdiocese of
Canberra and
Goulburn?

you
considering a
vocation as a
PH: 02 6180
priest
for5111
the
Unit 1, 120 Giles Street, Kingston ACT 2604
Archdiocese of
Canberra
and
TRADITIONAL
Goulburn?
LATIN MASS

Incorporating the practices of
Gillespie Jones & Co and
Dickson Legal

Sts Peter and Paul, Garran
Monday – Thursday – 7 am

Friday – 7 pm
If so please contact
Saturday – 9 am
Sunday – 11.30 am (sung)
Fr Paul
Nulley
St Thomas
More, Campbell
Sunday – 7.45 am

canberraltm.blogspot.com

ENQUIRIES: Ph (02) 6239 9813

Prayers, songs, Scripture readings
and silent meditation as used in
the community of Taizé, France. All
welcome.
Enquiries toMan
Annemarie
MAN
OVERBOARD:
(0421 492 554).
Overboard
is a monthly gather-

at 5pm. Mass is then followed by
drinks at ‘Public Bar’ in Manuka.

paul.nulley@cg.org.au
FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320

www.catholiccare.cg.org.au
P:02 6295 4300
Mail: GPO Box 89, Canberra 2601. Email: tribunal@cg.org.au

MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY MARRIED: A mentoring program for
newly married couples or engaged
couples Shan
soon-to-be
married.
Contact
on 0412
310 364
Debbie
Brian on (02)
orContact
Sean 0448
510and
237.
6231 3389 or 0414 878 167. Email:
mnm@grapevine.com.au

Sunday of the month at Weston
Creek Uniting church at 5.30pm.

If so please contact
Dental servicesFr Paul Nulley
Reform Dental
Care
paul.nulley@cg.org.au

Orthodontics, Braces, Dental Implants, Dentures, Mouth
Guard
And all aspects of general dentistry covered.
LOCATION 1: Unit 95 / 11 Wimmera Street Harrison ACT
LOCATION 2: Unit 2 Weetangera Place, Weetangera ACT
PHONE: (02) 6254 4920 or (
02) 6152 9214 – after hours 0421 544 878
EMAIL: weetangeradental@hotmail.com

Reform Dental Care : ‘There for you and your family’

entries
invited
for the
June edition to: Catholicby
Voice,
GPO Box 3089, Canberra, ACT 2600, or email catholic.voice@cg.org.au by January15.
une edition to: Catholic Voice, GPO Box 3089,Written
Canberra,
ACTare
2600,
or email
catholic.voice@cg.org.au
January15.
Entries
which
are
accepted
are
free,
courtesy
of
sponsorship
by
the
Catholic Development Fund.
e, courtesy of sponsorship by the Catholic Development Fund.
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Batemans Bay Parish Feasts
EVERY year the feast of St
Bernard is celebrated on the
August 20.
This year, the Parish of
St Bernard’s Batemans Bay
celebrated the Feast on Sunday
August 18, the closest to the feast
day. Mass was celebrated by Fr
Martins with Fr John Walter assisting with a focus on the Parish
families.
Generations of parishioners
participated during the Mass.
Mary Haigh and Michael Lowe
participated with the reading and
three generations of the Mylott
family carried the gifts. Colleen
Connell was a Special Minister.
The Connell family were pioneers of the church in Batemans
Bay. Other families including
the Wain, Mansfield, Beatty and
O’Sullivans, carried lanterns in
the entrance procession.
Two new Parish pastoral carers
were commissioned during the
Mass as they joined the team of
our volunteers bringing warmth
to the sick and the homebound.
Teachers and children from
St Bernard’s Primary School had
worked together to create some

wonderful drawings and stories
of their church memories.
With the theme, “I remember
when…” these colourful displays
decorated the church windows
and were a lovely exhibition of
the sentiment that the children
have for the church. There were
also family photos reflecting
the different generations of
members on show for everyone
to look at.
The Mass was followed by
morning tea and lunch for over
150 people and was heartily
enjoyed. The delicious feast was
catered by our Filipino community and the Parish Social Team.
Children had plenty of activities including a bouncing castle,
harmonograph, barnyard races,
arm and thumb wrestling. And
with the weather being mild and
sunny, our community was able
to relax together and appreciate
the lovely day.
We look forward to next year’s
celebration with special focus on
Diversity and Multiculturalism
to reflect the demographic in the
pews.
Del Bateman, Claire Burrows Jonah Tyler, Christine Lowe, Laura Tyler, Reeve Tyler.

Our Retired Priests: still serving God and
our community in their retirement
Bishop Pat Power
• Visits John James Hospital
• Visits Alexander
Maconochie
Corrective Centre
• Visits fellow retired priests
• Writes and publishes
regularly
• Celebrates and
concelebrates
significant masses
• Celebrates funerals

Fr Bill Kennedy
• Visits Claire Holland House
every day
• Assists with archives of the
Archdiocese
• Helps with supply
• Regularly goes to Kinkanya
Nursing home to say Mass
and anoints the sick.
• Chaplain of the Serra Club.

Give online at www.cgcatholic.org.au/donate

