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us to make decisions purely on
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Lockdown

BY DON SMITH

ROMANCE being what it is
in the age of technology they
met online, sharing a mutual love
of family history research.

But then love being what it
is, Ron Norton and Rosemary
Rogers fell in love, too.

Last week before Fr James
Antony at Holy Family Church
in Canberra’s south, the happy
couple tied the knot.

The handsome groom is 92,
the beautiful bride 82.

With the wedding taking place
in the midst of the lockdown,
the only witnesses present aside
from the celebrant were Ron’s
daughter Leslie Hayward and
Rosemary’s son, David Thomas.

In a poignant touch, David
officiated as Ron’s best man and
Leslie as Rosemary’s matron of
honour.

It is a marriage of words and
numbers for Ron and Rosemary.
He’s a former journalist and
newspaper editor, including with
the Canberra Times; she was an
accountant.

Rosemary was living in Sydney
and Ron in Canberra when they
first met over the internet five
years ago. Email exchanges and
telephone calls followed leading
the accountant to weigh up the
numbers and make a decision to
relocate to Canberra in late 2016.

“It was a good place to move
to and plus it had a bonus,” she
said with a chuckle.

The relationship with the
“bonus” developed to a point
where earlier this year at Ron’s
great-granddaughter’s wedding
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“It’s just so great, so
peaceful, so fulfilling in my
life to have that [hecoming
a Catholic] and to be
accepted as a member of
the beautiful church”

Rosemary Rogers

the idea of marriage came to a
head.

“We’d been talking about it
for some time,” said Ron. “Being
at the wedding stirred the emo-
tions and I proposed to Rose-
mary that night.”

She said yes, apparently with-
out too much hesitation. “I think
I’d waited long enough,” she said
with another chuckle.

The lady of the numbers did
the figures and decided instinc-
tively they would get married on
the eighth of the ninth this year.

To their delight, the date

Fr James Antony with Ron Norton and Rosemary Rogers

nuptials

coincided with the feast of the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

They are parishioners at Holy
Family Church where they were
married but were both initially
Presbyterians who came to Ca-
tholicism late in life.

Ron became a Catholic in
2014, with Rosemary following a
year later after a series of family
bereavements.

“It’s just so great, so peaceful,
so fulfilling in my life to have
that [becoming a Catholic] and
to be accepted as a member of
the beautiful church,” she said.

For the couple, their marriage
holds a message at this difficult
time for many.

“At our age we’ve shown
people that even in [this time of]
adversity love can nourish and
be fulfilled,” Rosemary said.

Plenary update

COVID-19 has seriously
impacted the format for the
upcoming first session of the
Plenary Council which will take
place on 3-10 October this year.
A key change in the delivery of
the First General Assembly is
that it will now be totally online
with one person on one device
at their home.

Archbishop Christopher
Prowse has emphasised that the
upcoming Plenary Council will
be one step among many in the
renewal of the Catholic Church
in Australia.

"Our journey is in harmony
with the International Synod on
Synodality, coming up in 2023,
of which Pope Francis has
called for the participation of
all dioceses around the world,”
Archbishop Christopher said.

The language of the Plenary
Assembly and its agenda reflects
Pope Francis’ strong emphasis
on discernment and synodality,
that is ‘walking together’ and
walking with the Holy Spirit
while exercising ‘communal
listening and discerning’.

"As we start to work out
what implications the Austra-
lian Plenary and the interna-

tional Synod means for the
Archdiocese of Canberra and
Goulburn, an important step

is to listen and learn about the
"language of synodality," Arch-
bishop Christopher said.

"Putting aside, for the
moment, the things we can do,
let's look at what sort of people
does God wants us to be?
What is the language as we talk
together prayerfully? How do
we truly discern where God is
walking in our Archdiocese?

"If we give way to each oth-
er, walk together, listen carefully
and allow the Holy Spirit to lead
us, we will be well on the way to
expressing evangelisation and
mission in the Archdiocese for
the years ahead."

Archbishop Christopher is
proposing that all local mem-
bers (formerly known as dele-
gates) gather daily at 8am in the
Cathedral for Mass and prayers
— this will be live-streamed via
the Catholic Voice YouTube
channel.

A Novena will be offered in
the nine days leading up to the
start of the Plenary Assembly
on Saturday 25 September.
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“Come Holy Spirit of Pentecost”
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Carrying the message ‘you are not alone’

BY DEACON JOE BLACKWELL

BEING a hospital chaplain
at Canberra Hospital has em-
phasised for me how precious
life is, how strong the human
drive to survive is and how
important our connections to
others are.

Although our team has been
reduced to Fr Johny Abraham
and myself since COVID-19 hit
in March 2020, we have been
able to continue ministering the
sacraments and being a friendly
eaf.

In chaplaincy it is a great
privilege to be present to others,
to communicate and often to
listen. It’s not to drive a conver-
sation where we think it ought
to go, but to share these times
with people.

Witnessing the heartache,

sense of loss as well as love of
the parents at a stillbirth, or in
the long struggle faced by babies
and parents of very premature
births bears striking similarities
to what I've seen when aged
parents sit in vigil alongside
their over-60-year-old dying
child.

It is the same with children
sitting with a dying parent. The
tears and emotions run deep as
does their desire for support,
love, care and assurances.

Some people hold on to
life till certain family or friends
are present, or until a family
member is ready for them to
go. Sometimes the period of
struggle involving one step
forward then numerous steps
back has enabled their loved
ones to come to a better space
and strength when death occurs.

Fr Johny Abraham (left) and Deacon Joe Blackwell

For some, this means having the
ability to give permission to the
patient to stop their impossible
fight.

Ultimately, a person’s last
moments are uniquely theirs.
Every illness has both physical

and emotional aspects to be
faced by the patient. Such situa-
tions are personal to each of us,
but we don’t have to face them
alone.

The current COVID-19 re-
strictions which exclude almost

all visitors have highlighted

the importance of family and
friends. Today’s electronic devic-
es are not a substitute.

Isolation continues to pres-
ent one of the greatest chal-
lenges. It is into this isolation
that chaplains have the beautiful
privilege of bringing to people
the message communicated
by the visits of many family,
friends, and volunteets - that
they are not alone, that they are
loved, there is hope!

One of the messages from
the musical Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat that has stayed with me is
in the words of Joseph, impris-
oned in Egypt awaiting his fate:
“Close every door to me, keep
those I love from me. Children
of Israel are never alone.”



