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Archbishop’s Message
Archbishop Christopher Prowse

Eternal Rest Grant Unto
them, O Lord
EVERY year on 2nd November
we pray in a special way for those
who have died before us. It is called
The Commemoration of all the
Faithful Departed (All Souls Day).
Indeed, the whole of November
is a special month for us to pray
for all who have died. They are
our “brothers and sisters” in the
death and resurrection of Jesus.
In a beautiful expression from our
liturgy, we pray for “the eternal
repose of their souls”.
The Preface for the Dead in the
Mass summarises our Christian understanding of death perfectly when
it proclaims: “For even though by
our own fault we perish, yet by
your compassion and your grace,
when seized by death according to
our sins, we are redeemed through
Christ’s great victory, and with him
called back into life.”(Preface V)
Death, in all its expressions in
family, friends and others, rejoices
in the hope our faith gives in these
liturgical prayers of deep tenderness.
However, priests and deacons so
often inform me that in assisting
families for the funerals of their
loved ones, many tensions can
surface in the liturgical preparations.
Amongst other factors, it seems
that many have had experiences
of secular funerals made up of eulogies, photo presentations, poems
and popular music. Too often the
richness of liturgical prayers and
biblical readings developed in the
Catholic Church since ancient times
can be put aside or even dismissed.
Thus, the preparation of funerals
in the Catholic Church is a pastoral
challenge requiring great sensitivity

from all of us.
In summary, our Catholic Tradition offers four compass points
to move forward. Funerals are to
(General Instruction of the Roman
Missal, 379-385):
• Pray for the repose of the
deceased that they may rest in peace.
• Ask the merciful Father of
us all to forgive the sins of the
deceased.
• In loving remembrance we
thank the Risen Lord for his/her
life.
• To offer prayers and comforting
hope for the bereaved.
The priest or deacon asked to
celebrate the funeral determines the
content and form of the funeral
liturgy, keeping in mind the wishes
of the family. We use an officially
approved book: “Order of Christian Funerals”. This book gives

a wonderful selection of prayers,
readings and rituals that can be used.
Often parish teams are present to
assist here.
Responding to requests from
priests, I have prepared a short
document on”Guidelines for Catholic Funerals.” It will be available on
line in these days.
In this document there are some
guidelines for the place of eulogies,
the place of PowerPoint photo presentations, titles of the ceremonies,
liturgical music, and cremations.
In regards to the latter, it needs
to be noted that cremations are now
more popular than previous times.
Whereas the burial or internment of
earthly remains the preference of
the Church, cremation is allowed.
Care needs to be taken, however, to
ensure that the ashes are interred in
an appropriate place.
Ashes placed “in a sacred place
ensures that they are not excluded
from the prayers and remembrance
of their family or the Christian
community. It prevents the faithful
departed from being forgotten, or
their remains from being shown a
lack of respect.”
I do hope that this November
can also be a time of not only
praying for the deceased but also a
time to consider calmly our pastoral
and liturgical responses to Catholic
funerals.
Our local funeral directors too
need to be become aware of these
guidelines.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O
Lord. And let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.
AMEN
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Archbishop’s Diary - November 2019
SUNDAY, 3 11.00am Installation
Mass, Fr James Onoja, St Mary’s
Parish, Young
TUESDAY, 5 7.30am Mass, St
Christopher’s Cathedral
WEDNESDAY, 6 11.30am Book
Launch of From Ganmain to Rome
& Back – Reflections on the Life
& Priestly Ministry of Archbishop
Francis Carroll DD DCL, Ganmain
Sports Club, Ganmain 4.00pm
Thanksgiving Mass, Carmelite
Monastery, Wagga Wagga
THURSDAY, 7 2.30pm Blessing
of Mercy Place Mount St Joseph’s

Household living redevelopment,
Young
FRIDAY, 8 9.30am Youth Ministry
Gathering – Illuminate, St Vincent’s
Primary School, Aranda
12.00pm Parish Visitation, Corpus
Christi Parish, South Tuggeranong
SATURDAY, 9 Parish Visitation, Corpus
Christi Parish, South Tuggeranong
SUNDAY, 10 Parish Visitation, Corpus
Christi Parish, South Tuggeranong
TUESDAY, 12 12.15am Mass, St
Christopher’s Cathedral
WEDNESDAY, 13 7.30am Mass, St
Christopher’s Cathedral

SUNDAY, 17 11.00am Mass for
Deceased Bishops and Priests in
the Archdiocese, St Christopher’s
Cathedral
MONDAY, 18 - FRIDAY, 22 Clergy
Retreat, Galong
SUNDAY, 24 11.00am Mass, St
Christopher’s Cathedral
MONDAY, 25 – FRIDAY, 29 11.00am
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, Catholic Leadership Centre,
Melbourne
FRIDAY, 29 JESUS YOUTH INTERNATIONAL – Bishops’ Consultative
Meeting, Dubai UAE
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Saint John Henry Newman: his legacy
By Fr Tony Percy, VG

A DOCTOR friend was asked
to treat the historian Manning
Clark for an illness. Clark asked
him if he knew much about John
Henry Newman (1801-1890).
My friend pleaded ignorance.
He inquired why Clark was
interested. Clark responded, “I
think he is the Church’s greatest
theologian.”
The story undoubtedly
surprises – both Clark’s interest
and knowledge. Was he overstating? Who would know, but it
won’t surprise many people if
in the not too distant future,
Newman is declared a “doctor”
of the Church – someone whose
writing has spiritual benefit for
the entire body of the faithful.
Over the past few years, I
have become more deeply aware
and interested in Newman’s
work. I have had the privilege of
being exposed to a philosophy
called “phenomenology.” It was
developed in the early part of
the 20th Century. Think Edith
Stein (St. Benedicta of the Cross)
and Karol Wojtyla (St. John Paul
II). In my opinion, Newman was
ahead of them, but in the field
of theology.
That is, he shows an incredible
sensitivity to the way God and
human reality is revealed in and
through human experience. In
this, he is a sort of theological

Bishop Robert Byrne of Hexham and Newcastle gave the homily during the
Mass of Thanksgiving for the canonization of St John Henry Newman at the
Basilica of St John Lateran in Rome. PICTURE: Catholic News Agency

forerunner to the philosophy of
phenomenology.
Newman is known for many
intellectual works. The Idea of a
University might help us in our
current educational morass. The
Apologia could be compared to
Augustine’s Confessions. The
Grammar of Assent may well help
in this epoch of unbelief.
What has attracted me,
however, are two other sets

of writings: his sermons and
his meditations on Christian
doctrine. Before his conversion
to Catholicism in 1845, Newman
gave many sermons on virtually
every Christian topic – whether
it be Creed, Code or Cult.
These sermons are all available.
They are long and systematic,
each focussing on one, abiding
thought. They can serve today
as helpful spiritual reading, and

just might inspire preachers,
apologists and communicators to
focus their message. That would
be welcome, don’t you think?
Newman’s meditations on
Christian doctrine are shorter
and more accessible. You can
find them in book form or on
the web. These are much shorter
and succinct, but truly tender and
evocative. As I have said, they
show a remarkable sensitivity

to human experience and the
human condition – especially his
own. So what we have here is an
Englishman, in the 19th Century,
with a prodigious and fierce
intellect, bequeathing us a very
affective and practical spirituality.
It is amazing how aware he is
about God’s interactions with
him from a young age and how
candid he is about his own
human weakness. I kid you not,
it is almost like reading a male
version of St. Mother of Teresa
of Calcutta’s spiritual diary.
His sermon on Christian
Sympathy is fit for our time.
He espouses the traditional
Christian doctrine that God has
been sympathetic by becoming
human, but then he asks, why,
given all that God has done for
us, we Christians don’t seem to
make better progress on our
pilgrim way. Newman responds
by suggesting that it is because
we are not sympathetic with each
other in the Christian community and the reason we are not
sympathetic is because we think
others won’t understand us with
all our weaknesses. Newman
thought this a fundamental error,
which had an arresting effect on
spiritual development.
This might be food for
thought as we attempt to deepen
our sense of community in
our Archdiocese, parishes and
movements.

The Juggling Act
Chloe Kelly is a 25 year old Psychology graduate who grew up in Canberra and attended St Francis Xavier College in Florey.
She and her husband Huw Warmenhoven have been married two years.
I AM the mother of a beautiful seven month old baby boy.
I always wanted to be a mum.
I was that girl in high school
whose friends would regularly
be heard sarcastically drawling
“yes mum” when I asked if they
had put on suncream or handed
out advice (hopefully this has
prepared me for my son’s future
teenage eye rolls).
I have also always had a drive
to build a career, knowing that
I could have an impact in the
workplace and the world. For a
long time I moved jobs and took
on new opportunities thinking
that ‘the new job’ would fulfil
my sense of purpose. It is only
now as a parent that I realise that
no job was ever going to fill the
spot in my heart that was waiting
for my son - the spot that was
waiting to be a mother.
When I became pregnant
it was my intention to have
six months’ maternity leave

and return to the job I loved.
Despite knowing that I was
called to be a mother, I genuinely thought that being at home
would be boring and that I
would be itching to get back to
work. How naive I was. Perhaps
one of the most surprising
things about becoming a mother
is just how all-encompassing
I have found the experience.
While some days feel long, the
joy that raising this little boy has
given me is immense.
The thought of going back to
work was scary. How would I
balance it all? What milestones
would I miss? How on earth
would I keep up with all the
washing (how one tiny human
generates that much mess I will
never comprehend)? I felt a
large shift in my identity, one
that was geared to prioritising
my family. I could not return
to work as I had prior to him
being born. My son is so small

and time demanding that the
thought of doing anything else is
near impossible. I am also very
aware that as each day passes,

he becomes more and more
independent, needing me less
and less. This bittersweet reality
means that as time goes on I will

have more time to give to my
career and pursuing those goals.
This time when he is dependent
is, in the scheme of things, so
short. And so being present for
him is incredibly important to
me.
I still have the desire to pursue a career and I am working
towards that, but in a way that
looks different to what I had
originally expected. Motherhood
is continually teaching me to be
more flexible, more creative and
to prioritise my time by doing
the things I love. I now hope to
do further study which will allow
me to juggle my family while
developing my career.
Learning to juggle these
things will be difficult and at
times it will get out of sync and I
might ‘drop the ball’. For now, I
am excited, about prioritising my
family and for what the future
holds.
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The gender dilemma –
By Staff Reporters

It seems the norm for teenagers to have identity issues. But
a small and growing number of
young Australians are grappling
with gender identity issues where
they feel stuck in the wrong body
and experience severe distress
with their biological sex.
The complexities of Gender
Dysphoria (GD) have been in
the news over recent months.
GD is a psychological condition
where transgender children do
not believe their birth sex reflects
their real gender.
Not surprisingly, there are
‘experts’ on both sides of the
debate. Some people argue that
parental authority is being undermined and children as young as
10 are being diagnosed and led
on a path of ‘puberty blocker’
drugs and medical intervention
way too soon.
Opponents promote an ‘affirmative’ approach saying children
who identify as transgender must
be respected and allowed to
determine what is best for them,
including treatment to stymie
biological development.
Despite the differences,
one point that both sides seem
to agree on is that, according
to the American College of
Paediatricians, more than four in
five children experiencing GD
ultimately accept their birth sex
by late adolescence.
The evidence indicates that
people are not born to have
gender dysphoria. A vulnerable
young person’s emotional, social

and psychological development
and gender identity are affected
by environmental factors such
as family and peer relationships,
school and community, abuse,
media exposure and illness.
The concern is that, while the
young transgender person’s emotional distress may be alleviated
with treatment such as blocker
drugs and irreversible crosssex hormones, the underlying
psychological problems remain.
It is interesting that LGBT
activist and writer Benjamin Law
has questioned whether social
transitioning, hormones and
surgery for children are necessary and worth the risk.
A review of the literature
points to GD being a problem
that resides in the mind not in
the body.
That is, children with GD do
not have a disordered body, even
if they feel they do. And puberty
is not a disease that needs to be
addressed.
In essence the adolescent
brain lacks the capacity to
properly understand the issues
involved and assess the risks.
This creates an ethical
problem when pro-trans clinics
propose medical treatment
including irreversible procedures
on young people who are often
confused and needing different
support.
Critics argue the emphasis
should be on treating underlying
mental health conditions and
other factors such as family
relationships and the influence
of social media.

Meanwhile, some Australian
states are introducing laws
that serve to facilitate medical
intervention.
In South Australia, the Education Department policy states
that the decision to transition a
child in school is up to the principal and can be made without
parental knowledge or consent.
The Victorian Department
of Education and Training goes
further. It allows principals
to take this decision without
consulting a doctor.
Researcher Elizabeth Taylor,

from the Australian Christian
Lobby, said it is disturbing that
there are no directives about
when principals should not
transition a child. The policy
settings all point in the direction
of transitioning, Ms Taylor said.
Church and family groups
argue that promoting medical
intervention and gender ideology in schools should cease
until there is a much better
understanding of the psychological underpinnings of GD and
intensive family therapy.

How the Church
responds
While recognising that
children experience GD, the
Catholic Church teaches that the
human person comprises body
and soul.
The Congregation for the
Doctine of the Faith states that
gender is not fluid, nor is it
merely a social construct but a
fundamental component of one’s
personhood.
Speaking in 2016, Pope
Francis said that all people,

Hang-ups about our bodies
By Lara Kirk

Raising children in today’s
environment can be fraught for
parents. There is no shortage
of experts to tell you what you
should be considering, avoiding or including in your child’s
upbringing. Then there is the
sometimes toxic culture and
our own natural anxiety and
self-doubt.
The worry can be felt even
more keenly when it comes to
our children’s sexual development. We can all suspect
ourselves at times of being a
little hung up. And who wants
to pass hang-ups on to our
children? At the same time we
feel a natural protectiveness
towards our kids, sensing that
sexual identity and development

are somehow core to who they
are as people.
My advice to parents in the
area of sexual identity, especially
with very young children, is to
keep things simple. Children
need to know they are fundamentally good (even if they
struggle to behave sometimes),
that we find them delightful and
that we love them. They need
to know that who they are is a
wonderful, unfolding mystery
and neither we nor they know
exactly who they are destined to
be.
We also need to normalise
ambiguity. All of us struggle
at times with thoughts about
whether we are acceptable as
human beings, whether we like
ourselves and whether others like
us. Insecurity is normal. And

our relationship to our own bodies and our gender changes over
time. I am much more comfortable and confident in my identity
as a 50-something woman than I
was at 15 or 25.
We are not in control of everything about our own identity.
Learning to love and accept
ourselves is a lifelong journey.
Let’s not rush into simplistic
‘solutions’ to the deep questions
which plague us all from time
to time simply because we are
human.

Lara Kirk is a mother of five
teenage and young adult children.
She manages the Marriage Family and Relationships team of the
Archbishop’s Office which assists
with sexuality education.

Lara Kirk with her eldest daughter Maddie
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young Australians at risk
The stages of gender transition
Social transition – the first stage involves making
changes such as addressing a child with a different
pronoun and a different name, allowing them to dress
in clothes typical of the other gender, changing hairstyles etc.
Puberty blockers – The second stage involves giving
children medication to suppress the onset of puberty.
These medications can arrest bone growth, decrease
bone accretion, impact brain maturation and inhibit
fertility.
Cross-sex hormone treatment – The third stage
involves children taking hormones that match their
chosen gender, so they develop the secondary sex
characteristics of that chosen gender.
Surgery – The final stage involves surgical procedures
to make a child’s physical appearance match their
chosen gender.

regardless of their situation,
have to be accompanied as Jesus
accompanies them. Jesus never
says, ‘Go away’.
“For every case welcome
it, accompany it, look into it,
discern and integrate it… It is
a moral problem,” Pope Francis
said. “It is a human problem.
And it must be resolved as best
we can, always with the mercy of
God…”
Gender Dysphoria calls into
question the very notion of what
being human means.
Critics say the new philosophy
of sexuality, which seeks to deny

one’s nature and claim that you
can determine it yourself, is a
profound falsehood.
The teaching of gender
theory has been labelled ‘ideological colonisation’.
Referring to the Creation
story, Pope Benedict XVI (2012)
said that being made male and
female pertains to the essence
of humankind, a duality that is
an essential aspect of what being
human is all about.
The words of the creation
account: “male and female
he created them” (Gen 1:27)
are dismissed by the pro-trans

community who claim that
society is responsible and the
individual chooses for him/
herself what his/her nature is
to be.
But if there is no preordained duality of man and
woman then no longer is the
family a reality established by
creation. Where does that leave
children? They become objects
to which people have a right.
Pope Benedict XVI has
said: “When the freedom to be
creative becomes the freedom to
create oneself, then necessarily
the Maker himself is denied and

ultimately man too is stripped
of his dignity as a creature of
God. The defence of the family
is about [humankind]. And it
becomes clear that when God
is denied, human dignity also
disappears.”.
School curriculum and laws
that promote a neutral conception and the differences between
men and women as simply products of historical and cultural
conditioning further undermine
the family as an institution.
The confusion and lack of
clarity around gender identity
issues can complicate matters for

schools.
Director of Catholic Education for the Archdiocese of
Canberra and Goulburn, Ross
Fox, emphasises that as part of
the wider Church environment
schools care for all students.
Catholic Education starts
from the premise that all parents
and students who seek a Catholic
education are welcome.
“Our Catholic schools
support the pastoral and learning
needs of all students which
includes providing information
about mental health and wellbeing,” Mr Fox said.

Gender identity: The Influencers

Prior to the 1950s gender
meant male or female. In the
50s & 60s sexologists redefined gender to mean “social
performance indicative or an
internal sexed identity”. Gender then became a social and
political construct promoting
the notion that a child’s ‘real
gender’ is what the child feels.

In 2007 Boston Children’s
Hospital opened the first
paediatric gender clinic at a time
when adult transgender activists
began promoting the ‘feminine
essence’ narrative while also
arguing for the rescue of
children through early identification, affirmation and pubertal
suppression.

Parents – in 2014 there were
24 gender clinics. A year later
there were 40 across the USA.
The main reason given for the
increase was parental demand,
not evidenced based medicine.

Social media – there is
evidence of an increase in
the number of adolescents
self-diagnosing with exposure
to transgender sites on social
media.

LGBT activists – argue that
heterosexuality and gender
congruence (where boys feel
like boys and girls feel like
girls) serves to alienate and
oppress LGBT minorities.
Activists say everyone should
be free to be who they really
are. Even children.
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Denis the Archivist, hidden away like his historical gems
By Chris Gordon

IF you set out to find Archdiocesan Archivist Denis Connor,
you’d have your work cut out for
you.
Even if you knew he worked
at St Christopher’s Pastoral
Centre in Manuka, you couldn’t
find him without help.
Perhaps fittingly, the discoverer of the hidden, the unearther
of the lost, the raider of the lost
archives, is hidden away himself.
Down in the basement, next
to the carpark in a room at the
end of an unmarked corridor,
lives the Archdiocesan Archives
and inside, one of the Archdiocese’s greatest gems.
Denis has been the archivist
for seven years. And for the
past two years, since the new
Pastoral Centre, he has enjoyed
working in a new, state of the art
facility, purpose designed to store
archival material of which Denis
is immensely proud.
“About half of the diocese
have something similar in terms
of climate-controlled storage,”
Denis explained.
“Ours is probably one of the
better ones,” Denis said.
“It’s certainly one of the
newer ones. It was designed to
a standard and for a purpose.
Archbishop Coleridge said

“One of the joys
of the job is
discovering an
elusive nugget of
information.”

Archdiocesan Archivist Denis Connor in his basement office.

that when this building was
built, it would have a specifically designed archival storage
facility and Archbishop Prowse
supported that because they’re
both interested in our cultural
heritage.”
The Archives is a bit like
Doctor Who’s Tardis … it seems
bigger on the inside than it looks
on the outside.
It is a surprisingly large and

elaborate facility, but even if the
sight of it doesn’t stop you in
your tracks, the temperature will.
“The big room has its own
temperature and humidity control that are optimal for storing
paper,” Denis explains.
“My office is set at more
human levels. But it’s a bit cooler
in the repository, and because of
its lower humidity levels, that also
accentuates the coolness of the

temperature.”
The archivist’s day to day
existence could be a lonely one
but Denis makes a point of
popping his head out and joining
his Chancery colleagues during
the day.
“I don’t consume any beverages or food downstairs,” Denis
explained.
“I want to make sure I keep
any crumbs or crawly things out
so there’s no open food down
here. If I want something to eat
or a cup of tea I come upstairs,
which not only preserves the
integrity of the storage but
means I mix with staff as well.”
While historical research and
archivism is a passion for Denis,
he is keenly aware it fulfills a
business requirement for the
Archdiocese.
“First and foremost, we keep
the archives because they support
the business of the Archdiocese,”
he said.
“That’s the main reason we
keep the records. At the end
of the day the Archdiocese is a
business and if it didn’t have its

records organised so they are
accessible, it would be worse off.
“It is also important that
people know the archives are
there. So if a person needs a file
on a particular matter, I can get it
to them.”
One of the joys of the job is
discovering an elusive nugget of
information.
“This happens quite a bit,”
Denis said.
“Recently we located the
records of what was called the
ACT Catholic School’s Office.
It operated in the 1950s and 60s
and was headed up by one of our
priests whose job was to support
the establishment of Catholic
Schools in Canberra and seek
government funding for them.
“Archbishop Eris O’Brien
had forged a deal with Prime
Minister Menzies about funding
and he had regular and important
contact with Menzies.
“We found the file labelled
‘Menzies Correspondence’ which
includes letters from Menzies
and submissions from the
Archdiocese. It’s a real treasure.
“We have a researcher doing
a PhD of Archbishop Eris and
one of the themes she is pursuing is Eris’ role in education. She
will find that helpful when she
comes to write that chapter of
her thesis.”

Boorowa hosts another successful sports carnival
By Bernard Maynard

THE largest primary school
carnival in NSW was held at the
Boorowa Showgrounds on Friday
October 25.
The annual Boorowa Touch
Football/ Netball Carnival run
by St. Joseph’s Primary School
Boorowa and The Boorowa Central School drew a large crowd of
players and their supporters into
town for what is to many schools
a long held tradition.
A total of 431 teams, comprising 183 Netball teams and 248
Touch Football teams – meaning
around 4000 students and their
spectators – made their way into
the town.
Schools, teams and players
came from all around the local
region and the ACT. Many of
these teams representing the
Public and Catholic sector
Schools from Murrumburrah,
Young, Goulburn, Yass, Crookwell, Braidwood, Cootamundra,
Temora, Grenfell and across the
ACT, as well as neighbouring
small schools from local and
regional towns and villages.
The aim of the Carnival is
for students to mix and mingle
as they participate in and enjoy
playing sport.
Though the weather became

a bit windy and dusty, with
two pockets/moments of light
rain, this did not deter their
enthusiasm or enjoyment of the
Carnival!
On behalf of the organising committee, both school
communities and the town of
Boorowa, we wish to thank one
and all for your involvement,
support and participation in the
2019 Boorowa Touch/Netball
Carnival.
We look forward to hosting
you all again in 2020 on Friday
October 23.
Clockwise: Students from St Peter
and Paul Garran, St Francis of Assisi,
Calwell and St Mary’s Young

OPINION 7

CATHOLIC VOICE

wetension
address our priests
lingHow
Bee
By Monica Doumit

National
Reconciliationperson insisting on having things
their own way, and it can just as
Week
easily be found in a priest who
being called by his first
celebrations demands
name as it can in a priest who
on being called “Father.”
at St Francis insists
However the title of ‘Father’
to the priest of his
Xavier Schoolisrole.a reminder
I agree with Cardinal Dew

LIKE the patriarchs, a priest
is meant to be a father to his
people. What’s wrong with
rycalling him that?
There has been a push
towards addressing priests by
their first name, and not ‘Father.’
that using the title “Father” can
By jacinta elwin
heA recent article by New Zealand
Cardinal
John
Dew
summarised
indicate a parent-child relationon,
the issue so succinctly that it is a
ship, but this is less about the exgood
impetus
for
discussion.
ercise of authority by the priest
d
In
an
earlier
newsletter,
and more about the solemn
for
Cardinal Dew wrote that after
responsibility he has to care for
reading
an
article
by
French
those entrusted to him.
l
Priest
Father
Jean-Pierre
Roche,
In a parent-child relationship,
er
he
now
wonders
why
priests
are
the
parent must be the protector
An
called
“Father,”
and,
following
and,
if needed, lay down their
ely
life to keep children safe. So too
Father Roche’s line of argument,
with a priest; addressing him as
gave three reasons why address“Father” is a constant reminder
ing
priests
as
“Father”
should
s to
of this.
perhaps
be
a
thing
of
the
past.
of
A captivated assembly waited on every word at the St Peter and Paul’s Goulburn inaugural Spelling Bee. Photo Chris Gordon
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VOCATION MATTERS
Every vocation is an exodus from self
... It leads us on a journey of Adoration
of the Lord ... and service to him in our
brothers and sisters POPE FRANCIS

Are you considering a vocation as a priest in the
Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn? If so
please contact Fr Paul Nulley
paul.nulley@cg.org.au

decision respectively.
St Francis Xavier School
celebrated Reconciliation
Week with a special day last
Thursday. Down the Track
provided the school community with a nourishing
breakfast before school to
start the day. Then the morning assembly was commenced
with Aunty Joy Kelly sharing
the Welcome to Country and
the Year 6 leaders sharing
information about the
significance of Reconciliation
Week and leading us in prayer.
Families were invited to
join the students as they participated in various learning
opportunities from the
Healing lessons, produced by
the Healing Foundation and
in the creation of a Reconciliation Pole, which Ms Alison
Wheeler and Georgina Kelly
have helped design and create.
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Face-recognition
program proposed to
fight underage porn
access

The Department of Home
Affairs has proposed the use
of a face recognition system to
curb underage access to online
pornography, but the idea has
been met with concerns over
privacy.
The Department wrote to
a House of Representatives
Standing Committee on Social
Policy and Legal Affairs that it
could offer a “suite of identitymatching services.”
Among possible uses for this
technology, the department
emphasized the use of a face
verification service to restrict
teens and children from accessing online pornography. The
system would match people’s
faces with their identification
document in government
records.
Current efforts to verify
users’ age on pornographic
websites include requiring users
to enter a date of birth or
upload identification documents.
However, the Home Affairs
department said, these methods
can be easily circumvented
by minors entering a parent’s
driver's license information.
An identity-matching service
would provide a more reliable
method of age verification, and
could also be used for other
age-restricted online activities,
such as gambling, it said.
“Whilst they are primarily designed to prevent identity crime,
Home Affairs would support the
increased use of the Document
and Face Verification Services
across the Australian economy
to strengthen age verification
processes,” said the Department
of Home Affairs.

The Sisters of Saint
Joseph elect new Leadership Team

The Sisters of Saint Joseph of
the Sacred Heart has this week
elected a new Congregational
Leadership Team to take forward
the vision and direction of the
Congregation for the next six
years.
Sister Monica Cavanagh has
been elected to be the Congregational Leader for a second
term. Sisters Josephine Dubiel,
Mary Ellen O’Donoghue, Clare

Conaglen and Louise Reeves,
also for a second term, will be
General Councillors.
The new Congregational
Leadership Team was elected
by a delegation of 63 Sisters
from around the Congregation, during the 27th General
Chapter of the Sisters of Saint
Joseph held at their Spirituality
Centre in Baulkham Hills from
29 September to 15 October.
The Members of the Chapter
considered the skills, experience and current needs of the
Congregation as together they
discerned the leadership for the
next six years.
The new leadership team
look forward to continuing
the work established over the
previous six years as well and
implementing the new directions
established at the Chapter. The
new leadership team move
forward in hope aware that
there will be challenges to be
faced and opportunities to be
embraced.
During the past six years,
the Congregational Leadership
Team have been working with
the Sisters in transitioning to
establish new Regional Structures; extending our response to
mission through the stream-lining of our Incorporated Works
and forming a new Congregation
through the journey of fusion.

Bishops release mental illness, outreach
guidelines
Catholic communities across
Australia are being urged to help
shatter the stigma surrounding
mental illness by supporting and
welcoming those who suffer and
their families.
With one in five Australians
experiencing a mental health illness each year and mental illness
being the third-leading cause of
disability, the Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference on Friday
released new mental illness and
outreach guidelines for parishes.
The extent of mental illness in
Australia is reflected in annual
suicide rates, which show that
3,128 people died from intentional self-harm in 2017 – an
increase of 9.1 percent from the
previous year, according to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics.
In a letter to parishes throughout Australia in preparation
for World Mental Health Day
on October 10, Bishop Don
Sproxton said the motivation to
create the new resources was
captured in the powerful opening words of the document’s
title – “Do Not Be Afraid” – from
Matthew’s Gospel.

Bishop Anthony Randazzo named
Bishop of Broken Bay
ACBC Media Blog

Pope Francis has appointed
Bishop Anthony Randazzo the
fourth Bishop of Broken Bay,
a diocese that covers much of
Sydney’s North Shore and the
New South Wales Central Coast.
Bishop Randazzo, currently
an auxiliary bishop in the Archdiocese of Sydney, succeeds
Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli,
whose episcopacy in Broken
Bay ended in July 2018 after he
was appointed Archbishop of
Melbourne.
Born in Sydney, Bishop
Randazzo grew up in southeast
Queensland and went on to
study at the Pius XII Provincial
Seminary and the University of
Queensland. He was ordained a
priest for Brisbane Archdiocese
in 1991.
After parish and diocesan responsibilities in Brisbane, Bishop
Randazzo moved to Rome, where
he gained qualifications in canon
law from the Pontifical Gregorian
University. He would later work
for five years at the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith.
Upon returning to Australia,
Bishop Randazzo served as rector
of Holy Spirit Seminary, which
trains priests for the five dioceses
of Queensland, before being
appointed an auxiliary bishop for
Sydney in 2016.
Bishop Randazzo said during

his ministry, and especially his
ministry in neighbouring Sydney
Archdiocese, he has observed the
Diocese of Broken Bay to be “a
vibrant, animated, and Spirit-filled
Church”.
“I have a great sense of hopeful expectation as I anticipate
how we will live the life of faith
and discipleship together and
how we will give witness to the
Good News of Jesus Christ in
our world,” Bishop Randazzo
said.
“I am grateful to God and to
Pope Francis for the trust that
has been placed in me to lead,
guide and accompany the people
of God in the Diocese of Broken
Bay.
“With the priests and deacons
by my side, I pray that we will
serve Christ’s faithful with charity,
mercy and joy. I look forward to
meeting the people of the diocese
from all walks of life, age and
culture.”
In welcoming the appointment, Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference president
Archbishop Mark Coleridge said
Bishop Randazzo would bring to
Broken Bay gifts of both grace
and nature, as well as broad
experience of the Church local
and universal in Brisbane, Sydney
and Rome.
“The prayers and good wishes
of all the bishops are with Bishop

Randazzo as he prepares for his
new mission and with the people
of God entrusted to his care,”
Archbishop Coleridge said.
Archbishop Coleridge also
paid tribute to Fr David Ranson,
who has served as Broken Bay’s
diocesan administrator for more
than a year.
It is expected Bishop Randazzo will be installed as Bishop of
Broken Bay in early November.
“Conscious of my own
limitations, I humbly ask the
faithful to pray that I will be a
good shepherd after the heart of
Christ,” he said.

Catholic Church announces national
drought prayer campaign
The Catholic Church in
Australia is dedicating the month
of November as a time to pray
for those affected by crippling
drought conditions and to pray
for the gift of rain.
Parishes, schools, families
and other Catholic communities
across the country are being
encouraged to participate in
the National Prayer Campaign
for Drought, which also invites
people to provide assistance to
those most in need.
The Bureau of Meteorology
says that, on some measures, the
current drought is the worst in
100 years or more, with most
parts of Australia’s eastern states
declared to be in drought.
Bishop Columba MacbethGreen OSPPE from WilcanniaForbes oversees a diocese that
covers about half of New South
Wales, including some of the
most drought-affected areas in
the country.
He said the month of prayer
is an additional response to the
local work being done in affected

communities.
“Some of our Catholic
ministries, along with other faithbased, charitable and government
organisations, are doing remarkable work, supporting people
with material needs, offering
financial support and responding
to people’s psychological and
spiritual needs,” Bishop Columba
said.
“In some dioceses, practical
responses like school fee relief
or support with rising utility bills
can ease an increasing burden for
families.
“But in a Catholic context,
prayer must be a part of our
response.”
Bishop Columba said the
Bible, in both the Old and New
Testaments, has stories of rain
being “God’s gift” to people who
are suffering,
“In times of drought like we
are experiencing now, we should
pray for God’s gift of rain, which
will have the power to quench
our arid lands and also lift many
people’s fallen spirits,” he said.

Bishop Columba said the
National Prayer Campaign must
be truly national, noting that
the whole country suffers when
there is a drought – especially one
of this magnitude. The Church
needs to be an example of
recognising that reality.
“That people living where it
is plentiful, or at least enough,
water doesn’t seem aware of how
much suffering the drought is
causing only adds to the hardship
of those in drought-affected
communities,” he said.
“The Church across Australia
– lay people, religious, priests and
bishops alike – needs to stand
in solidarity with those suffering
most acutely, offering prayers and
practical support to those in most
need.”
Prayer resources have been
developed for parishes, schools,
communities and families to
participate in the National Prayer
Campaign. They can be accessed
at www.catholic.org.au/drought
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Amazon synod document calls
for married priests and
increased role for women
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Catholic News Agency

VATICAN: The meeting
for the Synod of Bishops for
the Pan-Amazonian region
has approved a final document
which calls for the ordination
of married men as priests and
for women to be considered for
diaconal ordination.
The 33-page document,
approved October 26, is the
result of a three-week meeting
in Rome. The synod’s 181 voting
members, together with representatives from indigenous communities, religious orders, lay groups
and charities, discussed a range
of issues concerning the region,
spread across nine countries.
In ordinary sessions of the
Synod of Bishops, delegates are
elected by the world’s bishops
conferences. In the special
session for the pan-Amazonian
region, all attendees were by
special invitation.
The document presents the
synodal assembly’s reflections
and conclusions on topics
ranging from environmentalism,
inculturation in the Church, and
the human rights of indigenous
communities in the face of
economic, environmental, and
cultural exploitation.
The draft text was presented
to the assembly on October 25,

Nearly 1,000 N Ireland
medical personnel say
they won’t perform
abortions

and various amendments were
proposed and debated during the
approval process. The synodal
document does not have magisterial authority; the conclusions are
presented to Pope Francis, who
will issue his own document later.
One of the document’s most
anticipated and likely controversial items is the call by the synod
fathers for the ordination of
proven married men, so-called
viri probati, in the face of an
acute shortage of priests in many
parts of the region.
“Many of the ecclesial communities of the Amazonian territory have enormous difficulties

in accessing the Eucharist,” the
document says, while noting
that some communities go for
months, even years between visits
from a priest.
The synod fathers said that
they “appreciate celibacy as a gift
of God to the extent that this gift
enables the missionary disciple,
ordained to the priesthood, to
dedicate himself fully to the
service of the Holy People of
God.” But, the bishops concluded, “legitimate diversity does not
harm the communion and unity
of the Church, but expresses and
serves it.”

The Catholic faith and family
marathon man, Eliud Kipchoge
NAIROBI, KENYA: (CNA)
On Saturday October 12, Kenyan
marathoner Eliud Kipchoge
broke a finishing tape, and a
barrier long-thought to be completely unbreakable. Kipchoge
became the first person to run a
marathon in less than two hours,
finishing a 26.2 mile course in
Vienna in 1 hour 59 minutes 40
seconds.
Sometime after the run was
over, away from the spotlight,
Kipchoge did what he is reported
to do after every race: he knelt
down, bent his forehead to the
ground, and made the sign of the
cross, in thanksgiving for a good
run.
In his hometown, his friends
and family say that Kipchoge’s
extraordinary accomplishment
might have something to do with
his deep Catholic faith.
Kipchoge’s cousin, Fr.
Kennedy Kipchumba, told ACI
Africa Saturday that the runner’s
accomplishment was “a moment
of joy and jubilation, with a

summary of: God fulfills His
promise.”
“I was part of the close to
3,000 people who were following
the race from a big screen and
with all of them, we ended up
bowing to God to thank him for
this much he offered to us,” Fr.
Kipchumba said.
After Kipchoge’s feat, his
family, included several priests,
celebrated Mass in thanksgiving.
“Everybody came to Church,
to say thank you to God. We
celebrated Mass to thank God.
We celebrated as a community;
we had the family, Fr. Benjamin
Oroiyo who is also a family
member, Fr. Benedict Rono and
we were also joined by the
Deputy Governor of Nandi
County, area Member of Parliament, among other local leaders,”
Fr. Kipchumba said.
The Mass was celebrated in
a small village chapel, St. Peter’s
Kapsisiwa, an “outstation” of
St. Joseph’s Sangalo Parish in the
Diocese of Eldoret.

Kipchoge, 34, was raised
in the small village of Kapsisiwa, 200 miles from Kenya’s
capital, Nairobi. The area around
Kapsisiwa is a highland of rolling
green hills, where Kipchoge
began running as a child. The
runner now lives with his wife in
the west Kenyan city of Eldoret,
close to his hometown.
“The main person in the
family is the mother, whom we
brought from her house” for the
Mass, Kipchumba explained.
Kipchoge’s mother, Janeth
Rotich, is seen as a moral and
spiritual supporter of her son.
“I wake up at 3 a.m. every
day to pray for Kipchoge. I pray
the rosary,” she has told local
reporters.
Kipchoge left Kenya on the
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary,
Monday, Oct. 7 to attempt a
sub-2 hour marathon in Vienna.
But before he left, the parish he
attends when in Nairobi offered
Mass for him.

BELFAST, NORTHERN
IRELAND: (CNA) – A Northern
Ireland doctor opposed to
abortion said he collected the
signatures of 911 health care
professionals in the region who
will refuse to perform abortions
under a new measure that
legalized the procedure.
Dr. Andrew Cupples, a
general physician in Northern
Ireland, collected the signatures
for a letter he sent to the
Northern Ireland Secretary
last month. The letter, signed by
doctors, nurses and midwives,
stated their opposition to the
new abortion laws and called for
strong conscientious objection
protections that would ensure
that those opposed to abortion
may opt out of performing or
assisting with the procedure, The
Independent reported.
“Hundreds of healthcare
professionals in Northern
Ireland will refuse to be involved
in abortion services. There are
even people who are planning to
walk away from the healthcare
service if they are forced to
participate in abortion services,”
Cupples told The Independent.
“There are also people in
obstetrics and gynecology and
midwives who are worried if
they do not agree to be trained
in abortion they could be forced
to do so or reprimanded by
their employers or a professional body,” he said.
In October, Northern
Ireland’s devolved legislature
failed to block changes to their
abortion and gay marriage laws
passed by the British Parliament,
which has the authority to
govern the area in the absence
of a functioning local assembly.

LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA:(CNA) - As
16 wildfires continue to incinerate thousands of acres of land in
California, destroying businesses
and homes, Archbishop Jose
Gomez has called for prayers for
the victims of the fires.
We are facing a new outbreak
of fires in the San Fernando and
Santa Clarita regions,” Archbishop Gomez said in a statement
on Friday, October 25.

“Please pray with me for the
families at risk and also for
the firefighters and other first
responders. May God keep them
all safe and bring these fires
to an end! May Our Blessed
Mother Mary be close to all of
them,” he said.
The Getty and Tick fires,
located in the area of the archdiocese, have burned at least
5,000 acres so far. The fires have
caused mass evacuations and
the closings of several Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles.
Twenty elementary schools
and two high schools in the
archdiocese were closed due to
the fires. By Monday, October
28, eight of the schools remained closed due to the Getty
and Tick fires.

Biden denied communion at SC parish over
abortion stance

By Matt Hadro
WASHINGTON D.C: (CNA)
- A South Carolina Catholic
priest denied Holy Communion
to presidential candidate Joe
Biden on Sunday October 27,
because of the candidate’s
support for legal abortion.
Fr. Robert Morey, pastor of St.
Anthony Catholic Church in the
Diocese of Charleston, South
Carolina, denied Democratic
presidential candidate Joe Biden
Holy Communion at Sunday
Mass for his support of legal
abortion, the Florence Morning
News reported Monday.
"Sadly, this past Sunday, I had
to refuse Holy Communion
to former Vice President Joe
Biden,” Morey said in a statement he sent CNA Oct 28.
“Holy Communion signifies
we are one with God, each
other and the Church. Our
actions should reflect that. Any
public figure who advocates
for abortion places himself
or herself outside of Church
teaching,” the priest added.
According to the Florence
Morning News, Morey was
a lawyer for 14 years before
becoming a priest, practicing law
in North Carolina.
Biden, a former senator
from Delaware and the former
Vice President of the United
States, was campaigning in South
Carolina over the weekend, the
Associated Press reported.
Canon 915 of the Code of
Canon Law states that “Those
who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the
imposition or declaration of the
penalty and others obstinately
persevering in manifest grave sin
are not to be admitted to holy
communion.”

Faith and perseverance in the face of drought
Brothers Mark and Pat Daniher, their children and parents, have lived through drought before, but this one is proving tougher than most. However
they told Catholic Voice journalist CHRIS GORDON they remain optimistic and defiant, recognise they are in a better position than many other
people and remain strong in their faith.
LEO Daniher has seen a lot in
his 88 years.
The patriarch of the Daniher
family, he has lived near Ungarie
for most of his life and faced
everything country life could throw
at him.
Like that bloke in the James
Taylor song, he’s seen fire and he’s
seen rain. He’s seen sunny days that
he thought would never end.
But he’s never seen a drought as
bad as this one.
Well, maybe once. It’s a toss-up
between this one and the drought
of the 1940s.
“This drought … it’s severe,”
Leo reflected at his property.
“The worst I’d seen before
this was in the ‘40s and that was
terrible. But I think this one’s just
as bad. It’s looking like 1946 all
over again.
“The last two years have been
very poor. It’s been hotter, drier…
crops have virtually died. I don’t
think it’s going to finish any time
soon. It might get worse.”
Leo lives just across the way
from his son Mark between West
Wyalong and Ungarie. While he
has eased off on the physical side
of running the place, now in the
hands of sons Mark and Pat, he
still keeps an eye on the place and
his input is invaluable.

she doesn’t give up and eventually
he gives her what she asks for.
“And if the unjust judge
rewards persistence, how much
more will a loving God?
“I think that’s what we do too.
We’re persistent in believing in
prayer. We pray for rain daily.
Maybe our prayers may not be
answered the way we want them
but in the long run they will. I
think if you give that away, you
give in to despair.”
Mark said that former parish
priest Fr Emil Milat had a very
practical approach in addition to
his spiritual assistance.
“He’d offer novenas, prayers of
the faithful and so on,” Mark said.
“But he’d also come out. He’d
spend a lot of time out here,
feeding cows with us, working in
the shearing shed, drafting sheep.
And he wouldn’t just come out for
an hour, he’d roll his sleeves up
and be at it all day. Priests are part
of the community and it meant a
lot to us.”

ago, Dad and us went our way and
Jim and his kids went their way.”
If the Daniher name sounds
familiar, four of Mark’s cousins
played for Essendon in the AFL.

Difficult decisions
Like everyone in their district,
the Daniher’s are only too familiar
with sad and tragic drought stories.
The realities have been insurmountable for some.
The Daniher’s have also done it
tough, but not as tough as some,
they hasten to add.
The family run merinos and
wheat crops on their 8000 acre
property, “Rose Glen,” and both
their stock and crops have helped
them survive.
Deciding to sell or keep stock
can be a difficult call … do you
hang on so you have stock on hand
when you come out the other side,
or do you sell, temporarily boost-

Clockwise from above: Pat Daniher loads a mob of 200 sheep onto a truck for sale; Louise and Mark Daniher; Pat prepares a mob of sheep to be loaded onto trucks for sale; Mark in front of some of the hay they’ve been able to cut on their
property this year; Leo Daniher’s old FE Holden Ute.

Staying the distance

The Daniher family
Leo has a perspective on local
droughts few in his community
could match. One of five children
(Jim, Jack, Leo, Tess and Mary),
Leo and his two brothers married
three sisters. Jack married Beryl
Erwin, Jim married Edna and Leo
married Dorothy. Those three
marriages produced 28 offspring…
11 kids each to Jim and Jack and
their respective wives, and six to
Leo and Dorothy.
“We really propped up the
Catholic School in Ungarie,” Mark
said.
“We filled up the buses and the
classrooms. We went to school
together, got on well together, we
had a great childhood. We didn’t
have much but it didn’t matter,
we’d be out kicking a footy in the
dust and dirt and tackling.
“Dad and Jim started the farm
and all of us kids helped out.
Some went away to school, some
went and played footy and when it
came time to split it 20-odd years

ing income and saving the money
you’d spend on stock feed?
Much of a farmer’s job can
be a mix of astute choices and
gambling.
Mark and Pat decided to hang
on to their stock, with a wheat
crop they could use for hay. So far,
they’ve had enough grain and hay
to get through and have been able
to keep their stock numbers high.
“We decided to do something
out of the ordinary and hold on to
the mob,” Mark recalls.
“You generally sell some off
when you get older ewes each year,

but we held on to them to see how
we’d go. We got another lot of
lambs out of them so we ended up
with extra lambs at lambing time as
well, and we’ve got a great lambing
percentage, the best we’ve ever
had.
“We offloaded those ewes once
we weaned the lambs and got them
fat enough, so they’re gone. Now
we’re back to our routine where we
get rid of some of our older ewes,
which are the five year old ewes
now.
“All of the wether lambs went
earlier while they were still looking

pretty good. So we’re back to our
basics.”

Keeping a positive
attitude
While Mark and Louise agree
this is the worst drought they’ve
experienced, they are quick to
declare that they are doing much
better than many people.

Mark refuses to complain. The
choice to be a farmer was his and
he knew there’d be tough times.
He remains pragmatic but at the
same time optimistic.
“We’ve cut our own hay and
kept our own grain from last year
and the year before, where some
haven’t got that or have already
used what they had,” Mark said.
“We’re pretty lucky really.”

Louise echoes those thoughts.
“We live in the driest continent
in the grips of a drought, which
is just part of an overall bigger
picture,” she said. “This sort of
thing is going to happen. But there
are so many more people worse
off than what we are.”
Mark and Louise’s daughter
Lizzie believes her father and
uncle’s effort and ability have
played a crucial role.

“Dad is an incredibly smart
farmer,” Lizzie said.
“He’s phenomenal at what
he does. I was only saying to
Mum the other day that Dad and
Uncle Pat understand the land
and understand their machinery.
They don’t have to go out and buy
new things. They fix it, they try
everything they can. They’re just
very capable. They persevere and
make good decisions and that’s

helped us through.”

Keeping their faith
One constant for the family
through the ups and downs of life
on the land is their faith. While
Mark and Louise both understand
that some people have had their
faith tested by long periods of difficulty, such as this drought, their
faith remains undiminished.

“A recent Gospel reading
summed it up beautifully,” said
Louise who, as well as teaching at
St Mary’s War Memorial Primary
School, works part time as secretary at the Parish Office.
“It was from Luke 18:1-8 – the
unjust judge and the persistent
widow. When the widow approaches the unjust judge she
doesn’t get what she wants. But
she keeps at him, she’s persistent,

The family name remains
known and respected across the
district, not just for their sporting
accomplishments, but for their role
as solid, reliable members of the
community. And the name looks
like sticking around for a while to
come.
Leo isn’t going anywhere.
“I get to see these people every
day,” he says of his family.
“Dorothy looks after me and
drives me around. We’d be in a
bit of trouble if we couldn’t get
around but that’s not a problem
yet.”
“We’ve never considered
walking away,” Louise adds, “and
particularly with Leo still alive.
“The farm is what he’s known
all his life. He grew up just a few
miles down the road, probably on
a tougher block. But we also don’t
want to go. We genuinely believe
the better days are coming.”
They’re doing it tough, but not
as tough as some.
They count their blessings and
try to be self-sufficient.
And they keep their faith.
“It’s the one thing that I always
turn to,” Louise said. “We keep
steadfast and we keep praying, and
our God has a listening ear.”
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The privilege of walking with people who mourn
By (Bishop) Pat Power

Sometimes when people hear
that I am involved in about 40
funerals a year, the reaction is
“how depressing”. Not really.
I am in the fortunate position
of having known many of the
people and their families for
quite a long time. To journey
with them as part of my pastoral
ministry is a deep privilege in
that I learn continually from the
goodness of people opening
their hearts to the many facets of
God’s love for them.
Every death, just as every
life, is unique. The death of a
child, maybe stillborn, is heartwrenching for the parents and
other family members. Sudden
and tragic deaths especially
involving suicide inflict a terrible
toll on those left behind, particularly when young people are
involved.
At the other end of the
spectrum is the death of a
faith-filled person surrounded
by family and (not too many!)
friends. Maybe it is at home,
in hospital or in a hospice like
Clare Holland House. We pray
each time in the “Hail Mary”

for the grace of a happy death.
But even in such cases, there is
sadness in the finality of death.
In these and in so many
other situations, the value of
accompaniment is so important.
Walking with those we love,
often without many words on
our part, can be very healing, allowing bereaved people to open
up if they wish. I am always
humbled when a dying person
or their family ask me to walk
with them on their final journey.
I don’t have any magic words.
But by listening to their fears,
doubts, regrets and hopes, I seek
to assure them of God’s merciful
love for us all. To be able to pray
with them and offer Holy Communion and the Sacrament of
the Anointing of the Sick allows
them to experience the healing
love of Jesus in a special way. It
is so much better when family
members can participate.
I am very conscious that
people are at various stages of
their faith, both in relation to the
God of love and the Church. I
am convinced that it is essential
that we accept people “where
they are at” and assure them of
God’s unconditional love for

Bishop Pat Power feels privileged to walk with parishioners in their grief.

each of us. That needs to be
said not just in words to a dying
person but to those grieving and
indeed to the people taking part
in a funeral service.
At times, family tensions can
arise or re-surface at the time of

a death. It takes much wisdom,
skill and patience to help in such
scenarios.
It is wonderful that some
parishes have a bereavement
group where the members with
suitable training and supervision

can minister to fellow parishioners and others at a very
raw time in their lives. People
frequently speak to me about the
kindness afforded to them many
years before in the aftermath of
a death. Sometimes they share
that they didn’t hear from others
they thought would contact
them. I try to explain that it is
probably not a case of people
not caring, but rather not being
confident of having the right
words. Sometimes a gentle hug,
hand on the shoulder or a quiet
smile can best communicate our
love in times of sorrow. Then
there are all the lovely stories of
people providing food, helping
with cleaning and child-minding
and many other acts of muchneeded kindness.
I try to remind people and
myself of the importance of
keeping in touch in the aftermath
of a death. There can be letdown for the family when people
disappear after the funeral.
There also needs to be sensitivity,
knowing that it can be awkward
for bereaved people reappearing
in public not long after the death
of a loved one.

Catholic Funerals: The Archdiocesan Guide
Since ancient times, the Catholic Church
has developed rich liturgical prayers and
biblical readings for Funeral Masses. Here,
Archbishop Christopher Prowse shares
some guidelines of what is appropriate for a
Catholic funeral.
“In the face of death, the
Church confidently proclaims that
God has created each person for
eternal life and that Jesus, the Son
of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin
and death that bound humanity.”
(Order of Christian Funerals,
Intro., 1)
The Catholic Tradition
In the Catholic tradition, a
Funeral Mass (sometimes also
called Mass of Christian Burial
or Requiem Mass) is celebrated
for the deceased loved one. For
pastoral reasons, a Liturgy of the
Word could be more appropriate. We pray for the repose of
the soul and the forgiveness of
sins of the deceased. We thank
the Risen Lord for his/her life and
offer prayers of comforting hope
for the bereaved (cf. General
Instruction of the Roman Missal,
379-385).
The Priest or Deacon asked to
celebrate the funeral determines
the content and form of the

funeral liturgy, keeping in mind
the wishes of the family. We
use an officially approved book:
‘Order of Christian Funerals’. This
book gives a wonderful selection
of prayers, readings and rituals
that can be used.
Some people have experiences of secular funerals made
up of eulogies, photo presentations, poems and popular music.
However, the Catholic Church has
developed, since ancient times, a
richness of liturgical prayers and
biblical readings. We offer some
guidelines, therefore, of what is
appropriate for a Catholic funeral.
Terms such as ‘Words of
Remembrance’ or ‘Reflections on
the person’s life’ are preferable to
‘Eulogy’,
It is not necessary to have a
Eulogy. The priest can be given
some information or notes about
the deceased for him to use in his
homily.
If the family would like some
words of remembrance we
suggest one written out (it can

be emotional and difficult to say
what should be said). It could
be shared with someone else (to
avoid repetition) or even read by
someone else.
Length: a couple of appropriate reflections that will bring out
the Christian character of the
person, rather than too much
historical detail.
Memories of the life of the
deceased could be shared at a
viewing, in a separate moment
before the Mass or Liturgy of the
Word.
PowerPoint photo presentations are not appropriate during
a Catholic funeral; our recommendation is to do this immediately before or after the funeral,
at the wake or some other time
with the family.
The title page of a booklet and

media announcement should
read: Mass of Christian burial
for…or Funeral Mass for…or
Requiem Mass for the repose of
the soul of …A simple service,
i.e. not a Mass, should be called:
the Funeral liturgy of …or Rite of
Christian Burial of …
We do not like calling a
Catholic Funeral “a Celebration
of the life of…”, because it does
not express the full depth and
meaning of our understanding of
funerals.
Funeral directors are to be
reminded that they tell their
clients it is not necessary to have
booklets for the funeral service.
Music for a Catholic funeral
is liturgical. Appropriate hymns
or music should be chosen.
Romantic ballads, popular or rock
music, political or football club

songs are not appropriate. But a
song like that could be used after
the burial service.
Whereas the burial or internment of earthly remains is the
preference of the Church, cremation is allowed. If a cremation
was to follow the funeral Mass, it
would be expected that prayers
would not be prayed at the
cremation. Care is to be taken to
ensure that the ashes are interred
in and appropriate place.
“From the earliest times, Christians have desired that the faithful
departed become objects of the
Christian community’s prayers
and remembrance. The reservation of the ashes of the departed
in a sacred place ensures that
they are not excluded from the
prayers and remembrance of
their family or the Christian community. It prevents the faithful
departed from being forgotten,
or their remains from being
shown a lack of respect. The
conservation of the ashes of the
departed in a domestic residence
is not permitted. The ashes may
not be divided among various
family members and due respect
must be maintained regarding
the circumstances of such a
conservation.” (Congregation for
the Doctrine and Faith Rome, 22
Sept. 2016)
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Supporting bereaved parishioners in Young
By Chris Gordon

When loved ones die, the
world stops. Dealing with loss
and grief is overwhelming and
it can be hard just to keep going
let alone make the necessary
decisions and plans.
At St Mary’s Parish in Young,
that’s where the Grief and
Bereavement Team steps in.
The team started eight
years ago and, according to
co-ordinater Trish Saines, has
become a busy and essential part
of the Parish.
“The idea of the team is all
thanks to Fr Richard Thompson,” Trish said.
“He started it when he was
here. I wasn’t part of the
team back then but have been
involved for about five years.”
The team is called to action
when local funeral directors are
advised of a death in the parish.
“They notify us when someone has died,” Trish explained.
“We contact the families and
make an appointment with them
if they want our help. We talk to
them, help arrange the Funeral

Grief and Bereavement Team Coordinator Trish Saines hopes more volunteers
will step forward to join the team. Photo: Chris Gordon.

Mass book for them, find out
what they want to do for the
service … whether it’s a requiem
Mass, a graveside service, or just
prayers.

“We can collect photos for
them, get the book printed and
check they are happy with it, and
so on.
“Afterwards, if they want,

we can catch up with them at
around two and six weeks to see
how they are doing.”
The team comprises six
members. Alongside Trish is
Brian Hislop and wife Barbara,
Jayne Bokkerink, Sharon Hamill
and Joy Cameron. They work
on a roster due to high demand
and need more volunteers.
While it can be confronting,
particularly at the beginning,
Trish said it was a rewarding and
necessary service.
“It is a tough time, but
helping people through it is very
enriching,” she said.
“People are dealing with the
loss of someone who played a
large part in their lives, and it
can be overwhelming.
“We try to help people
through their process, listen to
them and let them lean on us so
we can take some of the load
from them.”
Trish stresses that the team
does not seek to be a counselling
service.
“The priest contacts families as
well, and sometimes accompany
us when we visit families,” she

said.
“It’s nice to have the priest
there and I think it helps the
family.”
Trish has previously worked
in a bank and said while she had
many one-on-one appointments
with clients, that did not prepare here for supporting people
through grief.
“I think you just follow your
heart and you develop better
skills and experience as you go,”
she said.
“I was pretty nervous when I
started but you get past that and
focus on the people you’re helping. You gain a better idea of what
to say, what to do, how to react
and provide better advice.”
Trish believes other parishes
should consider establishing a
Grief and Bereavement Team.
“We’d be more than happy to
talk to other parishes and help
them get started,” she said. “It’s a
great service to people suffering
a loss.”

Vinnies recognised for their drought assistance
By Chris Gordon

When the Vinnies team at
West Wyalong accepted the
NSW Volunteer Team of the
Year award for the Central West
region, it wasn’t just the state
government that was appreciative.
One hundred and seventy
families across the Bland, Weddin
and Lachlan Shires also wanted to
say thank you.
The West Wyalong Conference of St Vincent de Paul were
awarded the honour for providing drought assistance to families
across the south west and central
western regions of NSW.
Ray Scott, president of the
West Wyalong conference, said
the decision to provide drought
relief had its genesis at the St
Vincent de Paul Archdiocese
head office.
“There was a proposal from
head office in Deakin that we
provide assistance in the Bland
Shire,” Ray said,
“We decided to take that
on, and there was four of us…
Terry Smith, Gay Hudson, Ruth
O’Riley and myself.
“It was a bit of a dilemma
because we were only meant to
cover the Bland Shire, and the
Canberra Goulburn Archdiocese
goes further than that. So we had
to cater to a bit of the Weddin
Shire and the Lachlan Shire. We
took that on as well and finished

up in the middle of June.
“In the end we distributed
about $450,000 to 170 families.”
The team distributed support
to applicants who came into the
office for the application process.
“One of the hard parts was
getting men to come in because a
lot of them didn’t want to ask for
charity, so most of the applications were done by women,” Ray
said.
“A lot of times they had tears
in their eyes but they came in
to get it done for their families.
Some of the stories we heard
were heartbreaking. There were
times we just had to walk away.
There were some very tough
stories.”
The assistance available was
$3,000. Of that amount, $2,000
could be paid straight into an
applicant’s account to be spent
how they wished. The other
$1,000 could be paid as vouchers,
gift cards or sundry bills.
“It was mainly household bills
that we paid,” Ray explained.
“Sadly we couldn’t cover hay
or feed or water cartage because
those bills are just astronomical –
we didn’t have the money.”
The flow-on effects of a
drought affect many in rural
communities. Shearers were
another group they could help,
having lost a lot of work due to
the reduction in stock numbers in
the district.

West Wyalong St Vincent de Paul Conference president Ray Scott with a care
package dropped into the office.

Ray has lived locally all his life
and, in his own words, has “only
been the president for about 30
years.”
Like anyone you ask about this
drought, he hasn’t seen it this bad
before.
“To be honest with you, I
can’t see the end of it coming
anywhere before next year at the
earliest,” Ray said.

“I was involved in the last
drought, which wasn’t as severe
as this one. And as bad as it is
here, it’s even worse out west.
There’s people out in places like
Hillston who’ve seen their entire
paddocks blown away.”
Ray said that another of the
first things to go in a drought are
basic niceties like shampoo and
hair conditioner.

“Those things are particularly
important to women so when
they’d come in here one of the
first things we’d do is have a
plastic bag full of stuff like that
to give them,” he said.
As we are talking, two ladies
drop in with a “care package” in a
basket, asking not to be identified but that the basket would
go to a farming family. Acts like
that happen… if not regularly
… often enough to serve as a
reminder how the community
rallies behind the farmers.
The award, although unexpected, underlines the importance
of the type of support the West
Wyalong Vinnies team provided.
Ray said his team was both proud
and humbled.
“We never in a million years
expected something like this,” he
said.
“We just wanted to help how
we could. But it was an honest to
God team effort.”
Initially there were 80 nominees for the award. The team
made it through to the top ten
earning them an invitation to the
awards in Bathurst, which they
went on to win.
Next they’ll line up on in
Sydney on December 5 as
finalists for the state award. In
the meantime, they’ll continue to
assist the community how they
can.
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AMEN - A history of prayers in Parliament
By Kevin Andrews

BOOK REVIEW
Damien Freeman and David
Corbett (2019)
AMEN - A history of prayers in
Parliament
[PM Glynn Institute, North Sydney]
IT is common for members of the
Australian Parliament to join the Speaker
in reciting the Lord’s Prayer each morning.
This wasn’t always the case. When I was
elected in 1991, members listened while
the Speaker read the prayer. The change
occurred in the early to mid-1990s when
a group of members decided to join the
recitation.
As a law student, I had the privilege
of the late Christopher Weeramantry
supervising my Masters thesis. A professor
of law at Monash University, Weeramantry
subsequently served on the International
Court of Justice. He was a prolific author,
penning more than 20 books during his
life. Amongst volumes on subjects as
varied as contract law and human rights,
one stood out. Entitled The Lord’s
Prayer: Bridge to a Better World, the book
examined the 56 words of the most well
known Christian prayer.
Writing from a legal, rather than

theological perspective, Weeramantry used
the prayer as a text for examining concepts
such as dignity, honesty, responsibility,
fairness, tolerance and so on. In doing so,
he drew on great writings from various
faiths and religions.
I was reminded of this important book
when reading a new occasional paper
from the PM Glynn Institute, AMEN - A
history of prayers in Parliament. The

Prime Minister launched the booklet at the
National Prayer Breakfast.
The Institute is named in honour of
Patrick McMahon Glynn, a South Australian delegate to the 1897 Constitutional
Convention, who successfully carried the
case for the phrase ‘humbly relying on the
blessing of Almighty God’ to be included
in the preamble of the Australian Constitution. The Institute, which is a part of
the Australian Catholic University, seeks
to explore religion and faith as part of the
important and enduring features of the
social and political landscape.
The booklet traces the history of
prayers in Parliament, reaching back to
about 1558 in the UK. It reflects on
the nature of prayer and its continuing
relevance today.
The authors of AMEN, like Weeramantry, remind us that the Lord’s Prayer
is not narrowly Christian. People of many
faiths, Judaism and Islam included, recognise a creator. It was Glynn who remarked
that the words ‘humbly relying on the
blessing of Almighty God’ were simple
and unsectarian. ‘They are expressive of
our ultimate hope of the final end of all
our aspirations, of the great elemental
truth upon which all our creeds are based
and towards which the lines of our faith
converge. . ,’ he said. ‘It will thus become

the pledge of religious toleration.’
The authors observe that ‘together, the
Acknowledgement of Country and the
prayers recognise two ancient traditions of
wisdom which are founding parts of the
Australian story. These traditions continue to live and grow in two diverse and
important communities in Australia. They
are invoked each day at the commencement of Parliament’s work in a simple
ritual, which is at once an expression of
gratitude and reverence for how these
traditions have shaped our country, and an
expression of confidence and hope in the
future that they help to make possible.’
It was the former Chief Rabbi of the
Commonwealth, Jonathan Sacks, who
reminded us public religion is an antidote
to the Hobbesian image of life as ‘solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish and short.’ Religion
focuses our attention on the community
not on the selfish individual. That view
should attract the support of all people
concerned for the common good.
Hon Kevin Andrews MP
is the Liberal Member
for Menzies, Victoria
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Vigiling the Solemnity of All Saints
By Ms Sharon Boyd

I SAW pumpkins in the
supermarket last week, not the
usual varieties, but the colour
of deep orange, the kind used
in North America to celebrate
Halloween. Australia has jumped
onto the Halloween celebration
in the name of commerce on
October 31.
Halloween refers to the night
before All Hallows or All Hallows Eve. When we pray the ‘Our
Father’ we pray “hallowed be
your name”, to bless or honour
the Father’s name. ‘All Hallows’
refers to all the honoured and
blessed ones – our Saints. We
know the feast of All Hallows as
the feast of ‘All Saints’ celebrated
on November 1. As a Solemnity,
the highest-ranking feast day
on the Church’s calendar, All
Saints’ Day begins the evening
prior with the Vigils of Evening
Prayer. All Saints’ Day honours

Ms Sharon Boyd

all those canonized saints (of
which John Henry Newman is
one of our most recent) and
those unknown who dwell in the
fullness of God. All Souls’ Day
on November 2 follows where
we commemorate our recently
departed.
All Saints’ Day was established
on May 13 609 C.E. by Pope
Boniface IV. Pope Gregory III

later moved it to November 1 in
the mid-eighth century. November 1 had long been on the pagan
Roman calendar to celebrate
the completion of the harvests
where pantries were (hopefully)
full for the approaching winter.
The pagan Irish harvest festival
of Samhain also occurred at this
time where people celebrated

the harvest and the dead; they
dressed up to frighten ghosts by
the light of bonfires. In Australia
we need to remember that by
November in the Northern hemisphere the days are marked by
darkness and cold temperatures
where bonfires are welcome.
In the Bible, harvests are a key
image for Judgement Day. The

First Reading for the Mass of
All Saints is from the Book of
Revelation (7:2-4, 9-14) and it
tells of God sending his angels
to harvest the earth; gathering
and storing all that is fruitful.
This alludes to the gathering
up of the faithful on the day of
resurrection to heaven—a place
of abundance and joy.
Where the secular or pagan
feasts focus on earthly harvests
and the dead, the Christian calendar transfigures them by shining
a light on the afterlife and the
heavenly banquet. For us here in
Australia, where November sees
us enjoying long hours of warm
daylight, perhaps we need to
make more of an effort to focus
on the Saints who accompany us
on our earthly pilgrimage.
Ms Sharon Boyd, MA
Professional Specialist-Liturgy
Education ACU Centre for Liturgy

Rights and Responsibilities
Justice Matters

Catholic Social Justice Commission

John Jarvis, Catholic Social
Justice Commission

WE all claim rights and
privileges but sometimes it is
easy to forget that the very act
of claiming a right attracts a
corresponding responsibility. A
right does not exist in isolation
but rather must be seen as also
defining the common good.
In other words, we may claim
human rights as applicable to
ourselves but we must, at the
same time, give active recognition
to the rights and responsibilities of all people. In truth, the
assumption of essential human
rights cannot exclude the rights
and responsibilities of others,
nor can our just rights be subject
to the needs of society.
Genesis 1:27 tells us that “So
God created mankind in his own
image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he
created them.” Yes; we are all created in the image and likeness of
God and that reality affirms that
we are all worthy of respect as
members of the human family. It
is, therefore, true that the essential difference between rights and
responsibilities is that while rights
attract to people as members of
the human family those same
rights impose a responsibility to
uphold the truth as it applies to
all people. Rights exist to protect
basic freedoms in the knowledge

that every person is created in
the image and likeness of God.
Life is sacred and we retain the
right to life until the moment of
natural death. Human rights are
to be ensured if human dignity is
to be promoted and protected.
It is in the protection of human dignity that we find the very
substance of our understanding
of what is required of us in
our desire for, and application
of, rights and responsibilities.
The human person is born into
a community that commends
relationship and is social in its
very nature. Because our very
lives are sacred, the individual
person attracts inalienable rights
that include political, legal, social,
and economic rights. The right to
life and the right to those things
required for a dignified life are

fundamental to the welfare of
the person and, therefore, to the
community as a whole. Indeed,
we have clear responsibilities for
each other, for our families and
to the wider society. We have a
responsibility to serve and to be
served within the context of the
human family.
As Catholics, it is essential for
us to be aware of the basic rights
of each human being. St. John
XXIII described this fundamental truth in his encyclical,
Peace on Earth (Pacem in terries,
1963). He wrote “We must speak
of man's rights. Man has the
right to live. He has the right to
bodily integrity and to the means
necessary for the proper development of life, particularly food,
clothing, shelter, medical care,
rest, and, finally, the necessary

social services. In consequence,
he has the right to be looked
after in the event of ill health;
disability stemming from his
work; widowhood; old age;
enforced unemployment; or
whenever through no fault of his
own he is deprived of the means
of livelihood.”
We have a responsibility to go
beyond awareness and are asked
to accept the need for action and
to seek justice for all. Sometimes
that may include holding the state
accountable for its responsibility
to uphold the rights of all people.
St John XXIII wrote “One
man's natural right gives rise to a
corresponding duty in other men;
the duty, that is, of recognizing
and respecting that right.” The
Catholic Church, does have the
right to speak on moral issues

and to provide leadership in a
world where secular values take
precedence over moral authority.
Indeed, the very instance of living the word of God commands
that we accept the very heart of
what it is that is asked of us and
that we should respond in terms
of love and mercy. We should
follow the word of God while
identifying the responsibility that
applies to the understanding of
and facilitation of human rights.
We are called to understand
that in our secular world we must
be guided and directed by our
Christian conscience because
all we do is within the Lord’s
domain. When reflecting on the
application of human rights and
the responsibilities that attend
to them it is appropriate that we
should reflect on the words of
Luke.10:25-37: And behold, a
lawyer stood up to put him to the
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall
I do to inherit eternal life?” He
said to him, “What is written in
the Law? How do you read it?”
And he answered, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with
all your mind, and your neighbor
as yourself.” And he said to him,
“You have answered correctly; do
this, and you will live.”
Please send comments on the
article, or requests for further
information about the Commission to Social.Justice@cg.org.au.
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Marian@Manuka:
lifestyle and financial peace of mind
IT’S not a retirement home
or an aged care home. That’s
a point residents want to make
clear about Marian Place in
Manuka, commonly known as
Marian@Manuka.
It is a communal apartment
complex for over 55s and a place
that residents rave about.
“I’ve been in other apartment
complexes and there was no opportunity – neither a venue nor
the inclination – for people to get
together and socialise,” said Judy
who lives at Marian@Manuka
with her husband Russ.
“The layout helps a lot. The
pavilion is positioned in the
centre of the complex which
creates a sense of community
that has grown fairly rapidly,
given that many people have only
been here a short time.
“It’s very inclusive and welcoming, and that was one of the
things that actually sold me …
the architecture and the design.
“At some apartments there’s a
Marian@Manuka residents enjoy regular get-togethers at the communal facility
sense of separation and isolation
from the rest of the residents but
I don’t feel that here. You can be
as connected as you want to be.”
The Happy Hours are
casual get-togethers every second
Thursday where residents bring
a plate and a favourite bottle and
relax in the pavilion, or outside
depending on the weather.
Residents have organised other
activities such as trips to wineries.
Di, a more recent resident
who lives at Marian@Manuka
with husband Jim, agreed that the
social aspect of the complex sets
it apart from other options.
Marian@Manuka residents Judy and Russ
Jim and Di moved from their farm in Yackandandah to
“That was one of the main
Manuka
attractions for us,” Di said.
“We’d never lived in an aparta similar age to us, with similar
liked the fact he could ‘opt in’ to
get provided by Dennis (the
ment before. We’ve moved from
interests. When you move into
activities when he wanted to.
property manager), but they
an 80-acre farm in Yackandandah an area where you don’t have
“I enjoy the social life but also
know that they can join in if they
and downsized to a threemany friends, we thought this
knowing that there’s no obligawant.”
bedroom apartment.
would be the ideal place to form
tion,” he said.
Marian@Manuka is located
“We were attracted to the
friendships. And it has been.”
“Not everyone comes to the
in Franklin Street, Manuka. Or
idea that there would be people
Judy’s husband Russ said he
happy hour, or to the meals that
is it Forrest? You can get into

Dennis - that ain’t workin’!
Being the ‘good’ Anglican that I am,
it came as a surprise to find myself
working for the Catholic Archdiocese
of Canberra and Goulburn as Property/Facilities Manager.
It is different to my last two titles;
Inspector of Police at Victoria Police
and Operations Manager at the Air
Warfare Destroyer Program. How did I
end up here? And what do I do?
I moved to Canberra to follow
my wife and her work. Sometimes it
creates envy when my colleagues look
down from the office onto the Marian
Courtyard where they see me cooking a
barbecue while having a beer.

My job is so different to what I used
to do. I am now a cook, cleaner and
bottle washer. But in reality that is
not my job, I just choose to do that on
top of my real work. I look after four
properties for the Catholic Archdiocese
ensuring people can do their work (or
live) in a safe environment. I administer
contracts, liaise with contractors and
staff and am a general handyman,
gardener and jack of all trades.
My favorite part of my work though,
is definitely looking after the Marian
Apartments and the people who live
there. The residents have become my
friends and sometimes I find it hard to

do my work as they all love to talk – as I
do! I also love the freedom of my work.
I am afforded a great level of autonomy
and for the first time in many years, I no
longer supervise staff. Now that is what
I call job satisfaction!
I tell my friends that I look after the
oldies. I don’t tell them that four of the
residents are younger than me ... You
only have to be 55 after all.
• Dennis Godfrey is Archdiocesan Property/
Facilities Manager. For information about
the Marian@Manuka Apartments contact
Dennis.Godfrey@cg.org.au

a lengthy debate about what
suburb it is, but in any event it
is about half a block from the
Manuka Village.
“The closeness to Manuka was
a big influence for me,” said Jim
(other half of Di).
“We can get into town
easily, and in Manuka there’s
restaurants, takeaways and coffee
shops. Plus lots of other stores
and services. I’ve never had it
this good. It’s like being in a
wonderland.
“We bought a new car about
four months ago and we hardly
need to use it because we can
walk everywhere.”
Jim said the security of Marian@Manuka, where residents
enjoy secure parking and safety
from intruders, gave him great
peace of mind.
Deciding on any type of
accommodation is always a big
decision and all the residents
agree they thought long and
hard about moving to Marian …
but they also agree that having
experienced it, it was the right
choice for them.
For Jim, it came down to two
key factors, both of which Marian passed with flying colours.
“There’s two things to consider if you’re looking at coming
here,” he said.
“You can look at it as an
investment or as a lifestyle. As
an investment, when you look
at what’s included in the costs,
that covers some of the major
things like insurance, stamp duty,
rates… they go into the background and that also improves
your lifestyle. Fewer worries.
“But you also know that it
secures your finances for the
future. In the long term, it’s
probably much of a muchness
with other apartments. In the
short term, it’s much better.
Either way, it’s way out in front
for lifestyle.”
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Missionary Disciples: Hands, hearts and heads
MORE than 600 school
students and young adults from
across the Archdiocese attended
the annual Archdiocesan Mission
Mass to celebrate World Mission Month at St Christopher’s
Cathedral last month.
In his homily, Archbishop
Prowse explained to the school
children Pope Francis’ desire
for Missionary Disciples to be
attentive to “Heart, Head and
Hands”.
“Our Missionary life might
begin in the heart but it never
stops there,” the Archbishop
said. “It also involves the head.
“It is not just simply feelings
but also it is good strong arguments and good strong reasons
for believing that God is with
us.”
Apart from “persuading the
world to come closer to God
through our minds,” Archbishop Prowse told students
that Missionary Disciples need
to use their hands to help others
and this reflects what is in their

Students from St Francis of Assisi Primary School with Archbishop Prowse after the Mission Mass

hearts.
“With our hands, hearts, and
heads we are able to form the
Church together and Jesus is able
to use “the body of Christ” to

Leaders from Trinity College Goulburn, with their
Ministry and Mission Coordinator Anthony O’Connell

be his light in the darkness, his
living water in the drought, and
his salt in our world that can be
lacking in the flavour of life,”
Archbishop Prowse said.

Catholic Mission Director
Cathy Ransom believes this year’s
World Mission Month’s message
of bringing good news to those
in need in word and deed, both

domestically and around the
world resonated with young and
old alike.
Cathy praised Archbishop
Prowse’s ability during the
Mission Mass to “truly connect
with the young congregation.”
and said that it was a wonderful
collaboration between Catholic
Mission and the Archdiocese
schools and Youth Ministry.
In reflecting on the many
events during Mission Month,
Cathy said she was particularly
pleased with the uptake of the
Mission Rosary.
“Schools are praying the
rosary every day throughout the
month of October in different
ways,” she said.
“Some students pray a decade
a day for one of the continents,
then pray the whole rosary once
a week. This Mission Rosary has
been extremely popular with
students with over 4000 rosaries
distributed across schools within
the Archdiocese.”

Students from Rosary Primay School holding symbols from Ghana Project Prayer Focus Students assemble before the annual Mission Mass
presentation.

Student Leaders from St Mary MacKillop College Canberra with thier teacher Asleigh McCelland

Vibrant contemporary music led by Beth Doherty, teacher at St Clare's College assisted by singers
from St Clare's and St Francis Xavier College.
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Classifieds
FOR
SALE OR REPAIR
ACCOMODATION
GARDEN:

KAMBAH
ACT
- Ground
Bags of garden
sheep
manure
floor
2
bedrooms
in
fully self-$7
and bags of cow manure,
contained
unit, suit 1 order
or 2 female
per bag. Minimum
is
students/professionals. Parking
five
bags.
Free
delivery
around
available, close to bus stop. Owner
Canberra
Phone
Mark
lives
above, area.
references
required.
on
0427
053
988.
Contact Mary 0422054818.
McKELLAR,
ACT: In a caring
KENWOOD:
Catholic
home.
Handy
to Unis,
Chef food mixer
$100,
microbus
and
shops.
Suit
young
male.
waves from $40. Six month
Three meals, snacks, laundry.
warranty. Free quote for
$280 pw plus share utilities cost.
repairs. Will
trade-in
or0430
purReferees
required.
Phone:
chase
old
items.
Microwave
667 447.

EUROBODALLA: Bodalla
SERVICES

Rockhouse. Best of the bush and
the beach. Passive
solar
Stone
GARDEN
AND
HOME
farmhouse set on 100acres.
CLEANING
TOOLS:
Spectacular elevated
views over
2WP,
the home
of innovative
the lagoon
and Tuross
River
garden
and ,pray
home,eat
cleaning
Valley. Relax
to the
slow rhythms
of life to
amongst
tools
are excited
announce
the dairy
farms.
8km Top
from the
we
will be
at Tulip
historic village
Bodalla.
Minutes
th
September
Gardens
fromof14
to beaches
lakes.
Sleeps
8,
four
See youGreat
to
13th October.
bedrooms,
two bathrooms.
there.
www.2wp.com.au
for families
or couples. Pets . Ph:
welcome
arrangement. Ph
1300
297by000.
Jenny 0400 735454. www.stayz.
com.au/bodallarockhouse .

glass trays from $10. Phone
John on (02) 6166 5512 or
0403 050 960.

FOR SALE or
REPAIR
HOLIDAYS

GETIN2IT PLUMBING:
New
homes,
fix taps,Ella
toilet
TUROSS
HEADS:
May
repairs,
blocked
drains.two
Min
Holiday Flats.
Renovated
bedrooms,
to the– beach.
call
out feewalk
$80.00
discount
Fullypensioners.
equipped, available
year
for
Pleaseallcall
us
including
weekends.
Off-season
for your free quote as well as
rates ranging from $150 p/n to
some
water
saving
tips. on
Call
$350 p/n.
Contact
Deidre
Matt
–
0422
050
553.
0414 597 619.Visit www.ellamay.

GARDEN: Bags of garden
BROULEE:
sheep manure and bags of cow
Spectacular
views near beach.
manure, $7 per bag. Minimum
Six-bedroom,
three-bathroom
order is five bags.
Free delivery
house.
Two
living
areas,
around Canberra area.
Phone
includes
balcony
with
Mark on 0427 053 988. wonderful views, fully equipped.
Great
for familyChef
groups
KENWOOD:
food –
mixer $100,
microwaves
from
sleeps
14. Phone:
(02) 6257
$40. Six
month
warranty.
1222.
Visit
www.brouleeFree quote for repairs. Will
beachhouse.com.

PAINTING
CONTRACTOR:
Small jobs
specialist. Services
SERVICES
range from minor carpentry,
plastering, tiling, fence repairs,
BM
SCRAP
METAL:
Scrapand
painting,
roofing,
plumbing
metal wanted - unwanted cars,
much more.
All in
trucks,
vans, bikes,
busCanberra
etc. We
area.
Free
quotes.
10%we
dispay
cash
$$$.
Every sale,
count for
pensioners.
No job
donate
a percentage
to our
parish.
clean
and support
too bigSoor
tooupsmall.
Phone

trade-in or purchase old items.
Microwave glass trays from $10.
Phone John on (02) 6166 5512
or 0403 050 960.

HOLIDAYS

com.au.

our local parish. Call Matt Martin
0422 050 553 or Bill Martin
0412 210 245.

Deadline: 15th of the month.
Email: catholic.voice@cg.org.au
www.catholicvoice.org.au/
advertising/

Luis
Flores on
0404 605 687
GETIN2IT
PLUMBING:
or
(02)
6140fix1317.
New
homes,
taps, toilet

repairs, blocked drains. Min call
out fee $80.00 – discount for
SINGING:
pensioners. Please call us for your
Iffree
youquote
can as
talkwell
then
you can
as some
water
sing.
Lessons
make
singing
saving tips. Call Matt – 0422 050
easier.
553. Experienced teacher.

Varied styles including classiHANDYMAN
andand
PAINTcal,
sacred, musicals
popuING
CONTRACTOR:
lar. Phone Rosemary on Small
(02)
jobs specialist. Services range
6297
2974
or
0414
228
618.
from minor carpentry, plastering,

tiling, fence repairs, painting,
roofing, plumbing and much more.
All in Canberra area. Free quotes.
10% discount for pensioners. No
job too big or too small. Phone
Luis Flores on 0404 605 687 or
(02) 6140 1317.
PHYSIOTHERAPY: Experienced Physio specialising in the
treatment of necks, backs, knees,
ankles, pre and post-op rehab.
Professional and friendly. Located
in Weston. Phone Thérèse KeilyWynter Physio on 0428 840 555
or book online at tkwphysio.com.
au.
SINGING: If you can talk then
you can sing. Lessons make singing
easier. Experienced teacher.Varied
styles including classical, sacred,
musicals and popular. Phone
Rosemary on (02) 6297 2974 or
0414 228 618.

https://cgcatholic.org.au/LivingWord/

Double Profession for Secular
Franciscan Order at Farrer

Five Minutes
with John
Pridmore

THE Holy Spirit Secular
“As Franciscans living in the
Franciscan Order of Canberra
secular world we ‘put on’ Christ
was delighted to receive two new
and live the gospel message
members into their fraternity this
within our everyday lives, in our
month.
family homes, workplace and all
Genevieve Colbert and Michelle of secular society,” said the newly
McGaurr were professed into the
professed members.
lay Order on May 17 at St AugusOften referred to as the ‘Third
tine’s Church, Farrer.
Order’ or ‘Tertiaries’, the Secular
Why
do you travel
the world,
your testimony?
As professed
members
they sharing
Franciscan
Order allows everyday
I
meet
Mother
Teresa
and
she
said
to
me,
whentoI share
story I eshave promised to live their lives by
Catholics
join amy
canonically
glorify
Jesus,
so
this
is
why
I
share
my
story
around
the
world.
following Jesus in the spirit of St
tablished lay Order of the Church
Francis of Assisi, who himself is
and become full members of the
What
response
do you
from people
who hear
your
story?
said
to have
been the
mostget
ChristFranciscan
family
while
remaining
I
gave
my
first
book
to
a
man
who
had
been
in
prison
for
22
years.
like person to have ever lived, after
lay.
Threehimself.
days after reading my life story he Itfellis at
priestsforfeet
and asked
Christ
anaorder
married
toAfter
become
Catholic.
I
also
received
an
email
from
a
young
teen
after
having journeyed with
people, single, those with careers,
speaking
at
his
school,
who
said
my
talk
was
life
changing
and
he
would
the members of the Order for the
the retired, the young and old
–
endeavour
to
help
others
in
his
neighbourhood.
past three years Ms McGaurr said,
from 18 years and onwards.
“what drew me to St Francis and
St Francis established the third
Most
Catholics
avoid reconciliation
– was
attending
a
the
Franciscan
waytend
was to
St Francis’
order himself
almost
800 years
reconciliation
game-changer
for
you?
Why?
deep connection to the natural
ago for the laity to follow in his
I think
I had him,
broken
the commandments.
Atof
confession,
I felt God’s
world
around
his all
universal
footsteps
peace, humility,
mercy
and
forgiveness.
It
was
like
I
was
alive
again.
I
could
hear
love for all of creation, the way he
simplicity, charity, joy, and athe
love
birds
sing
and
the
wind
on
my
face.
embraced simplicity and the spirit
for all of God’s creation. Today
in which he lived he gospel life.”
there are almost half a million
You’ve
spoken
conversion
on theworld-wide
world stage,
Ms Colbert
alsoabout
spokeyour
about
members
andinit reflecis
tion
do
you
think
God
was
always
walking
with
you?
her love and affection for the
actually the largest order (lay or
Yes I thinkspirituality
God has always
me tryingintothe
callCatholic
me to his
love,
Franciscan
as well been
as withreligious)
Church.
but
I
was
too
prideful
and
evil
to
see
him.
I
now
thank
him
every
day
her close family connection to the
The fraternity in Canberra meet
for
never
giving
up
on
me.
order, “I am a ‘third generation
on the third Friday of each month
Franciscan’, my grandfather was
at St Augustine’s Church, Farrer at
a Secular Franciscan, and my
7:45pm.
Johnwas
Pridmore
will nun.
be speaking
at the
Daymost
on welcome.
aunty
a Franciscan
The
NewRetreat
comers are
Sunday 17th November at St Benedict’s then the Healing
Franciscan spirit is in my blood.”
Please contact Tony on 0428
Mass at 6pm. He is available to speak in schools the week
St
Francis
himself
saw
the
631 916, email: sfo@fastmail.fm
of the 18th November.
gospel as not just a book to be
Website: www.ofsaustralia.org.au
read, but a life to be lived.

The Gift of our Children

BROULEE: Spectacular views
near beach. Six-bedroom, threebathroom house. Two living areas,
includes balcony with wonderful
views, fully equipped. Great for
family groups – sleeps 14. Phone:
(02) 6257 1222.Visit www.
brouleebeachhouse.com.

ELECTRICIAN/SOLAR
INSTALLER: John Thomsen
Electrical - All Electrical work
from new houses to renovations,
switchboard upgrades, LED lighting, Fire alarms, Phone and data,
Grid connected Solar systems
both domestic and commercial,
Grid connected Solar systems
with batteries, Evo Inverter
testing, Solar gates, Solar street
lighting. Call 0428 584 086 or
email jtomo71@hotmail.com.

In November last year, the Gift of our Children; Professional
Standards and Safeguarding page of the Archdiocesan website
underwent significant renewal. The new page brought to the fore
the Gift of our Children; a gift to be treasured; to be nurtured, to
be kept safe.
Within this page are the Archdiocese’s safeguarding documents
as provided under several headings:
o
Safeguarding Policy
o
Safeguarding Children
o
Safe Employment Practices
o
Safe Behaviours
o
Safe Environments
o
Safe Record Keeping
https://cgcatholic.org.au/professional-standards/
safeguarding-documents/
During the month of November we encourage all members the
our hands when weArchdiocese
pray”.
positive
view
of the world
and their
to review thesea policy
and
procedure
documents.
We
Silence for a bit seek
thenyour
another
child
place
in
it.
It
is
usual
to
find
some
gift or
comments on their content, ease of use and relevance
answered, “Becausetowe
want
our prayers
talent
to buildThe
them
up when they
need
your
parish’s
activities and
Ministries.
consultation
period
to go up to God.” closes
I still remember
this
extra
confidence.
There
also
seems
to be
on 30 November 2019.
when I join my handsAll
to comments
pray.
a
willingness
and
an
understanding
that
should be directed to Maria Hicks, Manager of
All catechists arethe
amazing.
come
toStandards
care for their
and friends
is
InstituteThey
for Professional
and families
Safeguarding
at ipss@
every week rain, hail
or
shine
to
tell
chilimportant.
There
is
a
real
interest
and
cucg.org.au
dren of the love of God and the stories
riosity about learning about Jesus. I realise
of Jesus which inspire. Their rewards are
I am fortunate to have a class group such
never tangible. They can go for years and
as these Year 3 and Year 4 students. I am
years and not ever know if any of what
truly blessed. They give me far more than
they have taught has been remembered.
I can ever give them, as I am constantly
They believe that some day, some where,
learning from them.
some child, now grown to adulthood will
Jesus and I are friends but at times I
remember some word or prayer that may
feel distanced from Him.
help them in a difficult time. And also,
I see Jesus in the good people around
that there is a loving God who will always
me.
love them no matter what.
I feel close to God when I experience
The children themselves keep me
the beauty of nature.
going. They are our future. They have

Serving God &
our community

Amazing Pat delivers catechesis rain hail or shine
MY NAME is Pat Spannagle. I am a
retired Catholic Principal and REC.
I had been teaching in Catholic schools
for 39 years. When I retired I thought that
was the
end of my teaching. However, in my
parish there was a need for catechists.
I became a catechist because the need
was great. There are still only 2 Catholic
catechists in Tumut. And I felt guilty (after
the Sunday gospel of the talents), because
I was not using my talents. I also believe
that it is vitally important for children to
receive a spiritual and religious dimension as part of their education for their
optimum development.
I am currently reading as much as I
can, the policies of the major parties, as
we head into the next 3 years of government. I am also reading ‘Between the

World and Me’ by Ta Nehisi Coates.
There are always ‘amazing moments’
with children. One of my favourites was
talking about Prayer to my Year 4 students. One child asked, “why do we join
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Coming Events

December 2017

COMINGTo include a loved one in the
(even if you are unable
EVENTSliturgy
to attend) or for further informa-

NOVEMBER 4 – 8: Theological
Implications and Spiritual Application – Galong. Pre-sented
by Fr Tony Kelly C.Ss.R. Venue:
St Clement’s Retreat and Conference Centre Galong. Ensuite
room $550, room with shared
bathroom facilities $450. For
bookings
the centre
on
MARCHcontact
20, 2018
to April
02
6380
5222
or
info@stclement.
10, 2018: Mystics pilgrimage
com.au
in Europe. For further details

tion, please email Catherine at
catherine.m.paice@gmail.com or
call/text 0415 154 784.

MP (Member for Bean ACT)
and being entertained by the
RMC Band Brass Quintet. Cost is
$55.00 per person for a 2-course
hot buffet dinner and the event
is BYO. The night is sponsored
by the Knights of the Southern
Cross and there are only 75
tickets
available.
MAN OVERBOARD:
Man

CANBERRA CHAPTER: For more
information contact Chris Carlile 0414
938 831.

O’Connor each Wednesday following the
8.00am Mass. Contact Maria on (02) 6247
4026.

DOMINICAN LAITY: Meet on the fourth
Thursday of the month at 13 Blair St Watson for prayer and reflection in the spirit
of St Dominic. Contact Peter (62477036)
or Michael (62497026).’

menALIVE: Encouraging authentic
Christian manhood, the Canberra chapter
of ‘Men Alive’ meet on the first Monday of
each month at St Christopher’s Cathedral
for Mass at 5pm. Mass is then followed by
drinks at ‘Public Bar’ in Manuka.

NOVEMBER 13: Twilight Garden
GOOD SHEPHERD PRAYER GROUP:
Party.
A fun
and
Contact
Shan
onspiritually
0412 310enrich364
Meets each Wednesday from 7pm to 9pm
MINISTRY TO THE NEWLY MARRIED:
ing event for Catholic women
in the parish room at St Peter Chanel’s
A mentoring program for newly married
Overboard is a monthly gatheror Sean 0448 510 237.
& their friends. The evening will
NOVEMBER 28: Breakthrough
Church Yarralumla. Contacts Susanna on
couples or engaged couples soon-to-be
ing
of
young
men
discerning
be
mainly
social
but
will
include
Conversations:
Learn
how
to
0419
902
293,
Neda
on
0415
266
019
and
married. Contact Debbie and Brian on (02)
please contact Sr Margaret Walsh
priesthood.
It is who
a time
to gather,
COUPLES
CHRIST
Gabriel on 0432 082 642.
6231 3389 or 0414 878 167. Email: mnm@
NOVEMBER
Book
Launch
an
outdoorFOR
movie
(15 min(CFC)
video
talk
with others
disagree
by mobile on6:
0429
171
400 orof
grapevine.com.au
reflect,
and
commune
inway
order
to
CANBERRA
CHAPTER:
For and
“From
Ganmain
to
Rome
&
Back”.
from
Brene
Brown
on
‘Trust’)
with
us,
in
a
respectful
that
by email at pbvm _mmwalsh@
HOLY SPIRIT SECULAR FRANCISCAN
feel
supported
during
a
time
of
more
information
contact
Chris
Invitation
to the Book Launch of
a sharing by Ellen Thomas plus
promotes positive change in
FRATERNITY: Meet on the third Friday of
ST JOSEPH’S PARISH GROUPS: These
wagga.net.au
such importance.
gathering
0414 938 831.
From Ganmain to Rome & Back:
aCarlile
brief oppor-tunity
to ‘react’ in
refugee
justice. If Each
you are
keen
the month at 7:45pm, St Augustine Church,
monthly groups all meet in the O’Connor
Reflections
on14,
the Life
& Priestly
small groups to what you have
to
change
hearts
and
minds
262 Beasley St Farrer. Secular Franciscans
Parish Centre.Visit http://cg.org.au/
willhelp
be held
on the
third
Friday
JULY 12 to
2018:
try to follow Christ in the footsteps of St
oconnor/home.aspx
Ministry
of
Archbishop
Francis
heard.
Please
bring
a
delicious
about
seeking
asylum
and
buildGOOD
SHEPHERD
PRAYER
of
every
month
(public
holidays
PROCLAIM 2018 Conference
Francis
of
Assisi.
Call
Tony
on
0407
072
Carroll
DCL by
Dr Kevin and
plate
of sweet
savoury
finger
ing
broad public
GROUP:
Meetsoreach
Wednesday
18 on 0420 533 264. Email:
excepted).
Please support
RSVP tofor
Fr
held
in DD
Brisbane
is organised
139 or Hélène
TAIZE PRAYER GROUP: The Canberra
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Lawlor.
Wednesday
6
November
pos-itive
policy
change,
this
is
for
food
to
share.
Wine,
juice,
tea
18
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sfo@fastmail.fm
Friends of Taizé Ecumenical Group Ecufrom
7pm
to
9pm
in
the
parhosted
on behalf
PaulDAY
(paul.nulley@cg.org.au)
for
2019 FATHER’S DAY APPEAL WWW.CGCATHOLIC.ORG.AU/DONATE
2019 FATHER’S
APPEAL WWW.CGCATHOLIC.ORG.AU/DONATE
SEPTEMBER
2019 of the National
2019
11.30
am, Ganmain
you! 6-9pm (with light supper)
and
coffeeatprovided.
JUNE at
2019
menical group Uniting church at 5.30pm.
ish room
St Peter Chanel’s
Centre
for
Evangelisation,
the
catering
purposes
or
follow
the
COM
Double
Profession
for
Secular
LEGION OF MARY: Join for rosary,
All welcome. Enquiries to Annemarie
on
Thursday,
28th
November
at
Sports
Club,
1
Ford
Street
Australian Catholic Bishops ConDeadline: 15thRosary,
of the month.
Church Yarralumla.
prompts
at
http://www.manoverprayers
and
apostolic
works
for
the
glory
(0421
492
554).
Franciscan
atHouse,
Farrercnr
Archbishop
emphasises
the Quaker Order
Meeting
Ganmain
NSW.
RSVP:
WednesNOVEMBEREmail:
15catholic.voice@cg.org.au
– 17: Legion
EVEN
ference and
by the
Archdiocese
of God under the banner of Our Lady.
charismatic
praise
and
worship,
board.org.au/
www.catholicvoice.org.au/
Bent
and
Sts,
Turner;
day
30
October
2019
Email:
of
Mary
Retreat.
The
Legion
of
THE
Holy
SpiritCondamine
Secular
“As Franciscans
living in
the
need
for
discernment
in
Contact
LegionOfMaryCanberra@gmail.
TEAMS
OF
OUR
LADY:
Teams
is
a
of Brisbane. Early bird registration teachings, testimonies,
advertising/
prayerare Franciscan
Canberra
secular world
we ‘put on’ Christ
RSVPOrder
by of22nd
November
to cath.
philomenabillington@gmail.com.
Mary in Canberra-Goulburn
com.
movement within the Church that encourwill soon be available. For more
was
delighted to receive
two new
andphase
live the gospel message
ministry,
intercession
and
fellowsecond
Plenary
blunt@hotmail.
Mobile:
0428
593
191.
PO
Box
holding
their
Annual
Retreat
at
ages couples to grow in love. Contact
MARIAN
MOVEMENT
OF
members into their fraternity this
within our everyday lives, in our
information go to http://promo.
MAN
Genevieve and Tim on teamspower@
ship.
Contacts
Susanna
on
0419 month.
family homes, workplace and
all OVERBOARD: A monthly gathering
3007
Batehaven
NSW
2536
St
Clement’s
Galong
on
15-17
GETIN2IT
PLUMBING:
EUROBODALLA:
Bodalla
PRIESTS:
Meets
to
pray
a
proclaimconference.com.au/
5 (6.30pm
to
Benedict’s Church
Narrabundah.
Genevieve Colbert and Michelle of secular society,” said theofnewly
youngDECEMBER
men discerning
priesthood.
Each
bigpond.com
or 0437MARCH
013 328.20, 2018 to Ap
ACCOMODATION
New
homes,
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near beach. Six-bedroom, threebathroom house. Two living areas,
includes balcony with wonderful
views, fully equipped. Great for
family groups – sleeps 14. Phone:
(02) 6257 1222.Visit www.
brouleebeachhouse.com.

from new houses to renovations,
switchboard upgrades, LED lighting, Fire alarms, Phone and data,
Grid connected Solar systems
both domestic and commercial,
Grid connected Solar systems
with batteries, Evo Inverter
testing, Solar gates, Solar street
lighting. Call 0428 584 086 or
email jtomo71@hotmail.com.

Bancroft St Dickson) for cha
Love priests and brothers
2. For more information and
facilitators.
topics.
ismatic praise and worship w
invite you to the profession of
bookings go call (02) 6380 5222
“It
might
be
in
Parishes,
“When
a
group
meets
they
COUPLES FOR CHRIST (CFC)
an anointed sharing of the w
or email info@stclement.com.au
it might be in a big Deanery
choose one of these six, not the initial vows and promises at St
group, it might be in a school
whole six, and the document
group it might even be in a
provided goes on to discuss the
family group. It can be done at
way of prayerful discernment
il Archbishop
ones onarker
all sorts of levels,”
that particular focus point,”
Christopher explained.
he said.
“And
we’ve law
beenpractice
given a
“So as your Archbishop I enGeneral
structure
for the way
these
courage you to regroup over the
– Canberra
& NSW
groups are to function. It’s a
next few months and enter as
thepraying
practices of
veryIncorporating
simple way of
many submissions as you would
Gillespie Jones & Co and
together the scriptures at the
like to see where God is moving
Dickson Legal
start, we reflect together, we
in the great country of Australia
listen and we share, and then we
… particularly in the Catholic
PH:
02 6180 5111
start making
some
distinctions
Church in these troubled but
Unit 1, 120 Giles Street, Kingston ACT 2604
that are important in discerning,
very hopeful times.”
our hands when weabout
pray”.what we could respond
a positive view
of the
world
and their
Links
to the
Listening
and
Silence for a bit then
another
child we may
place in it.Discernment
It is usual to find
some
or
to and
what perhaps
website
andgift
downanswered, “Becausenot
we respond
want ourto…
prayers
talent
to
build
them
up
when
they
need
to begin to
loadable guide can be found on
to go up to God.” Idiscern.”
still remember this
extra confidence.
There
also
seems
to
be
the Catholic Voice website.
when I join my hands After
to pray.
a willingness and an understanding that
these sessions, each
All catechists aregroup
amazing.
They
come
to
care
for
families
and friends is
Peter
Paul,
Garran
will be asked to Sts
write
a andtheir
every week rain, hailsmall
or shine
to tellof
chilimportant.
There is a– real
interest and cu– Thursday
7 am
summary
around Monday
150
Friday – about
7 pm Jesus. I realise
dren of the love of God and the stories
riosity about learning
Saturday
– 9aam
of Jesus which inspire. Their rewards are
I am fortunate
to have
class group such
Sunday – 11.30 am (sung)
never tangible. They can go for years and
as these Year 3 and Year 4 students. I am
St Thomas More, Campbell
years and not ever know if any of what
truly blessed.
They give me far more than
Sunday – 7.45 am
they have taught has been remembered.
I can ever give them, as I am constantly
paul.nulley@cg.org.au
FSSP Canberra: (02) 6161 5320
They believe that some day, some where,
learning from them.
canberraltm.blogspot.com
Orthodontics, Braces, Dental Implants, Dentures, Mouth
some child, now grown to adulthood will
Jesus and I are friends but at times I
www.catholiccare.cg.org.au Guard
P:02 6295 4300
remember some word or prayer that may
feel distanced from Him.
help them in a difficult time. And also,
I see Jesus in the good people around
And all aspects of general dentistry covered.
that there is a loving God who will always
me.
love them no matter what.
I feel close to God when I experience
LOCATION 1: Unit 95 / 11
Wimmera Street Harrison ACT
Written entries are invited for the June edition to: Catholic Voice, GP
The children themselves keep me
the beauty of nature.
LOCATION 2: Unit 2 Weetangera
Place,
Entries which are
acceptedWeetangera
are free, courtesy of ACT
sponsorship by the
going. They are our future. They have

Serving
God &
VOCATIONS
G -J
B
our community

Are you
considering a
vocation as a
priest for the
Archdiocese of
Canberra
and
TRADITIONAL
Goulburn?
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Amazing Pat delivers catechesis rain hail or shine
MY NAME is Pat Spannagle. I am a
retired Catholic Principal and REC.
I had been teaching in Catholic schools
for 39 years. When I retired I thought that
was the
end of my teaching. However, in my
parish there was a need for catechists.
I became a catechist because the need
was great. There are still only 2 Catholic
catechists in Tumut. And I felt guilty (after
the Sunday gospel of the talents), because
I was not using my talents. I also believe
that it is vitally important for children to
receive a spiritual and religious dimension as part of their education for their
optimum development.
I am currently reading as much as I
can, the policies of the major parties, as
we head into the next 3 years of government. I am also reading ‘Between the

If so please contact
Fr Paul Nulley

World and Me’ by Ta Nehisi Coates.
There are always ‘amazing moments’
with children. One of my favourites was
talking about Prayer to my Year 4 students. One child asked, “why do we join

ENQUIRIES: Ph (02) 6239 9813
Mail: GPO Box 89, Canberra 2601. Email: tribunal@cg.org.au

Dental servicesReform Dental Care

PHONE: (02) 6254 4920 or (
02) 6152 9214 – after hours 0421 544 878
EMAIL: weetangeradental@hotmail.com

Reform Dental Care : ‘There for you and your family’
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Marian Procession Youth Pilgrimage
THE weather was glorious as Catholics from across the Archdiocese made their way to Galong for the 81st Marian Procession on
Sunday October 27.
Travelling from Parishes distant and near, and from seven secondary colleges, members of the faithful joined Archbishop Christopher
Prowse in enjoying a full day of prayer, music, communal eating
and devotion to Mary in the serenity of the grounds at St Clement’s
Monastery.
Visitors brought with them food and drinks, along with hats
and sunscreen, to celebrate one of the biggest and longest running
Archdiocesan events that started with a pilgrimage by young people
of the Archdiocese from Galong township to the Monastery.

